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THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


TRANSMITTING 


A  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  upon  the  subject  of  the  political 
tions  between  the  United  States  and  the  Empire  of  China. 


rela- 


JANUARY  25,  1841. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affair?. 


To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a  report,  with  ac- 
companying papers,  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  answer  to  the  resolution 


of  the  House  of  the  16th  of  December  last. 
WASHINGTON,  January  19,  1841. 


M.  VAN  BUREN. 


DEPARTMENT  op  STATE, 
Washington,  January  19,  1841. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  has  been  referred  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  16th  of  December  last,  requesting  the  Pre- 
sident to  cause  to  be  communicated  to  that  House,  so  far  as  compatible 
with  the  public  interests,  "  copies  of  all  documents  in  the  Department  of 
State,  or  other  department,  showing  the  origin  of  any  political  relations 
between  the  United  States  and  the  empire  of  China ;  the  first  appoin  tment  of  a 
consul  to  reside  at  or  near  Canton;  whether  such  consul,  or  any  other  subse- 
quently appointed,  has  ever  been  received  or  recognised  in  that  capacity; 
and  the  present  relations  between  the  Government  of  the  United  States  and 
that  of  the  Celestial  Empire:"  has  the  honor  to  report,  that  the  accompany- 
ing papers  contain  all  the  information  in  the  department,  not  heretofore 
published,  called  for  by  the  resolution. 

The  correspondence  previously  published  is  to  be  found  in  the  7th 
volume  of  the  Diplomatic  Correspondence  of  the  United  States,  published 
by  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  State  ;  and  document  No.  119,  of  the  last 
session,  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Respectfully  submitted : 

JOHN  FORSYTH, 

To  the  PRESIDENT  of  the  U.  States, 


E 
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Commission  of  Samuel  Shaw,  Consul  at  Canton. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON,  President  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to  all 
who  shall  see  these  presents,  greeting : 

Know  ye,  that,  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  the  abilities  and 
integrity  of  Samuel  Shaw,  of  Massachusetts,  I  have  nominated,  and,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  do  appoint  him  consul  of  the 
said  United  States,  to  reside  at  Canton,  in  China ;  and  do  authorize  and 
empower  him  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said  office,  and  to  exercise  and  enjoy 
ail  the  rights,  pre-eminences,  privileges,  and  authorities  to  the  same  of 
right  appertaining,  during  the  pleasure  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
for  the  time  being:  he  demanding  and  receiving  no  fees  or  perquisites  of 
office  whatever.  And  I  do  hereby  enjoin  all  captains,  masters,  and  com- 
manders of  ships  and  other  vessels,  armed  or  unarmed,  sailing  under  the 
flag  of  the  United  States,  as  well  MS  all  other  of  their  citizens,  to  acknowl- 
edge and  consider  him,  the  said  Samuel  Shaw,  accordingly.  And  I  do 
hereby  pray  and  request  his  Imperial  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  China,  and 
his  governors  and  officers,  to  permit  the  said  Samuoi  Shaw  fully  and  peace- 
ably to  enjoy  and  exercise  the  said  office,  witho  U  giving,  or  suffering  to  be 
given,  unto  him,  any  molestation  or  trouble  ;  bur,  on  the  contrary,  to  afford 
him  all  proper  countenance  and  assistance:  1  offering  to  do  the  same  for 
all  those  who  shall,  in  like  manner,  be  recommended  to  me  by  his  said  Im- 
perial Majesty. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  these  letters  to  be  made  patent,  and 
the  seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  hereunto  affixed.  Given  under  my 
hand,  at  the  city  of  New  York,  the  tenth  day  of  February,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety. 


Mr.  Car/'ington  to  Mr.  Madison, 
[EXTRACT.] 

AMERICAN  CONSULATE, 

Canton-  November  25,  1805. 
»  *  *  *  *  *  *  *      ^ 

All  communications  from  foreigners  to  the  Chinese  Government  are 
made  by  the  hong  or  security- merchants,  to  whom  I  have  made  repeated 
applications,  but  without  success  •  they  always  answering  that  their  Gov- 
ernment do  not,  nor  will  not,  take  cognizance  of  disputes  between  foreign- 
ers, although  they  arise  within  their  territory.  However,  I  am  not  disposed 
to  receive  this  answer  as  a  conclusive  one  of  the  Government,  and  it  is  my 
intention  to  make  a  further  exertion  to  present  the  representation. 

As  the  Chinese  Government  do  not  recognise  foreign  ministers  or  con- 
suls, I  considered  it  advisable  to  join  the  American  merchants  residing  at 
Canton,  and  the  supercargoes  and  commanders  of  the  American  ships,  with 
me,  in  the  representation  ;  hoping  it  would  have  the  desired  influence  with 
their  several  security-merchants  to  encourage  them  to  present  the  same  to 
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their  Government,  and  give  to  our  complaints  their  full  force;  but,  as  the 
hong  merchants  are  so  extremely  cautious  of  meddling  with  any  thing  that 
regards  their  Government,  I  fear  it  will  not  be  possible,  through  them,  ever 
to  obtain  any  satisfaction. 


Mr.  Snoic  to  Mr.  Madison. 
[EXTRACT.] 

PROVIDENCE,  September  22,  1805, 

*###•*##* 

The  Chinese  are  a  nation  who  invariably  refuse  to  interfere  or  meddle 
with  the  laws  or  Government  of  any  other  country,  and  leave  the  control 
of  all  foreigners  who  may  be  among  them,  or  within  their  ports,  (so  long  as 
they  do  not  break  or  infringe  upon  their  own  laws  and  regulations,)  entirely 
to  the  direction  of  those  who  may  have  been  empowered  by  their  own 
Government  to  watch  over  them,  or  to  the  commanders  of  ships,  who  are 
under  rio  such  restrictions,  to  act  in  the  disposal  of  their  crews  as  in  their 
opinions  may  seem  best. 

A  consul  or  agent,  therefore,  thus  situated,  finds  it  impossible  to  enforce 
his  demands  by  any  legal  process  or  aid  in  China ;  and  is  too  frequently 
obliged  to  submit  to  the  painful  necessity  of  barely  receiving  an  evasive  re- 
fusal to  his  request,  without  any  means  whatever  in  his  power  to  exact  a 
compliance. 

To  guard  our  seamen  from  oppression,  insult,  and  cruelty  abroad,  ap- 
pears to  be  a  subject  of  great  magnitude.  I  cannot,  therefore,  sir,  but  sub- 
mit it  to  your  consideration,  whether  it  would  not  be  expedient  and  impor- 
tant for  Government  to  provide  more  effectually,  if  possible,  against  so 
growing  an  evil — an  evil  so  destructive  to  our  commerce,  so  painful  to  our 
citizens,  and  so  humiliating  to  every  friend  to  his  country. 


Mr.  (Harrington  to  Mr.  Snow. 
[EXTRACT.] 

AMERICAN  CONSULATE, 

Canton,  November  26,  1806. 

******** 

I  have  now  the  honor  to  advise  you  that,  although  I  used  my  utmost  en- 
deavors to  present  to  the  Chinese  Government  a  representation  of  the  con- 
duct of  Captain  Ratsey  towards  the  American  citizens  within  this  empire,  I 
was  unable  to  do  it.  The  hong  merchants,  [who]  are  so  much  in  the  power 
of  their  Government,  are  extremely  cautious  how  they  meddle  with  the  af- 
fairs or  differences  between  foreigners  within  their  empire,  fearing  that,  should 
they  take  any  part  therein,  they  would  implicate  themselves  with  their  own 
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Government.  Thus  there  can  never  be  much  assistance  expected  from  them  ; 
and  the  many  difficulties  of  approaching  the  Government  in  any  other 
mode  are  extremely  difficult  and  vexatious. 


Mr.  Carrington  to  Mr.  Madison. 
[EXTRACT.] 

AMERICAN  CONSULATE, 

Canton,  April  19,  1807. 

-**•*-****  * 

1  have  never  been  able  to  induce  this  Government  to  interpose  in  these 
affairs,  and  I  think  no  reliance  can  be  had  on  their  doing  it.  If  these  out- 
rages are  continued,  I  am  extremely  apprehensive  they  will  be  attended 
with  serious  consequences,  as  it  is  the  determination  of  the  captains  of  the 
American  vessels  to  repel,  by  force,  any  attempt  in  future  to  impress  their 
seamen  when  within  this  empire.  * 


J/r.  Carrington  to  Mr.  Madison. 

{EXTRACT.] 

AMERICAN  CONSULATE, 

Canton,  November  14,  1807. 

##*#*#•## 

It  was  my  intention  to  have  applied  to  the  officers  of  the  Chinese  Gov- 
ernment for  their  interposition  in  the  capture ;  but  they  have  so  little  know- 
ledge of  the  law  which  governs  the  European  and  American  nations,  are 
so  very  cautious  of  interfering  in  disputes  between  foreigners,  and  the  diffi- 
culty of  communicating  with  them  has  induced  me  to  believe  it  would 
be  more  advisable  to  leave  the  matter  to  the  entire  management  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States. 


Daniel  Stansbury  and  others  to  the  President. 

The  memorialists  who  have  hereunto  subscribed  their  names,  American 
citizens  residing  and  trading  at  Canton  in  China,  beg  leave  in  the  most  re- 
pectful  manner  to  represent  to  your  excellency  the  situation  of  foreign- 
ers, in  being  on  a  different  footing  from  that  of  any  other  civilized  coun- 
try. It  appears  to  the  memorialists  that  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
trading  here,  and  the  trade  they  are  engaged  in,  should  be  subjected  to  such 
regulations  of  the  American  Government  as  may  appear  best  adapted  to 
remedy  some  inconveniences  the  memorialists  labor  under  ;  that,  although 
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the  Chinese  Government  do  not  acknowledge  any  person  residing  here  in  a 
diplomatic  capacity,  yet  it  recognises  a  head  or  chief  of  every  nation  trading 
here,  as  the  organ  of  the  whole  nation,  and  in  a  great  measure  responsible 
for  the  conduct  of  each  individual. 

That  the  consul  of  the  United  States  residing  here  has  not  the  means  of 
being  sufficiently  useful  to  his  countrymen,  in  their  intercourse  with  the 
officers  of  the  Chinese  Government,  and  supporting  the  dignity  of  the  flag 
of  which  he  has  charge  ;  in  consequence  of  which,  it  frequently  happens 
that  impositions  are  placed  on  the  memorialists,  that  are  avoided  by  the  citi- 
zens or  subjects  of  other  nations,  whose  representatives  have  the  means  to 
oppose,  with  firmness  and  effect,  the  first  attempts  which,  if  successfully  re- 
pelled, are  seldom  renewed  ;  but  when  once  a  new  imposition  has  been  sub- 
mitted tor  it  is  considered  an  established  custom,  and  demanded  as  a  right 
from  the  nation  that  has  yielded. 

Individuals  find  it  frequently  their  interest  to  submit,  rather  than  put 
themselves  severally  to  the  expense  and  delay  attending  the  opposition  ;  so 
that,  by  being  disunited,  your  memorialists  become  separately  a  prey  to  the 
rapaciousness  of  the  officers  of  this  Government. 

The  rnemorialisis  beg  leave  further  to  represent  to  your  excellency,  that 
the  port  of  Canton  having  become  the  resort  of  American  merchant  ships 
trading  to  various  parts  of  the  world,  (some  of  which  are  unhealthy,)  an  ex- 
perienced physician  and  surgeon  attached  to  the  American  consulate  here 
would  probably  save  many  valuable  lives  ;  the  means  of  payment  among  sea- 
men are  so  small  as  not  to  make  it  an  object  for  a  person  of  suitable  talents  to 
reside  here  for  the  sake  of  practice.  Every  European  nation  has  one  or  more* 
experienced  physicians  attached  to  their  factories,  who  take  no  pay  for  their 
services:  this  has  brought  the  Americans  of  all  classes  to  the  situation  of 
paupers,  degrading  to  themselves  as  individuals,  and  to  the  flag  they  sail 
and  live  under.  Even  in  a  case  where  a  wound  was  inflicted  by  the  En- 
glish on  the  person  of  an  officer  of  an  American  ship,  the  memorialists  hud 
110  other  alternative  but  to  depend  upon  the  charity  of  the  surgeons  of  the 
English  factory.  Your  memorialists,  therefore,  most  respectfully  pray  that 
your  excellency  will  take  the  trade  of  this  country  under  your  serious  con- 
sideration, so  that  such  alterations  may  be  made  as  will  place  it  in  as  favora- 
ble a  situation  as  that  of  other  nations.  To  this  end,  we  most  respectfully  sug- 
gest that  a  more  efficient  consular  establishment  be  formed,  and  that  the 
United  States  allow  the  consul  a  salary  of  three  thousand  dollars  per  an- 
num, and  purchase  a  suitable  factory  for  the  permanent  residence  of  him- 
self and  suite  ;  that  an  experienced  physician  and  surgeon  be  appointed 
to  the  consulate,  with  a  salary  of  one  thousand  dollars  peranmurr  with 
liberty  to  practise  and  receive  emoluments  for  the  same,  but  to  be  restricted 
from  trading;  and  that  the  United  States  authorize  the  consul  to  defray  the 
expense  of  procuring  translations  of  representations  to  superior  authorities, 
on  the  subject  of  impositions  placed  on  our  trade  by  their  inferiors,  and  other 
expenses  incurred  for  the  general  good  ;  or  that  a  linguist  be  attached  to 
the  consulate,  with  a  salary  of  five  "hundred  or  one  thousand  dollars  per 
annum. 

Your  memorialists  leave  to  the  wisdom  of  your  excellency  the  mode  of 
reimbursing  the  United  States  for  the  said  salaries  and  expenses  ;  but,  as  far 
as  they  are  concerned,  are  perfectly  willing  that  it  should  be  levied  on  the 
trade,  either  by  a  tonnage  duty  on  the  ships  employed,  or  by  any  other  mode 
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that  will  bear  upon  those  vessels  bound  hence  to  foreign  ports  equally  with 

those  bound  to  America. 

Your  memorialists  beg  leave  to  subscribe  themselves,  with  great  respect, 
Your  excellency's  most  obedient  and  humble  servants, 

DANIEL  STANSBURY, 
PERKINS  &  Co., 
J.  S.  WILCOCKS, 
NICHOLAS  G.  OGDEN, 
PHILIP  AMM1DON, 
JOHN  HART, 
WM.  MINTURN, 
ANDREW  MATHER, 
WILLIAM  F.  MEGEE, 
CORNELIUS  SOWLES, 
GEORGE  EHRENGER, 
WILLIAM  BLANCHARD, 
WILLIAM  H.  DAVIS, 
JONA.  WINSHIP. 
To  His  Excellency  the  PRESIDENT 

of  the  United  States. 


Mr.  Wilcocks  to  Mr.  Adams. 

AMERICAN  CONSULATE, 

Canton,  September  22,  1817. 

SIR  :  I  think  it  my  duty  to  submit  to  you  the  following  statement : 

The  ship  Wabash,  of  Baltimore,  anchored  in  Macao  roads  on  the  22d  of 
May  last,  with  a  quantity  of  opium  and  seven  thousand  dollars  in  specie  on 
board ;  her  commander,  C.  L.  Gantt,  proceeded  in  person  to  this  port,  for 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  state  of  the  market.  During  his  absence, 
on  the  night  of  the  26th  of  the  same  month,  the  Wabash  was  boarded  by  a 
boat,  manned  with  fifteen  Chinese,  who  attacked  her  crew,  murdered  the 
chief  mate  and  one  seaman,  whose  bodies  they  threw  into  the  sea  ;  wounded 
the  second  mate  and  two  seamen  ;  drove  four  of  the  crew  overboard — two 
of  whom  were  drowned,  two  swam  on  shore  ;  plundered  the  ship  of  all  the 
specie,  thirty-five  cases  of  opium,  and  many  articles  of  less  value,  and  then 
left  her.  The  second  mate  died  on  the  28th,  at  the  hospital  at  Macao  ;  the 
two  wounded  seamen  have  since  recovered. 

Fortunately,  I  was  residing  at  Macao  when  this  affair  took  place,  and  lost 
no  time  in  making  the  necessary  application  to  the  local  Chinese  authorities, 
and  obtained  from  them  documents  corroborating  the  facts.  I  then  ad- 
dressed a  memorial  to  the  Viceroy  of  the  province  of  Canton,  in  which  I 
demanded  justice  for  the  outrage  committed  on  a  ship  under  the  flag  of  the 
United  States,  while  at  anchor  within  the  waters  of  this  empire*  "in  enu- 
merating the  loss,  I  was  careful  not  to  mention  the  opium,  as  it  was  the  pre- 
vailing opinion  that  the  pirates  had  proceeded  to  a  distant  province,  if  not 
to  Manilla;  in  which  case,  very  little  hope  was  entertained  of  seizing  them. 

The  Viceroy's  answer  to  my  memorial  was  quite  as  favorable  as  I  antici- 
pated. In  less  than  a  month,  thirteen  of  the  pirates  were  taken,  and  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  the  opium  found  on  them.  The  latter  circumstance 
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occasioned  not  a  little  disgust  on  the  part  of  the  Viceroy.  But  as  Captain 
Gantt,  on  his  landing  at  Macao,  had  refused  to  take  a  pilot  who  was  offered 
him  to  carry  the  Wabash  to  this  port,  it  evidently  was  not  his  intention  to 
enter  with  his  ship  or  land  her  cargo  ;  I  therefore  took  that  ground,  in  my 
reply  to  the  Viceroy's  remonstrance  against  the  introduction  of  a  contra- 
band article  by  an  American  ship.  On  the  13th  of  June  I  was  invited,  with 
several  of  my  countrymen,  to  witness  the  execution  of  five  of  the  principal 
pirates :  for  reasons  it  is  not  necessary  to  state,  I  refused,  but  prevailed  on 
two  American  gentlemen  to  attend. 

On  the  6th  day  of  July,  I  received  an  address  from  the  Cc-hong,  who 
are  the  licensed  merchants  for  foreign  commerce,  responsible  to  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  duties  on  exports,  imports,  and  tonnage  ;  at  the  same  time,  they 
but  nominally  enjoy  a  monopoly  of  the  trade.  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose 
a  literal  translation  of  this  document,  which  you  will  perceive  is  intended 
by  the  Co-hong  to  be  submitted  te  his  excellency  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  made  public  for  the  information  of  the  American  merchants 
trading  to  this  country. 

1  cannot  dismiss  this  subject,  without  expressing  a  due  sense  of  the  as- 
sistance which  was  promptly  rendered  me  by  Sir  Theophilus  Metcalfe,  Bart., 
chief  for  all  the  honorable  East  India  Company's  affairs  in  China,  the  select 
committee  of  supercargoes,  and  the  Reverend  Robert  Morrison,  Chinese  in- 
terpreter to  the  British  factory  ;  without  the  aid  of  the  last-mentioned  gen- 
tleman, 1  could  not  possibly  have  brought  this  disagreeable  affair  to  so  suc- 
cessful an  issue. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

B.  C.  WILCOCKS, 
Consul  for  the  United  States  of  America. 

Hon.  JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS, 

Secretary  of  State.  Washington. 

[Enclosure.] 
Tseang,  the  Viceroy  and  acting  Hoppoo,  to  the  hong-  merchants. 

The  following  has  been  received  from  the  Viceroy's  office  : 

On  the  22d  of  the  4th  moon  of  the  2'M  year  of  Kea-King,  the  American 
Ta-pan  Wilcocks  presented  a  statement,  saying:  that  a  ship  of  the  said  na- 
tion being  anchored  at  Cabreta  point  on  the  1 1th  of  the  4th  moon,  at  eight 
o'clock  at  night,  there  were  three  fast  boats  came  and  said  they  had  a  leiter 
to  present,  and  that  they  would  procure  pilots  for  them.  The  people  of  the 
ship,  not  knowing  the  cheat,  gave  a  rope  to  bring  the  pirate  boat  alongside ; 
when  upwards  of  twenty  pirates,  one  after  another,  went  on  board  the  ship, 
killed  four  men,  (the  chief  mate,  steward,  and  [two]  sailors,)  whose  bodies  they 
threw  into  the  sea.  Three  men  were  wounded,  one  of  whom  died  a  day 
after.  That  the  pirates  intimidated  by  threats  the  foreign  seamen,  and  made 
them  point  out  where  the  specie  was  ;  and  that  they  plundered  specie  casks 
containing  $7,000,  clothes,  &c.  It  is  begged  that  the  pirates  may  be  appre- 
hended, and  the  chief  murderer  on  an  early  day  be  made  to  forfeit  his  life,&c. 

This  has  been  laid  before  me,  the  Viceroy.  Piratical  banditti  plundering 
a  foreign  ship,  and  murdering  the  mercantile  seamen,  is  the  highest  possible 
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degree  of  cruelty  and  wickedness.  The  said  foreign  merchants,  having 
crossed  the  seas  for  commercial  purposes,  to  be  murdered  by  pirates,  is  an 
extremely  lamentable  case.  When  I  found  out  this  case,  and  the  local  offi- 
cers stated  it,  I  gave  strict  orders  to  all  the  civil  and  military  officers,  and 
to  the  officers  of  the  war  boats,  to  go  in  person,  and  with  a  military  force  to 
search  in  every  direction.  I  assigned  a  limited  period  during  which  they 
are  to  make  the  strictest  search  ;  and,  if  they  do  not  take  tho  offenders 
within  that  time,  and  report  to  me,  I  stated  my  determination  to  break  all  of 
them,  both  civil  and  naval  officers.  This  is  on  record.  On  receiving  the 
preceding  statement,  besides  flying  to  enjoin  the  most  diligent  search,  I  re- 
quired that  the  pi/ates  with  their  booty  should  be  apprehended  speedily,  that 
immediate  and  strict  justice  may  be  inflicted.  It  is  proper  to  state  these  oc- 
currences to  you,  the  Hoppoo,  that  you  may  frame  an  edict,  and  deliver  it 
to  the  merchants,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  said  Ta-pan  for  his  information. 

On  coming  before  me,  the  Hoppoo,  I  forthwith  transmit  it  to  the  hong 
merchants,  that  they  may  promulge  to  the  said  Ta-pan  information  of  the 
strict  injunctions  which  have  been  given  to  all  the  civil  and  military  (or  na- 
val) officers  to  make  the  closest  search  ;  that  they  are  absolutely  enjoined 
to  seize  the  pirates  with  the  booty,  in  order  speedily  to  bring  them  to  strict 
justice,  and  console  the  minds  of  men  from  distant  parts. 

Do  not  oppose.     A  special  edict. 

KIA  KING,  22d  year,  kth  moon,  28th  day. 


Mr.  Wilcocks  to  Mr.  Adams. 

AMERICAN  CONSULATE, 

Canton,  November  1,  1821. 

:  I  think  it  my  duty  to  submit  the  following  .statement  of  fa*cts,  and 
accompanying  documents,  relative  to  the  execution  of  Francis  Terranovia, 
a  native  of  Sicily,  and  late  a  seaman  on  board  of  the  ship  Emily  of  Balti- 
more, William  S.  Cowpland  master. 

On  the  24th  of  September,  at  8  A.  M.,  I  received  information  that  a  boat- 
woman  had  been  wounded  the  day  before,  by  some  person  on  board  the 
Emily,  at  Wharnpoa ;  in  consequence  of  which,  she  had  fallen  overboard  and 
was  drowned. 

I  lost  no  time  in  assembling  the  hong  merchant,  Howqua  Pacqua,  (who 
secured  the  ship.)  and  the  linguist,  and  strongly  recommended  that  imme- 
diate steps  should  be  taken  to  bribe  the  family  of  the  deceased,  (the  usual 
mode  of  proceeding  on  these  occasions,)  and  thus  prevent  the  matter  being 
made  public.  Pacqua  stated  that  proper  persons  had  been  despatched  by 
himto  Whampoa,  early  in  the  morning,  with  orders  to  that  effect ;  and  that 
there  was  no  doubt  a  few  thousand  dollars,  properly  bestowed,  would  effect 
a  compromise. 

I  urged  that  money  was  no  object,  compared  with  what  would  inevitably 
follow — a  disclosure  of  the  facts  to  the  Viceroy ;  and  authorized  Pacqua, 
under  my  guaranty,  to  disburse  as  far  as  twelve  or  fifteen  thousand  dollars, 
to  accommodate  the  matter,  if  it  had  already  been  made  known  to  the  local 
authorities  at  Whampoa.  He  assured  me  he  would  follow  my  directions, 
and  we  parted. 
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At  1.1  o'clock  A.  M.  Captain  Cowpland  arrived  from  Whampoa,  at  rny 
office,  and  declared  to  me  that  the  woman  in  question  had  not  been  wounded 
from  his  ship;  that  he  could  fully  substantiate  the  fact  of  her  having 
fallen  out  of  the  boat  by  accident,  in  the  act  of  sculling  alongside  the 
Emily;  that  the  whole  statement  of  the  husband  was  a  fabrication,  a  vile 
misrepresentation  of  facts,  with  a  view  to  extort  money ;  that  he  was  deter- 
mined not  to  be  imposed  on,  but  was  ready  to  meet  a  public  investigation, 
and  the  consequences  attending  it,  be  they  what  they  might. 

I  then  accompanied  Captain  Cowpland  and  Mr.  Griffin  Stith,  supercargo 
of  the  Emily,  to  the  hong  of  Howqna,  where,  in  the  presence  of  Howqua 
Pacqua  and  the  linguists,  who  were  summoned  to  attend,  Captain  Cowp- 
land reiterated  his  former  statement,  and  declared  that  the  jar  with  which 
the  woman  was  said  to  have  been  wounded  and  knocked  out  of  her  boat 
was  actually  given  into  her  hands  by  a  seaman  on  board  of  the  Emily, 
(Francis  Terranovia,)  to  whom  said  jar  belonged  ;  that  it  was  light,  and  of  a 
porous  nature,  by  no  means  capable  of  inflicting  the  injury  ascribed  to  it, 
even  if  it  had  been  thrown  as  represented  ;  that  he  had  made  an  experi- 
ment with  other  jars  of  the  same  kind,  (in  order  to  satisfy  himself,  since  the 
accident  occurred,)  by  letting  them  fall  off  the  companion-way  of  his  ship 
on  the  deck,  which  broke  them  to  pieces ;  and  argued  from  this,  that  if  the 
facts  as  represented  by  the  Chinese  were  true,  the  jar  must  have  broken  to 
pieces,  by  falling  from  the  height  of  the  woman's  head  into  her  boat,  par- 
ticularly if  thrown  with  force  enough  to  wound  her  in  the  way  described. 
Many  other  circumstances  were  stated  by  Captain  Cowpland,  with  great 
warmth,  which,  in  his  opinion,  were  strongly  in  favor  of  an  attempt  on  the 
part  of  the  husband  of  the  deceased  to  extort  money ;  and  as  he  appeared 
determined  to  carry  the  matter  with  so  high  a  hand,  declaring  he  would  not 
contribute  a  farthing  towards  the  expense  of  a  settlement,  Howqua  Pacqua 
and  myself  yielded,  however  reluctantly,  to  his  strong  representations,  and 
it  was  determined  that  the  negotiation  then  on  foot  should  be  put  an  end  to. 
At  11  o'clock  P.  M.  of  the  same  day,  I  received  a  message  from  the  Pan-yu. 
(the  magistate  presiding  over  the  Whampoa  district,)  through  the  hong 
merchant  Pacqua,  requesting  my  attendance  early  the  nextf  morning  at 
Whampoa,  for  the  purpose  of  being  present  at  an  examination  or  inquest 
on  the  body  of  the  woman,  which  had  been  recovered  from  the  water.  I 
proceeded  on  board  of  the  ship  William  Savery,  of  Philadelphia,  early  on 
the  morning  of  the  25th,  arid  about  11  o'clock  A.  M.  the  linguist  stated 
that  the  Pan-yu  was  ready  to  receive  me.  1  landed  with  a  srreat  number  of 
my  countrymen  to  inspect  the  body,  which  was  very  much  swollen  from 
having  Jain  in  the  water  twenty-four  hours.  There  was  a  deep-seated 
wound  on  the  right  side  of  the  head,  which,  in  my  opinion,  it  was  impossible 
to  have  made  after  the  corpse  was  recovered  from  the  water.  A  hat  was 
exhibited,  with  a  hole  in  it,  corresponding  with  the  wound  in  the  head  ;  and, 
lastly,  the  jar  with  which  it  was  declared  the  wound  was  inflicted.  This 
was  an  Italian  olive  jar,  of  well  burnt  red  clay,  weighing  about  six  pounds, 
large  at  the  mouth,  small  in  the  neck,  large  in  the  centre,  small  and  thick  at 
the  bottom.  The  handle,  or  ear,  was  broken  off;  but  when  applied  to  the 
jar,  fitted  exactly.  The  Pan-yu  addressed  me,  through  the  linguist,  as 
follows :  "Does  this  jar  belong  to  any  person  on  board  of  Cowpland's  ship  ?" 
To  which  I  replied,  "1  am  not  prepared  to  answer  that  question.''  ''The  case 
is  a  plain  one,"  said  he  ;  "  the  woman  was  killed  by  some  person  who  threw 
that  jar  at  her  from  on  board  of  Cowpland's  ship.  There  is  but  one  course 
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to  he  pursued :  the  man  must  he  delivered  up,  and  tried  by  the  laws  of 
China.  Four  years  ago.  five  of  your  countrymen  were  murdered  on  hoard 
of  Gantt's  ship,  in  Macao  roads,  (ship  Wabash.)  by  Chinese,  thirteen  of 
whom  were  taken  and  promptly  executed.  All  we  ask  is,  that  you  will  on 
the  present  occasion  follow  the  example  we  have  set  you — deliver  up  the  man 
who  has  committed  this  act;  and  the  sooner  it  is  done,  i  he  better."  My  answer 
was,  that  in  the  case  of  the  Wabash  only  rive  men  were  executed  ;  that  I 
was  riot  prepared,  at  that  moment,  to  give  an  answer  as  to  the  course  which 
would  be  pursued  in  this  business;  that  1  was  then  about  to  return  to 
Canton,  where  1  should  consult  with  my  countrymen,  and  return  an  answer 
in  the  regular  way,  through  the  hong  merchants.  We  then  parted.  On 
leaving  Whampoa,  I  requested  Captain  Cowpland  would  attend  at  my  office 
the  next  day,  with  as  many  of  his  brother  captains  as  he  chose,  to  consult 
as  to  the  measures  proper  to  be  adopted  in  the  present  state  of  affairs.  On 
my  arrival  at  Canton,  I  despatched  a  letter  to  Captain  Cowpland,  (document 
No.  1.)  On  the  26th  I  received  a  letter  from  Captain  Cowpland.  (document 
No.  2;)  and  shortly  after  it  came  to  hand,  Captain  Cowpland  attended  at  my 
office,  accompanied  by  most  of  the  masters  of  American  vessels  in  port,  (as 
per  document  No  3.)  Upon  inquiry,  I  found  the  man  suspected  of  having 
thrown  the  jar  had  not  J^een  put  in  confinement.  I  then  summoned  a 
meeting  of  the  resident  merchants  and  itinerant  supercargoes,  (as  per  docu- 
ment No.  3,)  with  a  view  of  discussingthe  matter  fairly,  and  adopting  some 
rules  by  which  we  were  to  be  governed. 

Captain  Cowpland  handed  in  twelve  certificates,  (numbered  4  to  15,) 
which  he  declared  afforded  incontestable  proof  that  no  person  on  board  his 
ship  was  at  all  implicated  in  the  affair,  much  less  had  caused  the  death  of 
the  woman;  he  was  therefore  determined  to  take  every  measure  in  his 
power,  by  arming  his  ship  and  putting  her  in  a  proper  state  of  defence, 
(against  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Chinese  Government  to  take  out 
the  man,)  and  protect  those  on  hoard  ;  in  which  he  declared  he  would  be 
aided  by  all  his  brother  captains.  The  documents  numbered  4  to  15  were 
then  submitted  to  the  gentlemen  present;  and,  as  the  captains  appeared 
pretty  generally  to  have  made  up  their  minds  as  to  the  innbcence  of  Francis 
Terranovia,  or  rather  as  to  the  measures  to  be  pursued  in  protecting  him 
at  all  events,  I  called  upon  the  resident  merchants  and  itinerant  supercar- 
goes for  their  separate  opinions,  which  were  given  in  turn,  according  to 
their  standing  and  age  ;  when,  upon  summing  up  the  whole,  it  appeared 
that  but  three  sided  in  opinion  with  Capiain  Cowpland,  to  wit :  Messrs.  Smith, 
Heath,  and  Stith  ;  a  large  majority  were  of  opinion  that  Francis  Terranovia, 
the  owner  of  the  jar,  arid  the  only  person  on  board  the  Emily  who  had 
any  communication  with  the  woman,  was  the  man  on  whom  the  suspicion 
fell. 

Most  of  the  residents  and  supercargoes  had  no  doubt  as  to  his  having 
committed  the  act,  and  reprobated  the  idea  of  using  force  to  oppose  any 
attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Chinese  Government  to  take  him  out  of  the  ship. 
I  gave  my  opinion  last,  and  urged  the  propriety  of  demanding  a  trial,  such 
as,  on  former  occasions  of  a  similar  nature,  had  been  granted  to  Englishmen, 
in  which  all  evidence  had  been  fully  arid  impartially  heard.  As  to  resist- 
ing the  constituted  authorities  in  the  way  proposed  by  the  masters  of  ships, 
1  declared  it  was  improper  in  the  extreme,  and  could  only  be  productive  of 
great  mischief.  Several  gentlemen  stated  that  there  were  persons  at 
Whampoa  who  liad  declared,  in  the  presence  of  witnesses,  they  had  seen 
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the  jar  thrown  from  the  Emily,  strike  the  woman  in  the  head,  and  knock 
her  overboard.  Finding  that  there  was  not  the  slightest  probability  of  com- 
ing to  any  resolution  as  to  the  proper  mode  of  proceeding,  I  proposed  devo- 
ting the  following  day  to  taking  testimony  relative  to  the  facts  ;  which  be- 
ing agreed  to,  1  despatched  a  person  to  Whainpoa  to  bring  up  some  of  ihe 
witnesses,  (as  per  doc.  No.  16;)  and  many  others  having  been  collected,  I 
took  13  depositions  (numbered  17  to  27)  which  were  submitted  to  all  those 
gentlemen  whose  names  are  contained  in  document  No.  3.  This  not  being 
sufficient  to  reconcile  the  different  opinions  which  prevailed,  I  was  informed 
Captain  Cowpland  had  determined  to  place  himself  under  the  direction  of 
a  committee,  consisting  of  five  resident  merchants,  five  itinerant  supercar- 
goes, and  five  masters  of  ships,  all  of  whom  he  himself  named  ;  and  on  the 
28th  documents  30  and  31  were  handed  to  me,  from  which  period  I  re- 
ceived my  instructions  from  the  committee,  two  of  whom  (Mr.  Gushing  and 
Mr.  Ogden)  always  attended  my  meetings  with  the  hong  merchants,  to 
prevent  any  thing  like  a  misunderstanding  on  either  side.  On  the  same 
day  1  called  a  meeting  of  the  hong  merchants,  Howqua,  Mowqua,  Cheon- 
qua  and  Pacqua,  and,  in  the  presence  of  Messrs.  Gushing  and  Ogden,  stated 
to  them  what  the  committee  required  ;  which  Howqua  committed  to  writ- 
ing, and  left  us  with  a  promise  to  submit  it  to  the  Viceroy,  and  return  an 
answer  as  soon  as  possible. 

On  the  29th  I  submitted  to  the  committee  document  No.  32  ;  and  on  the 
2d  of  November,  after  several  meetings  with  the  hong  merchants,  Howqua 
declared  that  the  terms  of  the  committee  were  reasonable  and  had  been 
agreed  to  by  the  Viceroy  ;  that  Francis  Terranovia  should  be  tried  at  Can- 
ton,  in  any  American  factory  which  the  committee  might  provide  for  the 
purpose;  and  that  due  notice  should  be  given  to  us  when  the  persons  ap- 
pointed to  hold  the  court  were  ready  to  proceed  on  the  trial.  I  again  urged 
the  necessity, of  the  presence  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Morrison,  for  the  purpose  of 
translating  the  evidence  on  both  sides,  and  ascertaining  that  the  questions 
put  to  the  witnesses,  and  their  answers,  were  fairly  interpreted ;  and,  as  I 
proposed  attending  the  trial  in  my  official  capacity,  that  a  seat  should  be 
assigned  me,  and  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  for  the  purpose  of  making  notes;  all 
which,  after  some  conversation,  was  assented  to  on  the  part  of  the  hong- 
merchants — I  having  shown  them  that  the  same  indulgence  had  been  given 
on  a  former  occasion  (the  trial  of  Edward  Sheen)  to  a  captain  of  a  British 
man-of-war,  and  every  member  of  the  select  committee  of  the  English  East 
India  Company's  supercargoes.  Matters  having  been  thus  settled,  the 
committee  were  notified  thereof,  and  Captain  Cowpland  declared  his  readi- 
ness to  comply  with  the  arrangement.  A  factory  was  hired,  at  the  expense 
of  $  1,500,  for  the  purpose  of  accommodating  the  court,  and  every  other 
necessary  preliminary  step  taken.  I  suggested  to  Captain  Cowpland  the 
propriety  of  having  a  certain  number  of  armed  seamen  from  the  American 
ships  brought  to  Canton,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  order  on  the  outside  of 
the  factory,  and  protecting  the  culprit  till  the  trial  was  over;  which  had 
been  done  in  the  case  of  Edward  Sheen.  To  this  proposition  I  received  no 
answer. 

On  Thursday,  the  4th,  the  hong  merchants,  Howqua  and  Mowqua,  called 
on  me,  and  stated  that  the  Viceroy  had  determined  to  have  the  trial  on 
board  the  Emily.  I  forthwith  summoned  the  committee,  and  submitted 
to  them  the  change  proposed,  to  which  they  assented  ;  and  as  some  time 
was  necessarily  required  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  the  ship  for  the  ac- 
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commodation  of  so  many  persons,  I  named  Monday,  the  8th,  as  the  day  of 
trial ;  to  which  the  hong  merchants  assented,  and  Captain  Cowpland  signi- 
fied his  assent,  as  per  document  No.  33.  He  then  addressed  a  letter  to  the 
committee,  (JN7o.  34,)  and  received  an  answer  thereto,  (No.  35.)  Neither  of 
these  documents  (for  what  reason  I  know  not)  was  submitted  to  my  in- 
spection until  many  days  after  the  execution  of  Francis  Terranovia,  when 
I  was  making  up  the  account  of  the  proceedings.  Nor  is  it  true  that  I  pro- 
posed having  an  armed  force  on  board  of  the  Emily,  where  the  culprit  was 
quite  safe.  It  serves  to  show  how  completely  the  business  was  taken  out 
of  my  hands  by  Captain  Cowpland,  and  placed  in  that  of  the  committee. 
On  the  5th,  the  hong  merchants  called  on  me,  and  declared  that  the  Pan- 
yu  had  determined  to  proceed  on  the  trial  the  following  day,  (Saturday  ;) 
upon  which  I  summoned  the  committee,  and,  whilst  they  were  assembling, 
I  urged  to  the  hong  merchants  the  impossibility  of  preparing  the  ship  in  a 
proper  manner  for  the  reception  of  the  court  at  so  short  a  notice,  as  well  as 
the  circumstance  of  hastening  the  proceedings  (on  which  the  life  of  a  man 
depended)  in  so  indecorous  a  manner.  When  the  committee  had  assembled, 
I  submitted  to  them  this  second  change  in  the  proceedings ;  and  whilst  they 
were  deliberating  what  course  to  pursue,  the  attendance  of  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Morrison  and  a  seat  for  the  American  consul  became  the  subject  of  con- 
versation between  the  hong  merchants  and  myself,  when,  to  my  utter  as- 
tonishment, they  declared  that  as  this  was  an  affair  in  which  Americans 
and  Chinese  were  only  interested,  no  Englishman  could  be  admitted;  that 
Dr.  Morrison's  presence  on  the  occasion  would  not  be  permitted,  nor  could 
any  person  sit  in  the  court.  Against  which  exceptions  1  entered  my 
solemn  protest,  and  declared  my  unalterable  opinion  of  their  falsehood, 
throughout  the  negotiation.  I  called  upon  them  to  remember  that  the  life 
of  a  fellow-creature  depended  upon  the  fair  and  impartial  administration  of 
justice,  which  would  be  totally  excluded  if  Dr.  Morrison  was  not  permitted 
to  interpret,  and  the  evidence  on  both  sides  fairly  translated  by  him.  In 
answer  to  this,  Howqua  pledged  himself  that  the  linguist  Atom,  and  them- 
selves, (the  hong  merchants,)  would  literally  translate  every  thing  that  was 
offered  in  evidence  on  either  side.  To  which  I  replied,  "You  know  you 
are  all  incapable  of  performing  what  you  promise,  from  your  perfect  igno- 
rance of  the  English  language  ;  besides  which,  who  would  trust  the  linguist 
you  propose  as  interpreter,  were  he  ever  so  well  qualified  ?  Is  he  not  ac- 
knowledged on  all  hands  to  be  a  most  consummate  villain  ?  Would  any 
one  of  you  trust  him  ?"  Not  one  of  them  answered  in  the  affirmative. 
"  Arid  as  for  yourselves,"  I  added,  "  you  know  in  your  own  hearts  you  are 
so  servile  a  set  that  you  dare  not  open  your  mouths  in  opposition  to  any 
thing  however  flagrant  and  unjust  on  the  part  of  the  Mandarin  who,  you 
say,  is  to  preside  at  the  trial."  I  then  left  the  hong  merchants,  and  notified 
the  committee  of  my  wish  to  appear  before  them  ;  to  which  they  assented, 
and  I  addressed  them  as  follows : 

"  Gentlemen  :  The  object  of  my  waiting  on  you  is  to  state  that  the  hong 
merchants,  in  addition  to  their  last  communication,  which  has  been  sub- 
mitted to  you,  have  also  declared  that  the  presence  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Mor- 
rison at  the  trial,  as  interpreter,  is  inadmissible ;  and  that  I  cannot  be  allowed 
a  seat  in  the  court — a  privilege  granted  on  similar  occasions,  not  only  to  a 
captain  in  his  Britannic  Majesty's  navy,  but  to  every  member  of  the  select 
committee  of  honorable  East  India  Company's  supercargoes.  I  have  now 
to  state,  that  since  I  have  had  the  honor  to  hold  the  office  of  consul  of  the 
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United  States  at  this  port,  I  have  never  in  any  one  instance,  (to  my  knowl- 
edge,) in  my  intercourse  with  the  constituted  authorities,  lost  sight  of  the 
proper  respect  due  to  my  office ;  and  as  it  is  my  unalterable  determination 
to  resign  as  soon  as  the  present  distressing  affair  is  bronght  to  a  close.  I  am 
determined  that  the  last  important  act  of  my  administration  shall  nor  be  one 
of  a  degrading  nature.  1  will  not,  therefore,  attend  this  trial,  unless  I  am 
allowed  a  seal  in  the  court,  and  the  benefit  of  Dr.  Morrison's  services  as 
interpreter.  It  remains,  gentlemen,  for  you  to  decide  whether  or  not  I  shall 
attend  the  trial."  I  then  left  the  committee,  who  called  in  the  hong  mer- 
chants, and  shortly  afterwards  I  received  a  communication  from  the  com- 
mittee, through  Messrs.  Gushing  and  Ogden,  stating  that  it  was  their  opinion 
I  ought  not  to  attend  the  trial,  unless  I  was  received  according  to  my  rank, 
allowed  a  seat  in  the  court,  and  every  other  privilege  which  had  been 
granted  to  a  captain  in  his  Britannic  Majesty's  service  ;  that  it  was  never- 
theless their  determination  to  proceed  to  the  trial  on  the  terms  last  prescribed, 
of  which  due  notice  was  given  to  Captain  Cowpland,  as  per  document  N0. 
36.  For  an  account  of  the  proceedings  on  the  trial,  see  document  No.  37, 
which  was  drawn  up  and  handed  to  me  by  a  gentleman  who  was  present. 

On  the  7th,  the  trade  was  stopped,  and  an  embargo  laid  on  all  the  Amer- 
ican shipping  then  in  port ;  of  which  I  gave  due  notice  at  Macao,  where 
ships  always  receive  pilots  to  carry  them  up  the  river,  (see  document  No. 
38.) 

You  will  please  to  observe,  sir,  that,  until  this  period  of  the  negotiation, 
I  was  not  furnished  with  a  single  official  document  from  the  constituted 
authorities;  the  whole  having  been  conducted  in  a  loose  manner  through 
the  hong  merchants,  who  never  ceased  to  urge  the  necessity  of  delivering 
up  the  seaman,  who,  for  some  days  past,  Captain  Cowpland  had  thought 
proper  to  secure  in  a  state  rodrn,  and  guard  constantly  night  and  day.  On 
the  9th,  a  letter  was  received  from  Captain  Cowpland,  (document  No.  39, 
covering  No.  40,)  which,  by  the  advice  of  the  committee,  I  submitted  10  the 
hong  merchants,  for  the  information  of  the  Viceroy ;  and  on  the  llth,  I 
received  an  answer  thereto,  (document  No.  41,)  to  which  I  replied  by  doc- 
ument No.  42.  This  was  the  first  written  communication  I  could  induce 
the  hong  merchants  to  accept  of.  On  the  13th,  I  received  document  No.  43, 
which  it  was  not  thought  necessary  to  reply  to,  being  the  counterpart  of 
No.  41,  and  only  containing  the  Viceroy's  opinion  of  the  case. 

Things  remained  in  this  state  for  many  days  ;  the  hong  merchants  in- 
sisting, on  the  part  of  the  Viceroy,  that  the  accused  should  be  brought  up  to 
Canton,  and  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the  constituted  authorities,  together 
with  his  written  confession  of  having  committed  the  act  with  which  he  was 
charged.  The  hong  merchant,  Pacqua,  who  secured  twelve  American 
vessels,  was  indebted  to  their  supercargoes  and  other  Americans  upwards 
of  a  million  of  dollars,  was  still  in  prison,  and  pressing  them  hard  to  adopt 
some  mode  of  settlement  to  effect  his  release. 

An  inquiry  was  instituted  as  to  the  inward  cargo  of  the  Emily,  which 
entirely  consisted  of  opium  ;  and  a  threat  held  out,  that  in  case  it  was  dis- 
closed to  the  Viceroy,  the  security-merchant  Pacqna  would  inevitably  be 
broke,  and  transported  for  life.  The  hong  merchants  received  for  answer, 
that  nothing  could  induce  the  Americans  to  deliver  up  the  accused  at  Can- 
ion  ;  much  less  accompanied  by  a  certificate  of  confession  of  guilt,  while  he 
declared  himself  innocent ;  that  it  rested  with  those  who  accused  him  of 
the  crime  to  prove  him  guilty,  which  they  had  failed  of  doing,  even  at  the 
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mock  trial ;  whatever  substantial  evidence  they  might  possess,  they  had 
not  thought  proper  to  produce  it.  They  were  clearly  given  to  understand 
that,  if  the  constituted  authorities  sent  proper  officers  on  board  the  Emily 
for  the  purpose  of  seizing  on  the  person  of  the  accused,  no  resistance  would 
be  made  on  the  part  of  the  captain,  officers,  and  crew ;  that,  whatever  might 
be  the  disgust  excited  by  the  mock  trial,  and  consequent  inclinations  on 
the  part  of  the  Americans  to  oppose  the  execution  of  their  cruel  and  unjust 
laws,  they  were  not  possessed  of  a  sufficient  force  to  do  it  effectually,  and 
therefore  declined  the  contest,-placing  a  firm  reliance  in  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  for  a  redress  of  our  grievances,  upon  a  proper  representa- 
tion of  the  facts.  After  frequent  meetings  with  the  hong  merchants,  and 
assurance  on  the  part  of  the  supercargo  of  the  Emily  that  no  resistance 
would  be  made  by  the  ship's  company,  on  the  23d  of  October  the  hong- 
merchants  requested  several  of  the  resident  and  itinerant  supercargoes  to 
meet  them  at  Whampoa  on  the  next  day,  (which  was  appointed  by  the 
Viceroy,)  to  take  Francis  Terranovia  from  on  board  the  ship  Emily,  and 
transport  him  to  Canton,  from  which  time  he  was  to  be  a  state  prisoner. 
Several  of  the  gentlemen,  having  acceded  to  the  request  of  the  hong  mer- 
chants, proceeded  to  Whampoa;  and,  on  the  24th,  about  twenty,  govern- 
ment boats,  manned  and  armed,  came  alongside  of  the  Emily.  Howqua. 
and  several  of  the  olher  hong  merchants,  went  on  board ;  and  the  former, 
at  his  request,  was  introduced  into  the  cabin,  where  Francis  Terrano- 
via was  at  liberty,  walking  up  and  down.  After  having  recognised  him 
as  the  same  person  who  had  undergone  a  mock  trial,  several  Chinese 
soldiers  were  ordered  on  board  of  the  ship  to  take  him  out ;  but,  upon  their 
wish  being  intimated  to  Terranovia,  he  quietly  walked  upon  deck,  and 
from  thence  descended  into  the  Government  boat  which  was  destined  to 
receive  him.  He  was  brought  up  to  Canton,  and  confined  in  the  council- 
house  of  the  hong  merchants,  without  any  person  being  permitted  to  see 
him.  The  linguist,  and  others  appointed  to  attend  to  his  personal  wants, 
were  not  suffered  to  leave  the  house  night  or  day,  for  fear  of  communicating 
with  foreigners.  The  whole  of  the  25th  passed  without  any  legal  proceed- 
ings, which  induced  us  to  place  confidence  in  the  declaration  of  the  hong 
merchants,  and  other  Chinese, stating  that  the  culprit  would  undergo  a  fair 
trial ;  the  result  of  which,  in  case  he  was  convicted,  would  be  forwarded  to 
the  Emperor,  as  no  foreigner  could  be  executed  without  his  order.  On  the 
26th,  ths  trial  commenced  in  the  presence  of  the  local  magistrates,  with 
closed  doors,  guarded  by  Chinese  soldiers.  Many  attempts  were  made  by 
foreigners  of  every  description  to  obtain  admission  into  the  court;  which, 
according  to  the  laws  of  the  empire,  ought  to  have  been  open.  On  the 
27th,  the  trial  proceeded.  The  court  was  held  that  day,  by  the  first  criminal 
judge  of  the  province,  assisted  by  the  local  magistrates.  This  appears  to 
have  decided  the  fate  of  the  culprit.  Before  daybreak  on  the  morning  of 
the  28th,  his  arms  were  pinioned,  and  he  was  conveyed,  under  guard,  in  a 
close  chair,  to  the  palace  of  the  Viceroy.  After  waiting  some  time  in  the 
court-yard,  an  order  was  received  to  execute  him.  He  was  then  carried  to, 
and  strangled  on,  the  same  ground  where,  four  years  ago,  five  Chinese 
were  beheaded  for  the  murder  of  part  of  the  crew  of  the  Wabash,  (see  docu- 
ment No.  44.)  The  body  was  given  up  to  the  commander  of  the  Emily, 
and  decently  interred  at  Whampoa. 

The  trial  and  execution  of  this  unfortunate  man  created  as  much  sur- 
prise and  disgust  among  every  description  of  Chinese,  as  it  did  among  for- 
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eigners,  not  only  from  the  unprecedented  mode  of  proceeding  with  closed 
doors,  but  from  the  immediate  execution  that  followed ;  both  which,  as  I 
am  well  assured  from  the  best  authority,  are  directly  contrary  to  the  laws  of 
the  empire. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  respect,  sir,  your  obedient,  humble  ser- 
vant, 

B.  C.  W1LCOCKS, 

Consul  for  the  United  States  of  America. 
Hon.  JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

[Enclosures.] 

No.  1. 

AMERICAN  CONSULATE, 
Canton,  September  25,  1821. 

SIR  :  I  think  it  my  duty  to  advise  you  forthwith  to  secure  the  person  of 
the  seaman  accused  of  the  murder  of  the  Chinese  woman,  by  placing  him 
in  irons,  and  appointing  a  careful  guard  on  his  person,  to  prevent  his 
escape,  as  the  Chinese  Government  will  not,  in  that  event,  hesitate  to  seize 
on  any  innocent  person  belonging  to  your  ship,  and  execute  him  in  place 
of  the  guilty  man. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  C.  W1LCOCKS, 

Consul  for  the  United  States  of  America. 
Capt.  WILLIAM  S.  COWPLAND, 

Of  the  ship  Emily  of  Baltimore,  Whampoa. 
I  certify  the  above  to  be  a  true  copy. 

EDWARD  GEORGE,  Jr. 

No.  2. 

SHIP  EMILY, 

Whampoa,  September  25,  1821. 

DEAR  SIR  :  Be  assured  I  feel  myself  under  sincere  thanks  to  you  in 
your  presence  and  interference  this  morning,  at  Whampoa,  in  the  disa- 
greeable accident  of  a  China  woman  having  been  drowned  on  the  evening 
, of  the  23d  instant,  near  my  ship  Emily,  wherein  there  appears  an  accusa- 
tion against  the  ship  in  having  given  cause  thereto. 

In  this  unpleasant  business,  wherein  I  firmly  believe  that  neither  my  ship, 
nor  any  person  on  board  belonging  to  her,  has  given^any  cause,  directly  or 
indirectly,  to  this  woman  being  drowned,  and  believe  most  firmly  that  her 
falling  into  the  water  was  accidental.  Therefore,  under  this  circumstance, 
1  will  keep  firm  against  the  China  men  in  their  prosecution  against  my 
ship,  founded  on  the  most  impious  falsehood. 

I  have  the  assurance  of  my  fellows,  the  American  captains  and  com- 
manders of  the  several  American  vessels  laying  here,  to  give  their  full  and 
hearty  support  to  me  in  the  business. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

WILLIAM  S.  COWPLAND. 
B.  C,  WILCOCKS,  Esq., 

American  Consul  at  Canton, 
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No.  3. 


Captain  John  Phillips, 
Isaiah  Lewis, 
Alexander  Clark, 
Jacob  Harman, 
William  Oliver,  jr..   - 
George  R.  Dowdall,  - 
James  Esdall, 
Robert  Edes, 
William  S.  Cowpland, 
Martin  Page, 

Commerford,  - 

Lavender, 


Benjamin  Rhodes, 
L.  Rowland, 
David  Hye, 


of  the  William  Savery; 
Arab; 
Ea; 

Dorothea ; 
Superb; 
China ; 
Panther ; 
Archer ; 
Emily ; 
Washington  ; 
Alexander ; 
Huntress; 
Brig  Wm.  Henry ; 
Brig  Osprey ;  t 
Ship  Alert. 


Resident  merchants. 


John  P.  Gushing, 

Ns.  G.  Ogden, 

D.  W.  C.  Olyphant, 


William  W.  Smith, 
John  B.  Martin, 
John  R.  Latimer, 
Edward  George,  jr., 
Andrew  Hodge,  jr., 


Samuel  Dorr, 
Samuel  Russell, 
John  R.  Thomson. 


Itinerant  supercargoes. 


Durham  Heath, 

Griffin  Stith, 

Charles  J.  Marrififault, 

William  C.  McCall, 

Doctor  Benjamin  Rush  Rhees. 


Copy  of  sundry  depositions  made  at  Whampoa,  respecting  a   Chinese 
woman  drowned^  fyc.  fyc. 

No.  4. 

AMERICAN  CONSULATE,  Canton. 

I,  Francis  Terranovia,  do  hereby  solemnly  swear  and  declare,  that,  at  or 
about  half-past  one  o'clock.  P.  M.,  on  Sunday,  the  23d  day  of  September, 
1821,  on  board  of  the  American  ship  Emily,  i  did  purchase  a  quantity  of 
fruit  from  a  Chinese  woman,  who  was  in  a  small  China  boat  laying  off  the 
bow  of  said  ship,  to  the  amount  of  one  mace.  She  came  in  her  boat  under 
the  bow,  and  I  gave  safe  into  her  hands  an  earthern  pot,  which  she  re- 
ceived, which  was  to  have  been  filled-^  her  with  fruit ;  for  which  I  did,  at 
the  same  time,  give  to  her  one  mace.  She  laid  down  the  earthen  pot  into 
her  boat,  at  which  time  the  boat  was  not  made  fast  to  the  ship.  I  returned 
to  my  dinner,  from  which  I  had  come  ;  and,  on  again  returning  to  the  bow, 
expecting  she  would  have  had  the  fruit  ready,  the  boat,  with  her  in  it,  was 
carried  some  distance  from  the  bow  of  the  ship  with  the  force  of  the  tide, 
and  she,  in  the  act  of  sailing  up  to  regain  the  ship,  fell  into  the  water.  I 
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further  solemnly  swear  and  declare,  that  I  did  not,  in  any  manner  or  way, 
injure  this  woman,  nor  had  I  any  manner  of  intention  to  injure  her  or  her 
boat. 

his 

FRANCIS  XI  TERRANOVIA. 

mark 

Witnessed,  on  board  ship  Emily,  this  25th  day  September,  1821. 


No.  5. 

I,  Anthony  Lizard,  do  solemnly  swear  and  declare,  that,  about  half-past 
one  o'clock,  P.  M.,  on  Sunday,  the  23d  day  of  September,  1821,  on  board 
of  the  ship  Emily,  I  was  taking  my  dinner  along  with  Francis  Terranovia, 
and  that  1  saw  him  quietly  go  to  the  bow  of  the  ship,  and  purchase  from  a 
Chinese  woman,  in  a  small  China  boat,  laying  off  the  bow  a  short  distance, 
some  fruit,  and  handed  to  her  an  earthen  pot  to  put  the  fruit  into  it,  which 
she  safely  received,  and  laid  it  down  in  her  boat  to  have  it  filled.  He  re- 
turned to  his  dinner;  and  again  returning  to  receive  the  fruit  from  her, 
expecting  she  would  have  had  it  ready  to  hand  up  in  the  pot,  but  which  he 
did  not  obtain,  the  tide  having  carried  the  boat,  with  the  woman  in  it,  some 
distance  from  the  bow  of  the  ship. 

his 

ANTHONY  M  LIZARD. 

mark 
Witnessed,  on  board  ship  Emily,  25th  September,  1821. 


No.  6. 

We,  the  undersigned,  Americans,  hereby  solemnly  declare  to  the  follow- 
ing facts : 

Being  on  board  the  ship  Emily  on  Sunday,  the  23d  day  of  September, 
1821,  at  about  half-past  one  o'clock,  P.  M.,  our  attention  was  suddenly 
drawn  to  a  child  crying  in  a  China  boat,  distance  about  thirty  five  or  forty 
feet  outside  the  lower  starboard  steering  sail  boom.  At  first,  we  could  not 
see  any  cause  for  the  child's  crying,  when  a  number  of  China  boats  came 
around,  one  of  which,  (apparently  a  sum-shew  boat,)  with  a  China  man  in 
it,  came  up  to  the  child  crying,  and,  going  into  the  boat  it  was  in,  took  up 
from  the  water  a  China  hat,  which,  when  taken  up,  was  perfectly  whole, 
without  any  appearance  of  injury.  On  discovering  there  was  no  person 
underneath  the  hat,  he  set  up  a  lamentable  cry  ;  and,  holding  it  up,  he  struck 
it  in  a  violent  manner  with  an  earthen  pot,  so  much  that  both  hat  and  pot 
might  have  been  broken  or  injured  ;  the  pot  being  perfectly  whole  when 
the  said  China  man  lifted  it  out  ,pf  the  boat  he  was  in,  which  boat  con- 
tained a  quantity  of  different  kinds  of  fruit.  Much  noise  was  occasioned 
by  a  number  of  China  men  and  women  in  their  boats,  that  had  assembled 
around  the  ship,  showing  signs  and  expressions  of  vengeance  against  the 
ship  Emily  for  occasioning  the  loss  of  a  woman  drowned  from  the  boat  in 
which  the  child  was  crying. 

We  could  not  know  or  see  any  cause  given,  by  any  person  on  board  the 
ship  Emily,  to  occasion  this  accident  of  the  woman  reported  to  have  fallen 
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from  her  boat  into  the  water ;  nor  do  we  believe  that  there  was  any  cause 
£iven  for  such,  by  any  person  whatever  on  board  said  ship  Emily,  and 
•firmly  concluded  it  was  a  matter  of  accident, 

ROBERT  LAWRENCE, 
WILLIAM  I.  EDELIN, 
ROBERT  EDES, 
WILLIAM  OLIVER,  Jr., 
FRED.  W.  COMMERFORD, 
ALEXANDER  CLARK, 
JAMES  ESDALL, 
DANIEL  J.  ABORN, 
BENJAMIN  RUSH  RHEES,  M.  D. 
WHAMPOA,  September  25,  1821, 

No.  7. 

We,  the  undersigned,  do  hereby  solemnly  declare  being  on  board  the  ship 
Emily,  on  the  evening  of  Sunday  the  23d  day  of  September,  1821,  at  the 
time  when  the  China  man  who  is  said  to  claim  the  right  of  being  the  hus- 
band of  the  China  woman  that  was  drowned  the  same  evening,  and  picked 
out  of  the  water  the  China  hat  said  to  belong  to  said  Chinawoman ;  [which] 
was  perfectly  whole  and  sound,  and  was  not  injured  at  that  instant,  when  he 
afterwards  held  it  up  and  struck  it  violently  with  an  earthern  pot,  so  much 
so  as  that  the  hat  might  then  have  become  injured. 
Given  under  our  hands,  at  Whampoa,  this  25th  September,  1821. 

ROBERT  EDES, 
WM.  OLIVER,  Jr. 
ROBERT  LAWRENCE, 
MARTIN  PAGE, 
DANIEL  J.  ABORN, 
ALEXANDER  CLARK, 
JAMES  ESDALL, 
FRED.  W.  COMMERFORD. 

N7o.  8, 

We,  the  undersigned,  do  solemnly  swear  and  declare,  that  we  went  from 
on  board  the  ship  Emily  to  the  ship  Archer,  for  some  chairs,  on  Sunday 
23d  September,  1821,  and,  on  our  returning  in  the  ship's  boat,  about  half- 
past  one  o'clock,  P.  M.,  saw  a  Chinawoman  in  a  small  China  boat,  (distance 
about  thirty  or  forty  feet  from  the  starboard  bow  of  the  said  ship  Emily,)  in 
the  act  of  sculling  her  boat,  fall  into  the  water;  at  which  time  she  had  a 
hat  on  her  head. 
Given  under  our  hands,  this  25th  September.  1821, 

THOMAS  HERBERT, 
JOSEPH  FOTTO, 
MECHALL  RAGIO. 

No.  9. 

We,  men  on  board  of  the  English  ship  Hero  of  Malown,  do  solemnly  de- 
clare, that  we  saw  a  China  woman,  in  a  China  boat,  sculling  up  alongside 
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of  the  American  ship  Emily ;  the  boat  being,  at  the  time,  outside  of  the  end 
of  the  lower  steering  sail  boom  of  said  ship  Emily,  which  was  distant,  in 
our  estimation,  from  thirty-five  to  forty  feet.  And  we  further  declare,  that 
this  accident  took  place  at  three  bells,  or  half-past  one  o'clock,  P.  M.,  and 
that  said  ship  Emily  was  distant  from  us  (on  board  the  ship  Hero  of  Ma- 
lown)  not  more  than  half  a  cable's  length. 

Given  under  our  hands,  on  board  of  the  English  ship  Hero  of  Malown, 
lying  at  Whampoa,  this  25th  September,  1821. 

JOHN  FRANCIS,  his  x  mark. 

That  the  said  John  Francis  saw  her  let  go  the  oar  and  fall  overboard. 


No.  10. 

I,  Robert  Edes,  commander  of  the  ship  Archer,  lying  at  Whampoa,  do 
hereby  solemnly  declare  that  the  China  woman,  said  to  be  drowned  on  the 
evening  of  the  23d  inst.,  near  the  ship  Emily,  I  saw  taken  out  of  the  water 
the  following  morning,  and  firmly  believe  there  was  no  wound  whatever  in 
her  head,  having  had  a  full  view  thereof. 

ROBERT  EDES. 

WHAMPOA,  September  25;  1821. 


No.  11. 

We,  the  undersigned,  on  board  the  ship  Alexander,  lying  at  Whampoa, 
distant  about  two  cables'  length  from  the  ship  Emily,  do  solemnly  declare 
that,  about  half  past  one  o'clock,  P.  M.,  on  the  23d  day  of  September,  1821, 
[we]  saw,  at  the  distance  of  from  thirty-five  to  forty  feet  from  the  side  of  the 
said  ship  Emily,  a  small  China  boat,  in  which  there  was  a  child  crying ;  to 
which  boat  there  came  a  China  man,  in  another  China  boat,  apparently  to 
know  the  cause  of  the  child's  crying.  He  picked  up  from  the  water  a  Chi- 
na hat  that  was  floating  near  the  boat  he  had  entered  ;  and  on  his  lifting 
said  hat,  it  was  perfectly  whole,  and  without  any  mark  of  injury.  He  held 
it  up,  and  with  an  earthern  pot,  which  likewise  was  perfectly  whole,  and 
with  which  he  violently  struck  said  hat,  so  much  so  as  to  injure  both  hat 
and  pot. 

Given  under  our  hands,  on  board  the  ship  Alexander,  this  25th  day  of 
September,  1821. 

JAMES  H.  HENDRICK, 

First  Officer. 


No.  12. 

We,  the  undersigned,  do  solemnly  declare  that  we  do  well  know  the  Chi- 
na man  who  claimed  the  right  of  being  the  husband  of  the  China  woman 
who,  it  is  said,  fell  into  the  water  and  was  drowned,  on  the  evening  of  Sun- 
day the  23d  day  of  September,  1821,  and  hold  him,  in  our  opinion,  a  com- 
mon nuisance  among  the  shipping  at  Whampoa.  He  has  frequently  been 
detected  selling  sumshew  to  our  seamen,  under  the  bows  of  our  ships,  giv- 
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ing  us  much  trouble  by  creating  irregularity  among  our  sailors,  and  causing 
much  sickness  to  them,  in  [which]  he  dared  repeatedly  to  persist. 
Given  under  our  hands3  at  Whampoa.  this  25th  of  September,  1821. 

MARTIN  PAGE, 

Ship  Washington,  Providence. 
WILLIAM  S.  COW  PL  AND, 

Ship  Emily,  Baltimore. 
BENJAMIN  RUSH  RHEES,  M.  D. 
ROBERT  LAWRENCE. 


No.  13. 

We,  the  undersigned,  certify  and  declare,  that  the  Hoppo  woman  named 
Asay,  belonging  to  the  Hoppo  China  boat,  on  the  starboard  side  of  the  ship 
Emily,  did  state,  on  the  evening  of  the  24th  inst.,  in  our  presence  and  to  us, 
that,  on  Sunday  the  23d  inst.,  about  mid-day,  she  saw,  from  the  said  Hoppo 
boat  to  which  she  belonged,  a  small  China  boat  lying  off  the  side  of  the 
ship  Emily,  distant  about  forty  feet,  or  one-third  or  one-half  way  between 
said  ship  and  the  English  ship  Hero  of  Malown,  in  which  boat  there  was  a, 
child  crying  much,  which  attracted  her  attention,  and  that  of  a  number  of 
gentlemen  and  people  on  board  of  the  ship  Emily,  and  afterwards  a  num- 
ber of  China  boats  about  the  ship.  She  did  also  state  that  she  saw  a  China 
man  in  a  small  boat  (apparently  a  sumshew  boat)  come  and  pick  out  of  the 
water  a  large  China  hat,  being  about  the  distance  of  twenty  cubits  from  the 
side  of  the  ship  Emily ;  that,  on  his  taking  up  this  hat,  it  was  entirely  whole ; 
and,  on  his  discovering  there  was  no  person  underneath  this  hat,  he  broke 
out  into  a  lamentable  yell.  That,  previous  to  his  taking  up  the  hat,  he  did 
not  appear  to  see  any  cause,  or  show  any  blame  to  any  particular  ship  or 
person.  That,  after  having  obtained  the  hat,  he  held  it  up,  which  was  per- 
fectly whole.  Thus  holding  it  up,  he  lifted  from  the  boat,  in  which  the 
child  was,  an  earthern  pot,  which  was  likewise  entirely  whole,  and  with 
which  he  violently  struck  the  said  hat,  so  much  that  it,  as  well  as  the  said 
pot,  might  have  both  been  broken  or  have  received  much  injury. 
Given  under  our  hands,  this  25th  day  of  September,  1821,  at  Whampoa. 

ROBERT  LAWRENCE. 

WILLIAM  S.  COWPLAND. 

STEPHEN  ROBINSON. 

ROBERT  EDES,  Ship  Archer. 

DANIEL  T.  ABORN,  Ship  Archer. 

MARTIN  PAGE, 

Ship  Washington  of  Providence. 

No.  14. 

We,  Magill  and  William  Sadler,  on  board  the  ship  Emily,  do  solemnly 
swear  and  declare  :  That  on  or  about  one  o'clock  and  a  half,  P.  M.,  on  Sun- 
day, the  23d  of  September,  1821,  we  saw  a  China  woman  in  a  China  boat, 
outside  of  the  lower  steering-sail  boom,  distance  about  thirty  five  to  forty 
feet ;  and  that  the  said  China  woman,  in  the  act  of  sculling  said  China  boat, 
fell  into  the  water  and  was  reported  to  have  been  drowned  •  and  we  did  not 
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see  or  know  of  any  cause  given  from  the  ship  Emily  to  cause  this  fatal  ac- 
cident, at  the  time  of  which  she  had  a  hat  on  her  head. 

his 

WILLIAM  X  SADLER. 
mark 
his 
MICHAEL  X  COSTOLER. 

mark 
ON  BOARD  SHIP  EMILY,  25th  September,  1821. 

No.  15. 

We,  the  undersigned,  do  hereby  solemnly  declare,  being  on  board  of  the 
ship  Emily  from  one  o'clock  until  five  o'clock,  P.  M.,  on  the  same  day,  Sun- 
day, the  23d  September,  1821,  and  being,  at  the  time  the  accident  took  place 
of  a  China  woman  having  fallen  from  her  boat  into  the  water  and  drowned  ; 
saw  the  China  man  coming  round  the  bows  of  the  ship  Hero  of  Malownr 
in  a  small  China  boat,  who  appeared  to  claim  the  right  of  being  the  hus- 
band of  the  said  China  woman  that  fell  into  the  water  ;  and  we  do  not  be- 
lieve that  said  China  man  could  have  seen  the  accident  of  said  China  wo- 
man falling  into  the  water. 

Given  under  our  hands,  this  25th  September,  1821,  at  Whampoa. 

ROBERT  EDES, 
WILLIAM  OLIVER,  Jr., 
ROBERT  LAWRENCE, 
MARTIN  PAGE, 
DANL.  T.  ABORN, 
ALEXR.  CLARK, 
JAS.  ESDALE, 
FRED.  W.  COMMERFORCK 


No.  16. 

Rowson,  passenger  in  the  ship  Alexander  ;  Cresswell,  chief  officer  of  the 
English  brig  Helen  ;  Willard,  second  officer  of  the  brig  Osprey. 

AMERICAN  CONSULATE,  CANTON. 

SIR:  You  will  please  to  request  the  attendance  of  the  above  three  per- 
sons at  my  office,  as  soon  as  you  can  possibly  transport  them  from  Whampoa^ 
Your  obedient  servant, 

R  C.  WILCOCKS, 

Consul  far  the  United  States  of  America. 
To  JOHN  PHILLIPS,  Esq., 

Commander  of  the  ship  William  Savery. 

No.  17. 

AMERICAN  CONSULATE,  Canton  : 

On  the  twenty  seventh  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty  one,  before  me,  B.  C.  Wilcocks,  consul 
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for  the  United  States  of  America  at  the  port  of  Canton,  personally  appeared 
John  Owens,  chief  mate  of  the  ship  William  Savery,  who,  being  duly  sworn 
upon  the  holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God,  did  declare  :  That,  on  Sunday, 
the  twenty-third  current,  on  board  said  ship  William  Savery,  being  in  con- 
versation with  W.  S.  Rowson,  a  passenger  in  the  ship  Alexander,  he,  the 
said  Rowson,  did  declare  that  he  saw  a  man  throw  a  jar  from  the  ship  Emily, 
which  struck  a  Chinese  woman  (then  in  a  boat  near  the  said  ship  Emily) 
on  the  head,  and  said  woman  instantly  fell  overboard  into  the  water. 

JOHN  OWENS. 
Witnesses : 

CHARLES  J.  MARRIGAULT, 

JNO.  R.  THOMSON. 


[L.  s.J 


In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  of 
office,  the  day  and  year  first  written. 

B.  C.  WILCOCKS, 
Consul  for  the  United  States  of  America. 


No.  18. 

AMERICAN  CONSULATE,  Canton : 

On  this  twenty  seventh  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-one,  before  me,  B.  C.  Wilcocks,  consul 
for  the  United  States  of  America  at  the  port  of  Canton,  personally  appeared 
Edward  Lewis,  third  mate  of  the  ship  William  Savery.  who,  being  duly 
sworn  upon  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God,  did  declare  :  That  on 
Sunday,  the  twenty-third  current,  on  board  said  ship  Savery,  being  in  con- 
versation with  W.  S.  Rowson,  a  passenger  in  the  ship  Alexander,  he,  the 
said  Rowson,  did  declare  that  he  saw  a  man  throw  a  jar  from  the  ship  Emi- 
ly, which  struck  a  Chinese  woman  (then  in  a  boat  near  the  said  ship  Emily) 
on  the  head,  and  said  woman  instantly  fell  overboard  into  the  water. 

EDWARD  LEWIS. 

Wi  tnesses : 

CHARLES  J.  MARRIGAULT, 
JNO.  R.  THOMSON. 

r       -,   In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  of  of- 
fice, the  day  and  year  first  written. 

B.  C.  WILCOCKS, 
Consul  for  the  United  States  of  America. 


No.  19/ 

AMERICAN  CONSULATE,  Canton  : 

On  this  twenty-seventh  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-one,  before  me,  B.  C.  Wilcocks,  consul 
for  the  United  States  of  America  at  the  port  of  Canton,  personally  appeared 
Lewis  C.  Willard,  third  mate  of  the  brig  Osprey,  who,  being  duly  sworn 
upon  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty" God.  did  declare:  That  on  Sun- 
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day,  the  twenty-third  current,  on  board  the  ship  William  Savery,  he  heard 
William  S.  Rowson,  a  passenger  in  the  ship  Alexander,  state  that  he  saw 
a  Chinese  woman  fall  overboard  from  a  small  China  boat,  near  the  ship 
Emily. 

LEWIS  C.  WILLARD. 
Witnesses : 

CHARLES  J.  MARRIGAULT, 
JNO.  R.  THOMSON. 

,       .    In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seat  of 
[L.  s.j        office,  the  day  and  year  first  written. 

B.  C.  WILCOCKS, 
Consul  Jor  the  United  States  of  America. 


No.  20. 

AMERICAN  CONSULATE,  Canton : 

On  this  twenty-seventh  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-one,  before  me,  B.  C.  Wilcocks,  consul 
for  the  United  States  of  America  at  the  port  of  Canton,  personally  appeared 
John  Pastorius,  who,  being  duly  sworn  upon  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Al- 
mighty God,  did  declare  and  say :  That  on  Sunday,  the  twenty  third  current, 
he  was  on  board  the  ship  William  Savery,  when  William  S.  Rowson  came 
on  board  said  ship,  and  that  he  did  not,  at  any  period  during  Rowson's  stay 
on  board  of  said  ship,  hear  him  assert  that  he  saw  a  man  from  on  board  the 
ship  Emily  throw  a  jar  at  a  Chinese  woman  in  a  boat  alongside,  which 
threw  her  overboard. 

JOHN  PASTORIUS. 

Witnesses  : 

EDWARD  GEORGE,  jr. 
WM.  OLIVER,  jr. 

r        -.     In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  of 
office,  the  day  and  year  first  written. 

B.  C.  WILCOCKS, 
Consul  for  the  United  Stales  of  America. 


No.  21. 

AMERICAN  CONSULATE,  Canton : 

On  this  twenty-seventh  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-one,  before  me,  B.  C.  Wilcocks,  consul 
for  the  United  States  of  America  at  the  port  of  Canton,  personally  appeared 
George  McCall,  second  mate  of  the  ship  William  Savery.  and  Martin 
Lazell,  second  mate  of  the  ship  Alexander,  who,  being  duly  sworn  upon 
the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God,  did  declare  :  That  they  were  on 
board  of  the  ship  William  Savery,  on  Sunday,  the  twenty  third  current, 
when  William  S.  Rowson  came  on  board ;  and  that,  during  the  very  short 
time  they  remained  in  his  company,  they  did  not  hear  him  say  that  tie  saw 
a  man  from  on  board  the  ship  Emily  throw  a  jar  at  a  Chinese  woman  in  a 
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boat  alongside,  which  threw  her  into  the  water ;  and  these  deponents  do 
further  declare,  that,  in  a  very  short  time  after  said  Rowson  came  on  board, 
they  left  the  said  ship,  and  said  Rowson  on  board  of  her.  And  further 
these  deponents  say  not. 

GEORGE  McCALL, 
MARTIN  LAZELL. 
Witnesses  : 

EDWARD  GEORGE,  jr., 
CHARLES  J.  MARRIGAULT. 


L.    ..] 


Jn  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  of 
office,  the  day  and  year  first  written. 

B.  C.  WILCOCKS, 
Consul  for  the  United  States  of  America. 


No.  22. 

AMERICAN  CONSULATE,  Canton  : 

On  this  twenty-seventh  day  of  September  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-one,  before  me,  B.  C.  Wilcocks,  consul 
for  the  United  States  of  America  at  the  port  of  Canton,  personally  appeared 
W.  S.  Rowson,  a  passenger  in  the  ship  Alexander,  who.  being  duly  sworn 
upon  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God,  did  declare  :  That  <;  he  never 
said  that  he  saw  a  man  throw  a  jar  from  the  ship  Emily,  which  struck  a 
Chinese  woman  (then  in  a  boat  near  the  said  ship  Emily)  on  the  head,  and 
that  the  said  woman  instantly  fell  overboard  into  the  water ;"  and  further, 
"  that  he  did  not  witness  said  transaction,  or  any  part  thereof." 

WILLIAM  S.  ROWSON. 
Witnesses : 

JOHN  R.  THOMSON, 
CHARLES  J.  MARRIGAULT. 


IL.  s.] 


In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  of 
office,  the  day  and  year  first  written. 

B.  C.  WILCOCKS, 
Consul  for  the  United  States  of  America. 


No.  23. 

AMERICAN  CONSULATE,  Canton  : 

On  this  twenty  seventh  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty  one,  before  me,  B.  C.  Wilcocks,  con- 
sul for  the  United  States  of  America  at  the  port  of  Canton,  personally 
appeared  Edwin  T.  Jenckes  and  David  Nye.  who,  being  duly  sworn  upon 
the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God,  did  declare  and  say  :  That  on  Mon- 
day, the  twenty-fourth  current,  at  the  dinner-table  of  Timothy  G.  Pitman, 
they  did  hear  Thomas  Cresswell,  the  mate  of  the  English  brig  Helen,  as- 
sert  and  declare  that  he,  the  said  Cresswell,  on  the  day  previous  (to  wit, 
Sunday,  the  twenty-third,)  did  see  a  seaman  on  board  the  ship  Emily,  with 
ajar  raised  in  the  attitude  of  throwing,  when  he  was  checked  by  Captain 
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Nye,  or  some  other  person  present,  who  observed  to  him  (Cresswell)  that 
the  had  better  say  nothing  more  about  it.  which  ended  his  observations. 

EDWIN  T.  JENCKES, 
DAVID  NYE. 
Witnesses  : 

JOHN  R.  LATIMER, 
CHARLES  J.  MARRIGAULT. 

rL   g  I     In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  of 
office,  the  day  and  year  first  written. 

B.  C.  WILCOCKS, 
Consul  for  the  United  States  of  America. 

No.  24. 

On  this  twenty-seventh  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-one,  before  me,  B.  C.  Wilcocks,  con- 
sul for  the  United  States  of  America  at  the  port  of  Canton,  personally  ap- 
peared P.  Duquesnay,  who,  being  duly  sworn  upon  the  Holy  Evangelists 
of  Almighty  God,  did  declare  and  say  :  That  Thomas  Cresswell,  chief  mate 
of  the  English  brig  Helen,  immediately  after  his  arrival  at  Canton  from 
Whamnoa,  in  Timothy  G.  Pitman's  factory,  upon  being  asked  by  this  de- 
ponent if  he  had  heard  any  thing  of  this  unhappy  business  at  Whampoa, 
which  had  been  related  in  so  many  ways,  said  Cresswell  replied,  "  I  have 
seen  myself  something  shoved  at  that  woman's  head,  and  the  woman  fell 
overboard." 

P.  DUQUESNAY. 
Witnesses : 

J.  H.  BLIGHT, 

CHARLES  J.  MARRIGAULT. 

r        ,  In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  of  of- 
fice, the  day  and  year  first  written. 

B.  C.  WILCOCKS, 
Consul  for  the  U.  S.  of  America, 

No.  25. 

Declaration,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection. 

I,  John  S.  Wood,  do  declare  that  Thomas  Cresswell,  mate  of  (he  English 
brig  Helen,  did,  on  the  morning  of  the  24th  current,  to  the  best  of  my 
recollection,  state  to  me  in  conversation  that  a  woman  was  drowned  on  the 
preceding  day  at  Whampoa,  near  the  ship  Emily,  which  woman  was  said 
to  have  been  knocked  overboard  by  a  jar  thrown  by  a  sailor. 

JOHN  S.  WOOD. 

AMERICAN  CONSULATE,  Canton: 

On  this  twenty-seventh  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-one,  before  me,  B.  C.  Wilcocks,  consul 
for  the  United  States  of  America  at  the  port  of  Canton,  personally  appeared 
John  S.  Wood,  who,  being  duly  sworn  upon  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Al- 
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mighty  God,  did  declare  and  say:  That  Thomas  Cresswell,  in  the  course  of 
conversation  at  Timothy  Pitman's  factory,  on  Monday,  the  twenty-fourth 
current,  did  declare  to  this  deponent  that  he  was  the  first  person  to  see  the 
Chinese  woman  named  in  the  above  declaration  rise  from  the  water, 
which  circumstance  happened  nearly  between  the  brig  Helen  and  ship 
Emily.  And  further  this  deponent  saith  not. 

JOHN  S.  WOOD. 

Witnesses  to  both  signatures : 
JOHN  R.  LATIMER, 
JOHN  R.  THOMSON. 

r  ->  In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  of  of- 
L  '  *J  fice,  the  day  and  year  first  written. 

B.  C.  WILCOCKS, 
Consul  for  the  U.  S.  of  America. 

No.  26. 

AMERICAN  CONSULATE,  Canton : 

On  this  twenty-eighth  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-one,  before  me,  B.  C.  Wilcocks,  consul 
for  the  United  States  at  the  port  of  Canton,  personally  appeared  Thomas 
Cresswell,  chief  mate  of  the  brig  Helen,  of  Calcutta,  who,  being  duly  sworn 
upon  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God,  did  declare  and  say :  That  on 
Sunday,  the  twenty-third  current,  he  was  on  board  of  the  ship  Hero  of 
Maiown,  delivering  some  cargo  from  the  Helen's  boat,  when  he  heard  a 
child  cry  in  a  boat,  near  the  ship  Emily,  which  attracted  his  attention,  and 
caused  him  to  look  over  the  side  of  the  Maiown,  when  he  saw  a  China  man 
pick  up  a  hat  which  was  floating  on  the  water,  and  shortly  after  scull  along- 
side of  the  said  ship  Emily,  and  hold  up  a  jar,  showing  it  to  the  people  on 
board  of  the  said  ship,  at  the  same  time  crying  very  much  ;  and  this  de- 
ponent does  further  declare  that  he  never  has,  upon  any  occasion,  made  a 
statement,  relative  to  the  above  facts,  different  irom  those  contained  in  this 
deposition.  And  further  this  deponent  saith  not. 

THOMAS  CRESSWELL. 

Witnesses : 

EDWARD  GEORGE,  Jr. 
CHARLES  J.  MARRIGAULT. 

r  ,  In  testimony  whereof,  1  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  of  of- 
l>  S-J  ficg5  tne  Jay  anc|  year  first  Written. 

B.  C.  WILCOCKS, 
Consul  for  the  U.  S.  of  America. 

No.  27. 

AMERICAN  CONSULATE,  Canton: 

On  this  twenty  seventh  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-one,  before  me,  B.  C.  Wilcocks,  consul 
for  the  United  States  of  America  at  the  port  of  Canton,  personally  appeared 
Joseph  Hayden,  carpenter  of  the  ship  Archer,  who,  being  duly  sworn  upon 
the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God,  did  declare  and  say :  That  on  Sun- 
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day,  the  twenty-third  current,  he  saw  a  Chinese  woman  fall  overboard,  in 
the  act  of  sculling  her  boat,  when  distant  about  thirty  feet  from  the  ship 
Emily,  at  which  time  she  had  her  hat  on,  which  was  afterwards  picked  up 
by  a  man  from  another  boat,  and  taken  alongside  of  said  ship  Emily  ;  and 
that  he  saw  nothing  thrown  at  or  strike  the  person  of  said  Chinese  woman. 

JOSEPH  HAYDEN. 
Witnesses : 

JOHN  R.  LATIMER, 
JAS.  H.  BLIGHT. 

r       -,  In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  of  of" 
fice,  the  day  and  year  first  written. 

B.  C.  W1LCOCKS, 
Consul  for  the  U.  S.  of  America. 

No.  28. 

On  this  twenty-seventh  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-one,  before  me,  B.  C.  Wilcocks,  consul 
for  the  United  States  of  America  at  the  port  of  Canton,  personally  appeared 
William  Bowers,  seaman  on  board  of  the  ship  Archer,  who,  being  duly 
sworn  upon  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God,  did  declare  :  That  on 
Sunday,  the  23d  current,  he  saw  a  Chinese  woman  fall  overboard  in  the  act  of 
sculling  her  boat,  when  distant  about  thirty  feet  from  the  ship  Emily ;  at 
which  time  she  had  her  hat  on  ;  which  was  afterwards  picked  up  by  a  man 
from  another  boat,  and  taken  alongside  of  said  ship  Emily  ;  and  that  he  saw 
nothing  thrown  at  or  strike  the  person  of  the  said  Chinese  woman. 

WILLIAM  BOWERS. 
Witnesses : 

CHARLES  J.  MARRIGAULT, 
EDWARD  GEORGE,  jr. 

r        -,  In  testimony  whereof,  1  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  of  office, 
the  day  arid  year  first  written. 

B.  C.  WILCOCKS, 
Consul  for  the  United  States  of  America. 


No.  29. 

AMERICAN  CONSULATE,  Canton  : 

On  this  twenty-seventh  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty  one,  before  me,  B.  C.  Wilcocks,  consul 
for  the  United  States  at  the  port  of  Canton,  personally  appeared  a  Portu- 
guese man  of  color,  named  John  Francis,  maintopman  of  the  ship  Hero  of 
Malown,  who,  being  dulysworn  upon  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God, 
did  declare  and  say :  That  on  a  certain  day  (which  he  cannot  now  recollect) 
he  was  clearing  said  ship's  maintop,  when,  on  looking  towards  the  ship 
Emily,  he  saw  a  Chinese  woman  sculling  her  sanpan  close  to  the  lower 
steering-sail  boom  of  said  ship  Emily,  when  the  aforesaid  woman  fell  over- 
board backwards,  with  her  hat  on  her  head  ;  that  the  woman  sunk  and  the 
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hat  floated.     He  did  not  see  any  thing  whatsoever  strike  the  said  woman. 
And  further  this  deponent  saith  not. 

his 
JOHN  K  FRANCIS. 

mark 
Witnesses : 

JOHN  R.  LATIMER, 
CHARLES  J.  MARRIGAULT. 

r       -j    In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  of 
office,  the  day  and  year  first  written. 

B.  C.  WILCOCKS, 
Consul  for  the  United  States  oj  America, 


No.  30. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  residents,  supercargoes,  and  captains,  held  at  the  creek 
factory,  on  Friday,  the  28th  September,  1821,  to  determine  on  the  course 
proper  for  Captain  Cowpland  to  pursue,  in  the  case  of  Francis  Terranovia, 
the  seaman  of  the  ship  Emily  of  Baltimore,  accused  by  the  Chinese  author- 
ities of  having,  on  Sunday,  23d  inst.,  killed  a  Chinese  woman,  the  following 
named  gentlemen  were  appointed  for  the  purpose  : 

J.  P.  dishing,  Samuel  Russell,  N.  G.  Ogden,  D.  W.  C.  Olyphant,  J.  P. 
Sturgis,  W.  H.  Smith,  E.  George,  E.  T.  Jenckes,  J.  R.  Latimer,  D.  Heath, 
John  Phillips,  Jas.  Esdall,  Robt.  Edes,  Isaiah  Lewis,  and  George  R.  Dow- 
dall.  All  present  but  J.  P.  Sturgis. 

It  was  determined  that  B.  C.  Wilcocks,  Esq.  the  consul,  be  requested  to 
make  application  to  the  proper  authorities  that  the  said  seaman  shall  be 
tried  for  the  said  supposed  offence,  on  board  the  ship  Emily,  or  outside  the 
city,  as  has  been  done  iti  former  instances  ;  that  they  shall  give  him  a  fair 
and  impartial  trial,  in  which  all  evidence  for  his  defence,  foreign  or  Chinese, 
shall  be  equally  and  impartially  received  ;  the  friends  of  the  accused  to  be 
present  during  his  trial ;  and  the  prisoner  be  permitted  to  remain  in  the  cus- 
tody of  Captain  Cowpland,  he  being  security  for  his  forthcoming,  until  they 
are  ready  to  proceed  on  his  trial. 

JNO.  P.  GUSHING, 
SAMUEL  RUSSELL, 
NIGH.  G.  OGDEN. 
D.  W.  C.  OLYPHANT, 
WM.  H.  SMITH, 
JNO.  R.  LATIMER, 
EDW.  GEORGE,  jr. 
EDW.  T.  JENCKES, 
D.  HEATH, 
JOHN  PHILLIPS, 
JAMES  ESDALL, 
ROBT.  EDES, 
ISAIAH  LEWIS, 
GEORGE  R.  DOWDALL. 
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i 

No.  31. 

CANTON,  September  28,  1821. 

SIR  :  Enclosed  I  hand  you  a  document,  containing  the  sentiments  of  a 
number  of  gentlemen,  merchants,  supercargoes,  and  commanders  of  Ameri- 
can vessels,  which  meet  with  my  full  approbation,  and  by  which  1  shall  be 
guided. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

WM.  S.  COWPLAND. 
BENJAMIN  C.  WILCOCKS,  Esq. 

American  Consul  at  Canton* 

No.  32. 

AMERICAN  CONSULATE, 

Canton,  September  28, 1821. 

GENTLEMEN  :  1  submit  to  you  the  propriety  of  postponing  the  trial  of 
Francis  Terranovia  until  the  arrival  of  the  Rev.  Doctor  ^Morrison,  from 
Macao,  which  will  probably  take  place  on  Thursday  next,  when  i  have  no 
doubt  he  will  give  every  aid  and  assistance  in  his  power  to  the  culprit. 
I  am,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  C.  WILCOCKS, 
Consul  for  the  United  States  of  America. 

Messrs.  GUSHING.  RUSSELL,  OGDEN,  OLYPHANT,  STURGIS,  SMITH,  GEORGE, 
JENCKES,  LATIMER,  HEATH,  and  Captains  PHILLIPS,  ESDALL,  EDES, 
LEWIS,  and  DOWDALL. 

No.  33. 

GENTLEMEN  :  Having  been  informed  by  Mr.  Wilcocks  that  the  trial  will 
take  place  on  board  my  ship,  at  Whampoa,  1  beg  leave  to  say  that  she  will 
be  in  readiness  on  Monday  next. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  COWPLAND. 
CANTON,  October  5,  1821. 


No.  34 

GENTLEMEN  :  It  has  been  suggested  to  me,  by  Mr.  Wilcocks,  that  it  may 
be  proper  to  have  on  board  ship  Emily  fifty  or  sixty  armed  sailors,  at 
the  trial  about  to  take  place.  For  my  own  part,  1  am  opposed  to  this,  thinking 
it  will  have  a  tendency  to  irritate  the  feelings  of  the  judges. 

I  address  myself,  gentlemen,  to  you,  with  the  hope  that  you  will  prevent 
this  thing.  However,  if  you  are  -of  opinion  that  it  will  be  proper  to  have  the 
armed  sailors  on  board  my  ship  at  the  trial,  it  will  of  course  be  done. 

Very  respectfully,  I  arn,  ffentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  COWPLAND, 
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No.  35. 

CANTON,  October  5,  1821. 

SIR  :  In  reply  to  your  note  of  this  morning,  requesting  our  opinion  on 
the  propriety  of  having  an  armed  force  on  board  your  ship  during  the  trial 
of  Francis  Terranovia,  we  do  not  hesitate  to  say  we  think  it  is  unnecessary, 
and  would  show  a  want  of  confidence  in  the  Chinese  officers,  which  would 
tend  to  injure  the  cause  of  the  man.  Having  consented  to  try  him  on 
board  your  ship,  we  think  it  would  be  proper  to  have  him  attended  by  not 
more  than  four  men,  armed  with  cutlasses,  to  show  that  a  proper  attention 
has  been  paid  by  you  to  prevent  his  escape. 

If  it  is  thought  necessary,  we  will  be  present  during  the  trial.     You  will 
please  inform  us,  as  soon  as  you  ascertain  the  hour  when  it  is  to  take  place. 
We  are,  sir,  your  obedient  servants, 

J.  P.  CUSHING, 
SAMUEL  RUSSELL, 
N.  G.  OGDEN, 
D.  W.  C.  OLYPHANT, 
W.  H.  SMITH, 
EDWARD  GEORGE,  Jr., 

D.  HEATH, 

J.  R.  LATIMER, 
JAMES  ESDALL, 
GEORGE  R.  DOWDALL, 
JOHN  PHILLIPS, 
ISAIAH  LEWIS, 

E.  T.  JENCKES, 
ROBERT  EDES. 

Captain  WM.  S.  COWPLAND, 

of  the  ship  Emily. 

No,  36. 

CANTON,  October  5,  1821. 

SIR  :  Since  our  letter  of  this  morning,  we  have  been  informed  by  Mr, 
Wilcocks  that  the  Viceroy  has  ordered  the  Pan-yu  to  proceed  to  try  Fran- 
cis Terranovia,  the  seaman  belonging  to  your  ship,  to-morrow  morning, 
and  that  he  objects  to  the  Rev.  Robert  Morrison  as  interpreter.  To  the 
former,  we  presume,  you  can  have  no  objections — that  is,  that  he  shall  be 
tried  to-morrow :  to  the  latter,  we  only  can  remark  that  Mr.  Morrison,  having 
been  called  on  by  Mr.  Wilcocks,  consented  to  attend,  provided  he  was 
asked  by  the  Chinese  officers  :  since  he  is  objected  to  by  them,  we  can  of 
course  only  regret  we  cannot  have  his  services.  On  the  principle  of  non- 
resistance  to  the  Government  we  live  under,  (which  we  wish  to  be  under- 
stood as  having  governed  us  in  the  opinions  and  advice  we  have  given 
you,)  they  having  acceded  to  our  just  requests  of  open  trial,  and  hearing 
our  evidence,  and  even  consenting  to  its  taking  place  on  board  your  ship. 
However  much  we  may  regret  the  circumstance,  we  would  advise  your 
acceding  to  it — it  being  fully  understood  the  Viceroy  objects  to  his  at- 
tendance. 

The  majority  (probably  all  of  us)  will  attend  the  trial.   It  is  believed  the 
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Mandarins  will  be  alongside  your  ship  by  eight  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

It  is  understood,  should  the  man  be  condemned,  he  is  to  be  peaceably 

taken  out  of  the  ship  by  them. 

We  would  recommend  your  not  permitting  more  seamen  than  compose 

your  own  ship's  company  to  be  on  board  during  the  trial. 
We  are,  sir,  your  obedient  servants, 

J.  P.  CUSHTNG, 
SAMUEL  RUSSELL, 
N.  G.  OGDEN, 
D.  W.  C.  OLYPHANT, 
W.  H.  SMITH, 
EDWARD  GEORGE,  Jr.. 

D.  HEATH, 

J.  R.  LATIMER, 
JAMES  ESDALL, 
GEORGE  R.  DOWDALL, 
JOHN  PHILLIPS, 
ISAIAH  LEWIS, 

E.  T.  JENCKES, 
ROBERT  EDES. 

Captain  WM.  S.  COWPLAND, 

of  the  ship  Emily. 

No.  37.      „ 

On  Saturday,  6th  of  October,  1821,  the  day  appointed  for  the  trial  of 
Francis  Terranovia,  a  seaman  on  board  the  ship  Emily  of  Baltimore,  on  a 
charge  of  having  caused  the  death  of  a  Chinese  woman  at  Whampoa,  the 
23d  ultimo  :  present  all  the  American  residents  at  Canton,  (except  the 
American  consul  and  N.  G.  Ogden,  Esq.,)  the  supercargoes  of  the  different 
vessels  then  in  port,  with  their  respective  captains ;  when  the  following  cir- 
cumstances occurred : 

The  Pan-yu  (a  magistrate)  presiding  over  the  district  in  which  Whampoa 
is  situated,  at  an  early  hour  left  Canton,  and,  with  an  immense  retinue,  pro- 
ceeded to  the  ship  Emily,  on  board  of  which  the  trial  was  to  take  place. 
Upon  his  reaching  the  deck  of  the  ship,  he  addressed  himself  to  the  Ame- 
ricans, and  (through  the  linguist)  declared  that  the  ship  and  the  property 
were  then  under  his  protection,  and  any  damage  she  might  sustain  he 
would  reimburse,  upon  a  proper  representation. 

With  this  declaration,  he  advanced  to  the  chair  assigned  him,  and  took 
his  seat. 

The  hong  merchant  who  secured  the  ship,  and  her  linguist,  were  then 
called  up,  and,  after  making  the  usual  prostrations,  acknowledged  them- 
selves in  their  respective  capacities.  The  Pan-yu  then  assured  us,  through 
the  linguist,  of  his  friendly  disposition  ;  of  his  desire  to  avoid  rather  than 
create  trouble ;  of  the  sacred  duty  he  was  about  to  discharge ;  and  appealed 
to  Heaven  for  judgment  of  the  motives  by  which  himself  was  actuated. 

He  then  asked  what  defence  the  Americans  were  prepared  to  make  for 
the  prisoner.  It  was  replied :  Our  evidence  can  prove  that  the  jar,  which  is 
said  to  be  the  instrument  that  caused  the  death  of  the  woman,  was  safely 
delivered  by  the  accused  into  her  hands ;  and  that  she  fell  overboard  at  the 
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distance  of  thirty  feet  and  upwards  from  the  ship  Emily;  that  she  was  seen, 
from  on  board  the  Hero  of  Malovvn,  (an  English  ship  lying  near  the 
Emily,)  to  fall  overboard  whilst  in  the  act  of  sculling  her  boat;  that  no  jar, 
or  any  such  instrument,  was  thrown  at  her,  or  caused  her  falling  into  the 
water;  that,  from  the  relative  situation  of  the  boat  to  the  ship,  it  was  im- 
possible to  strike  the  woman  on  the  side  of  the  head  on  which  the  wound 
was  inflicted;  and  that  the  jar  could  not  have  cut  the  hat  in  the  manner  in 
which  it  was  cut.  We  declared,  as  our  belief,  that  the  boat  having  been 
swept,  by  the  strength  of  the  tide,  some  distance  from  the  ship,  the  woman, 
in  her  anxiety  to  regain  her  station,  had,  by  a  misstep,  fallen  overboard, 
and,  in  the  act,  had  struck  her  head  against  the  pivot  on  which  the  scull 
moves,  or  the  sharp  edge  of  the  boat,  which  caused  her  death. 

This  defence  we  urged  in  a  general  way,  and  stated  our  ability  to  sub- 
stantiate, by  evidence,  what  we  had  then  declared. 

The  Pan-yu  then  called  for  the  Chinese  witnesses — the  husband  of  the 
woman  drowned,  a  woman  belonging  to  the  hoppo-boat  astern  of  the  Emily, 
and  two  children  from  eight  to  twelve  years  of  age — who  gave  their  evi- 
dence on  their  knees,  their  heads  bowed  to  the  deck:  which  evidence  was 
not  explained  to  us.  We  requested  that  the  woman,  who  appeared  to  be 
the  principal  witness,  should  speak  to  us  in  English,  as  she  understood  it 
far  better  than  the  linguist,  who,  from  ignorance,  could  not  explain  her  tes- 
timony, or,  from  the  fear  of  offending  the  Pan-yu,  would  not  do  it  correctly. 
This  request  was  refused;  but  we  were  informed  that  the  witness  saw  the  jar 
thrown,  and  the  woman  fall  overboard  in  consequence  of  the  blow.  We 
immediately  attempted  to  convince  the  Pan-yu,  that,  from  the  position  of 
the  hoppo  boat,  riding  astern  of  the  ship,  it  was  impossible  for  this  woman 
to  have  seen  any  part  of  the  transaction  ;  and  that  she  had  declared,  before 
several  captains  and  others,  her  total  ignorance  of  the  affair  until  her  atten- 
tion had  been  attracted  by  the  cries  of  a  child,  when  she  saw  a  hat  floating 
on  the  surface  of  the  water,  arid  a  man  sculling  anxiously  towards  it.  We 
urged  that,  as  she  had  given  contradictory  statements,  her  evidence  should 
be  wholly  dispensed  with.  The  instruments  of  torture  were  then  produced, 
but  not  applied ;  and  the  woman  adhering  to  her  former  statement,  was  ex- 
cused by  the  Pan-yu,  saying,  she  had  spoken  differently  to  gain  the  favor 
of  the  Americans,  but  she  now  spoke  truth;  if  not,  he  assured  us  Heaven 
would  punish  her.  We  thfin  proved  that  the  children  produced  as  wit- 
nesses had  seen  no  part  of  the  aifair,  as  they  were  brought  from  shore 
some  time  after  it  had  occurred.  To  this,  nor  to  any  thing  we  urged,  would 
the  Pau-yu  listen,  and  invariably  silenced  both  Howqua  and  the  linguist 
when  they  were  explaining  our  statement.  He  said  he  had  himself  seen 
the  woman  and  the  jar ;  he  believed  the  man  guilty ;  if  he  had  judged 
wrongfully,  it  was  Heaven's  business  ;  and  arose  in  a  passion  from  his  chair, 
as  if  the  trial  was  concluded.  We  then  complained  to  the  hong  merchants 
of  his  overbearing  and  shameful  conduct,  and  charged  them  with  a  breach 
of  their  engagement,  as  they  promised  us  a  fair  trial,  but  had  not  heard  our 
witnesses.  The  Pan-yu,  at  length,  was  prevailed  upon  by  Howqua  to  re- 
sume his  chair,  and  an  American  sailor  was  brought  forward  to  prove  that 
the  jar  was  handed  into  the  woman's  hand,  but  the  judge  seemed  determined 
not  to  hear  him;  and,  after  about  half  an  hour  spent  in  the  utmost  con- 
fusion, he  left  the  deck  of  the  Emily,  exhibiting  every  mark  of  rage, 
and  repaired  on  board  his  own  boat,  leaving  the  hong  merchant  and  lin- 
guist on  board  the  Emily.  Thus  concluded  this  mockery  of  justice,  when. 
3 
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the  Chinese  had  agreed  to  receive  foreign  evidence  upon  the  same  footing 
as  their  own,  and  that  equal  confidence  should  be  reposed  in  them.  After 
the  Pan-yu  had  left  the  ship,  the  hong  merchants,  in  his  name,  demanded 
the  prisoner.  We  expressed  our  dissatisfaction  in  the  most  pointed  manner, 
and  accused  them  of  a  breach  of  faith;  reminded  them  of  their  promises 
and  engagements ;  and  expressed  our  conviction  that  the  man  was  pre- 
judged, arid  that  this  trial  was  only  a  feint  to  obtain  possession  of  his  per- 
son. We,  notwithstanding,  acknowledged  ourselves  amenable  to  the  laws 
of  the  country,  and  declared  no  resistance  would  be  made  to  the  enforce- 
ment of  thePan-yu's  orders:  but  as  they  had  violated  every  principle  of 
honor  and  good  faith,  and  as  a  contract  violated  by  one  party  is  not  bind- 
ing on  the  other,  we  declined  surrendering  the  man,  except  to  force  ;  and, 
with  the  man,  we  would  strike  the  flag,  and  surrender  the  ship.  We  are 
now  in  your  power;  the  ship  is  surrounded  by  man-of-war  boats;  we  are 
in  number  only  about  forty,  you  have  as  many  hundred;  take  the  man, 
but  the  flag  shall  never  waive  over  the  heads  of  those  it  cannot  protect 
against  injustice.  This  circumstance  had  such  an  effect  on  the  Pan-yu,  that 
he  refused  to  take  possession  of  the  man,  if  striking  the  flag  was  to  be  the 
consequence.  The  hong  merchants,  however,  made  many  attempts  to 
overreach  us  in  their  negotiations,  and  endeavored  to  persuade  us  he  should 
have  a  new  trial  at  Canton  ;  but  experience  had  taught  us  wisdom,  and  we 
knew  what  faith  ought  to  be  placed  in  the  word  of  a  hong  merchant,  and 
were  resolute.  When  the  Pan-yu  discovered  our  determination  not  tacitly 
to  submit  to  his  unreasonable  demands,  he  sent  on  board  the  ship,  and  put 
the  linguist  in  chains;  and,  soon  after,  the  security-merchant  of  the  ship 
(Pacqua)  suffered  the  like  disgrace.  Shortly  after,  the  Pan  yu  left  the  ship, 
and  ordered  the  hong  merchants  to  follow  him  to  the  city,  where  he  would 
lay  a  statement  of  the  case  before  the  Viceroy.  We  were,  at  first,  greatly 
at  a  loss  in  accounting  for  the  strange  and  unheard-of  violation  ot  every 
article  agreed  upon  by  the  committee  and  the  hong  merchants,  on  the  part 
of  the  Pan-yu;  but  we  have  since  discovered  that  the  hong  merchants,  re- 
lying upon  the  pliant  and  accommodating  disposition  of  the  Americans, 
and  their  own  cunning,  to  get  possession  of  the  man  under  almost  any  cir- 
cumstances, deceived  both  the  Pan-yu  and  the  committee,  and,  as  the  organ 
of  communication,  delivered  false  messages  and  reports  to  both  parties. 
CANTON,  October  10,  1821. 


No.  38. 

NOTICE 

To  the  commanders  of  American  vessels  bound  to  the  port  of  Canton, 

AMERICAN  CONSULATE, 

Canton,  October  8,  1821. 

The  undersigned,  consul  of  the  United  States  of  America  at  the  port  of 
Canton,  gives  notice  that  an  embargo  has  been  laid  on  all  American  vessels 
at  W'hampoa,  and  the  trade  with  them  suspended,  by  an  order  from  the 
Viceroy  of  this  province. 

It  therefore  becomes  a  question  for  each  individual  commander  to  decide, 
whether,  under  existing  circumstances,  he  will  proceed  with  his  vessel  to 
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Whampoa,  or  remain  without  the  Bocca-Tigris,  until  the  cause  of  the  sus- 
pension  shall  be  removed  $  due  notice  of  which  shall  be  immediately  for- 
warded to  Macao, 

B.  C.   WILCOCKS, 
'Consul  for  the  United  States  of  America. 


No.  39, 

CANTON,  October  9,  1821. 

GENTLEMEN:  Enclosed  I  hand  yon,  herewith,  a  letter  which  I  received 
ihis  morning  from  my  first  officer;  it  being  the  opinion  of  several  gentle- 
men that  the  contents  thereof  should  be  made  known  to  the  hong  mer- 
chants. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  COWPLAND. 
To  the  GENTLEMEN  composing  the  committee. 


No.  40, 

WHAMPO&,  October  8,  1821. 

DEAR  SIR:  Nothing  different  from  what  you  already  know  has  occur- 
red on  board,  and  every  thing  remains  quiet.  Frank  is  much  cast  down, 
and  loathes  his  food :  he  has  refused  three  meals  in  succession. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

STEPHEN  ROBINSON. 

Seen  by  J.  P.  Gushing,  N.  G.  Ogden,  Samuel  Russell,  Dr.  W.  C.  Olyphant, 
Edward  George,  jr.,  J.  R.  Latimer,  W.  H.  Smith,  E.  T,  Jenckes,  John 
Phillips,  James  Esdall,  Hobart  Edes,  George  R.  Dowdall,  D.  Heath. 

Communicated  by  the  American  consul  to  the  constituted  authorities, 
through  the  hong  merchants,  by  order  of  ttee  committee. 

B.  C.  WILOOCKS, 

Consul  for  the  United  States  of  America. 
OCTOBER  9,  1821. 


No.  41, 

An  official  paper  from  the  Whampoa  magistrate  to  the  Jiong  merchants, 
concerning  the  homicide  said  to  have  been  committed  by  an  American 
seaman. 

OCTOBER  11, 1821. 

Wang,  by  special  appointment  the  district  magistrate  of  Pan-yu,  to  the 
hong  merchants  Howqua,  Mowqua,  and  others  : 

The  said  merchants  have  reported  that  the  American  chief,  Wilcocks, 
stated  to  them  that  Captain  Keih-pe-lun  had  received  a  letter  from  a  mate 
of  the  said  vessel,  informing  him  that  Fuh  lan-se-sze-teang-la-no-fei-leaou 
had  now,  through  grief,  become  sick,  and  had  not  eaten  food  for  two  days. 
To  appearance,  his  complaint  was  rather  serious,  &c> 
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The  hong  merchants  were  requested  to  make  this  statement  to  Govern- 
ment, and,  as  was  reasonable,  did  so ;  waiting  still  for  the  decision  of  Gov- 
ernment. But  as  this  Francis  Terranovia  "has  not  confessed  that  he  put 
his  hand  to  the  deed  which  caused  the  death  of  the  Tanka  woman  Ko- 
leang-she,  it  assumes  that  the  said  foreigner  is  not  the  murderer  ;  and,  there- 
fore, what  necessity  was  there  to  report  his  sickness  'I  However,  if  he  be 
really  the  murderer,  the  said  chief  ought  to  have  taken  his  confession  and 
delivered  it  to  me,  that  I,  having  prooi  before  me,  might  be  enabled  to  as- 
certain whether  or  not  this  be  the  before-examined  Francis  Terranovia's 
proper  person,  and  that  I  might  then  report  the  occurrences  to  the  superior 
officers,  that  they  may  try  the  case,  and  report  to  his  Imperial  Majesty,  and 
then  act  according  to  his  commands.  If  the  said  foreigner  be  seriously  ill, 
and  before  any  confession  has  been  taken  from  him  a  communication  is 
made  to  Government,  and  all  at  once  he  dies,  it  must  have  arisen  either 
from  a  desire  to  slur  over  the  affairs  of  him  who  caused  the  death  of  Ko- 
leang-she,  and  so  close  the  legal  proceedings,  or  it  must  be  that  some  other 
dead  foreigner  has  been  substituted  in  his  place.  Bui  it  is  not  only  impos- 
sible to  slur  over  the  legal  proceedings,  and  ctose  them  in  this  way ;  but  the 
hong  merchants  will,  moreover,  be  chargeable  with  the  crime  of  deception. 
Let  the  hong  merchants  promulge,  authoritatively,  this  edict  to  the  said 
chief,  and  require  him  to  ascertain  clearly  whether  the  said  foreigner,  Fran- 
cis Terranovia,  be  or  be  not  the  actual  murderer,  and  take  a  true  affidavit 
and  confession,  and  report  immediately,  to  enable  the  prosecution  to  go  on. 

They  must  not  listen  to  the  crafty  ingenuity  of  the  said  foreigners,  and. 
by  the  aid  of  ambiguity,  make  their  experiments  on  Government. 

'  Let  the  merchants  still  wait  till  the  circumstances  be  reported  to  all  the 
higher  officers  of  Government ;  and  I,  besides  issuing  a  proclamation,  here- 
by command  the  merchants  to  act  agreeably  to  the  tenor  of  this  reply,  and 
forthwith  order  the  American  chief,  Wilcocks,  to  ascertain  clearly  whether 
Francis  Terranovia  be  or  be  not  the  actual  murderer  who  wounded  Ko- 
leang  she,  and  caused  her  to  fall  into  the  water  and  be  drowned,  and  to 
take  affidavits  and  confessions.  Let  an  answer  be  returned  this  very  day? 
that  I,  having  proof  before  me,»may  proceed  in  the  affair. 

(Ye  hong'merchants !)  do  not  listen  to  the  crafty,  fraudulent  ingenuity 
of  the  foreigners,  and  bring  upon  yourselves  future  sorrow. 

Tremble  at  this. — A  special  edict. 

TAOUKWANG,  1st  year^  —  day. 


No.  42. 

AMERICAN  CONSULATE, 

Canton,  October  13.  1821. 

The  undersigned,  consul  of  the  United  States  of  America  at  the  port  of 
Canton,  (fee.,  &c.,  &c.,  makes  known  to  the  authorities  constituted  over  the 
place  of  his  residence,  in  the  case  of  Francis  Terranovia,  (a  seaman  on 
board  of  the  ship  Emily,  of  Baltimore,)  who  stands  charged  by  them  with 
having  caused  the  death  of  a  Chinese  woman,  on  the  23d  ult.,  at  Whampoa : 

That  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  in  their  orders  and  instruc- 
tions to  him,  declare  that  no  judicial  authority  belongs  to  his  office,  except 
what  may  be  expressly  given  by  a  law  of  the  United  States ;  and  as  the 
undersigned  knows  of  no  law  authorizing  him  to  try  an  individual,  and  de- 
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liver  him  up  to  the  constituted  authorities,  he  begs  leave  -most  explicitly  to 
declare  that  nothing  shall  induce  him  to  incur  so  heavy  a  responsibility  as 
would  inevitably  attend  a  compliance  with  their  unprecedented  demand  to 
that  effect,  received  through  the  hong  merchants,  Howqua,  Mowqua,  &c., 
on  the  12th  current.  He  shall,  therefore,  consider  all  future  demands,  of 
a  similar  nature,  as  answered  by  this  declaration. 

Captain  Cowpland,  and  Mr.  Stith,  the  supercargo  of  the  Emily,  state  that 
Francis  Terranovia  persists  in  his  innocence  of  the  charges  preferred 
against  him  by  the  constituted  authorities  ;  and  the  undersigned,  after  a 
minute  investigation  of  the  evidence  regarding  the  whole  affair,  which  was 
instituted  with  a  view  to  satisfy  his  own  mind  and  the  minds  of  his  coun- 
trymen, cannot  discover  any  proof  of  guilt  on  the  part  of  Terranovia. 

In  answer  to  the  charges  made  by  the  Chinese  authorities,  of  any  inten- 
tion to  deceive  them  relative  to  the  sickness  of  Terranovia,  and,  on  that 
ground,  to  found  a  hope  of  substituting  a  man  in  his  place,  the  undersigned 
begs  leave  to  state,  for  their  information,  that,  as  early  in  this  negotiation  as 
the  28th  ultimo,  a  committee  of  fifteen  Americans  was  appointed  by  Captain. 
Cowpland  -to  advise  and  direct  him  as  to  the  proper  course  to  pursue  in  the 
present  case  ;  from  which  period  the  undersigned  has  ceased  to  act,  except 
on  the  behalf  of  said  committee,  by  whose  orders  he  made  the  aforesaid  com- 
munication, which,  however  .alarming  and  offensive  it  appears  to  have  been 
to  the  constituted  authorities,  was  nevertheless  true,  and  made  from  the 
ft  u  rest  motives  on  their  part. 

B.  C.  WILCOCKS, 
Consul  for  the  United  States  of  America. 


No.  43. 
From  the  Pan-yuJieen  to  the  hong  merchants.. 

OCTOBER  13,  1821. 

Wang,  by  special  appointment,  the  magistrate  of  the  Pan-yu  district,  to 
the  hong  directors,  Hovvqua  and  Mowqua,  hereby  addresses  an  order,  with 
which  let  them  make  themselves  fully  acquainted. 

I  have  now  received  the  following  reply  from  the  Viceroy  to  my  report 
concerning  the  sickness  of  the  before  examined  Francis  Terranovia,  who 
does  not  confess  his  having  caused  the  death  of  the  Tanka  woman  Ko- 
leawg-she.  The  reply  is  'this: 

"Whether  Francis  Terranovia  be  the  actual  murderer,  in  the  case  now 
pending,  or  not,  as  long  as  he  has  not  confessed,  (if  he  should  die,)  it  cannot 
then  be  said  that  he  was  the  murderer;  and  so  hurry  over  the  prosecution, 
and  bring  it  to  a  close.  But  further :  whether  the  person  now  ill  be,  or  be 
not,  the  Francis  Terranovia  who  was  tried,  there  is  no  means  of  knowing. 

"Perhaps  the  fact  is,  that  some  foreigner  in  the  shipis  exceedingly  ill,  and 
the  snid  chief  forthwith  wishes  to  make  use  of  this  pretext,  and,  by  report- 
ing the  circumstance,  put  him  in  the  place  of  the  other  man  ;  which  shows 
a  very  high  degree  of  fraudulent  deception.  And  the  hong  merchants,  too, 
behave  very  improperly,  by  precipitately  taking  the  chief's  ambiguous  and 
perplexing  representations,  and  forthwith  reporting  them,  for  him,  to  Gov- 
ernment. 

u  I  have  looked  over  the  Pan  yu's  official  answer,  and  think  it  very  per- 
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spicuous  and  pointed.  I  have  hastened  to  communicate  the  affair  {<&  the- 
Hoppoo,that  he  should  order  the  hong  merchants, .Howqua  and  the  others,  to 
transmit  an  order  to  the  said  nation's  chief,  to  examine  distinctly  whether 
the  said  foreigner  (Francis  Terranovia)  be  or  be  not  the  actual  murderer, 
and  to  take  true  and  authenticated  evidence,  and  this  very  day  send  a  reply: 
and  then  wait  till  the  matter  be  proceeded  in  according  to  facts.  If  he  dare 
take  a  dangerously  sick  foreigner,  who  is  unconnected  with  the  case,  and 
hope  to  substitute  him  for  the  murderer,  and  so  slur  over  the  prosecution, 
the  said  chief  will  assuredly  incur  most  serious  guilt ;  and  should  the  hong 
merchants  combine  with  the  foreigners  to  deceive  and  gloss  the  affair  over, 
then  shall  they  also,  one  and  all  of  them,  be  severely  persecuted,  and  the 
facts  reported  to  his  Imperial  Majesty. 

"  Further  :  command  the  merchants  to  scrutinize  with  strict  justice,  and 
be  careful  not  to  listen  to  the  crafty  falsehoods  and  irregular  hopes  of  the 
foreigners  that  an  accommodation  will  be  made,  and  the  proceedings  closed, 
in  any  way.  Command  all  concerned  to  yield  implicit  obedience,  and  con- 
tinue to  wait  for  the  answers  of  the  Foo  yuen's  office,*  and  of  the  Hoppoo.'? 

[Here  follows  a  recapitulation,  as  usual,  of  the  last  paragraphs,  by  the 
Panyu.] 

Hasten  !  hasten  !  a  special  edict. 

TAOUKWANG,  1st  year,  9th  moon.  \7th  day. 


No.  44. 
Paper  issued  by  the  Viceroy  of  Canton  on  Sunday,  October  28,  1S2L 

Yuen,  guardian  of  the  prince,  and  Governor  General  of  Canton,  and 
Kwang-se  Province,  to  the  hong  merchants. 

It  appears,  in  former  documents,  that  Koleang-she,  a  boatwoman,  be- 
longing to  Pan-yu  district,  received  a  wound,  by  a  jar,  which  caused  her  to 
fall  into  the  water  and  lose  her  life  •  which  jar  was  thrown  by  a  foreigner 
in  Cowpland's  American  ship. 

The  merchants  communicated  an  order  to  the  chief  of  the  said  nation, 
to  take  the  murderer  (Francis  Terranovia)  and  deliver  him  up. 

This  being  done,  an  officer  was  deputed,  with  the  magistrate  of  the 
said  district,  to  summon  the  relations  of  the  deceased,  and  witnesses,  the 
hong:  merchants  and  linguists,  and  to  institute  a  minutely  particular  and 
guiding  examination  ;  ana*  it  has  now  been  proved  that  Francis  Terrano- 
via confessed  he  threw  the  jar  and  wounded  Ko-lcang  she,  who  fell  into  the 
water  and  was  drowned.  This  is  very  clearly  and  positively  ascertained. 

Next,  the  provincial  judge  was  despatched,  with  the  Foo  ting  and  Heen 
magistrates,  who  tried  the  case  clearly,  and  reported  to  me.  These  suc- 
cessive steps  have  been  taken,  as  appears  on  record  ;  and  the  foreign  mur- 
derer (Francis  Terranovia)  has,  according  to  law,  been  strangled. 

Previous  to  this,  in  consequence  of  the  said  nation's  chief  staring  about, 
opposing  and  lingering,  and  not  delivering  up  the  actual  murderer  immedi- 
ately, I  communicated  with  the  Hoppoo,  and  requested  him  to  order  the 


*  'Ike  Viceroy  is  now  acting  Fooryuea. 
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merchants  to  command  the  man  to  be  delivered  up ;  and  I  examined  the 
records,  and.  in  imitation  of  an  old  English  case,  I  directed  the  whole  of  the 
American  trade  to  be  stopped.  Since  they  have  now  delivered  up  the  for- 
eign murderer,  (who  has  been  clearly  tried  and  punished,)  the  said  chief 
has,  on  the  whole,  behaved  respectfully  and  submissively;  and  it  is  proper 
to  permit  the  trade  to  be  again  opened,  and  cargo  to  be  again  taken  up  and 
down,  in  order  to  manifest  our  compassion.  Besides  communicating  this 
to  the  Hoppoo,  I  hereby  command  the  hong  merchants  to  act  in  obedience 
thereto,  and  to  communicate  an  order  to  the  American  chief  that  he  may 
inform  the  several  ships  that  they  may  carry  on  the  trade  as  formerly,  and 
open  their  hatches,  and  buy  and  sell. 

And  further :  order  the  said  chief  and  others,  that  they  ought  to  know 
that  the  laws  of  the  Celestial  empire  are  explicit,  that  he  who  kills  a  human 
being  must  die ;  and  that,  through  the  whole  extent  of  the  Celestial  empire, 
from  east  to  north,  and  from  west  to  south— an  extent  of  several  times  ten 
thousand  miles — both  with  respect  to  natives  and  foreigners,  in  cases  of  life 
and  death,  there  is  no  spot  where  the  forfeiting  of  life  is  dispensed  with. 

Since  these  foreigners  come  to  trade  in  the  interior,  they  ought  to  be  quiet 
and  observe  the  laws.  Although  these  ships  anchor  a  long  time  in  the  in- 
terior, and  it  is  impossible  to  be  surety  that  the  people  never  wrangle  and 
fight  with  the  natives,  yet  the  said  chief  and  captains  ought,  allfof  them, 
and  constantly,  to  command  and  caution  their  sailors  in  the  ships  that  they 
are  not  permitted  to  create  disturbances  and  proceed  to  murders.  And  when 
disturbances  are  excited,  and  acts  committed,  the  said  chief  should  find  out 
who  originated  the  bloody  affray,  point  out  his  name,  and  deliver  him  up, 
that  the  local  magistrates  may  try  him  and  punish  him. 

When  this  is  done,  the  reasons  and  conduct  are  correct.  They  must  not, 
on  any  account,  screen  the  offender,  and  make  pretexts,  and  delay  giving 
him  up,  and  bring  upon  themselves  heavy  crimes. 

The  Celestial  empire's  kindness  and  favor,  and  tenderness  to  the  weak, 
is  rich  in  an  infinite  degree;  but  the  nation's  aspect  sternly  commands  re- 
spect, and  cannot,  because  people  are  foreign  sailors,  extend  clemency  to 
them. 

Let  the  hong  merchants  explain  luminously  this  official  mandate,  and 
persuade  and  induce  the  said  foreigners,  all  of  them,  to  know  it,  and  to  be 
thereby  filled  with  reverence  and  awe  ;  that  each  may  insure  the  safety  of 
his  own  person  and  family,  and  riot  bring  himself  into  sorrow. 

A  special  edict 

TAOUKWANG,  1st  year,  Wl/i  moon,  3d  day. 

AMERICAN  CONSULATE,  Canton  : 

1,  B.  0.  Wilcocks,  consul  of  the  Uniied  States  of  America  at  the  port  of 
Canton,  &c.,  &c,,  &c.,  do  hereby  certify  and  declare,  that  the  documents 
hereunto  annexed  are  true  copies  of  the  originals,  by  me  duly  compared. 
In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  of  office, 
r        -|  on  this  first  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
-  Ll  S'J  sand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-one. 

B.  C.  WILCOCKS, 
Consul  for  the  United  States  of  America. 
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Mr.  Wilcocks  to  Mr.  Adams. 

AMERICAN  CONSULATE, 

Canton,  December  12,  1821. 

SIR:  I  have  been  under  the  necessity  of  detaining  the  documents  al- 
luded to  in  my  letter  of  the  1st  November,  longer  than  1  at  first  intended,, 
from  a  desire  of  collecting  as  much  additional  information  as  possible,  rela- 
tive to  the  manner  in  which  the  hong  merchants  conducted  the  negotiation 
with  the  constituted  authorities  ;  which,  together  with  some  other  interest- 
ing papers,  I  have  obtained,  after  much  labor,  and  now  beg  leave  to  submit 
them,  as  follows : 

No.  45.  Translations  of  the  official  documents  which  passed  between 
the  hong  merchants  and  the  constituted  authorities. 

No.  46.  The  Viceroy's  memorial  to  his  Imperial  Majesty,  relative  *to  the 
trial,  &c. ;  annexed  to  which  are  my  remarks  on  the  said  memorial. 

No.  47.  A  note  of  the  judges  and  others,  who  assisted  at  the  trial,  and 
the  constituted  authorities  and  others,  who  were  present  at  the  execution  of 
Terranovia. 

No.  48.  A  book  containing  the  titles,  &c.  of  the  constituted  authorities,, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

I  shall  have  the  honor  to  address  you  in  a  few  days  on  the  subject  of 
the  opium  trade. 

I  am,  with  high  respect,  sir,  your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

B.  C.  WILCOCKS, 
Consul  for  the  United  States  of  America. 

Hon.  J.  Q,.  ADAMS, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 


[Enclosures  Nos.  45  to  48,  inclusive,  to  Mr.  Wilcocks's  letter  of  December  12,  182 1.  J 

No.  45. 

[No.  1.] 

From  Wang,  the  local  magistrate  of  Pan-yu  district,  in  which  Wham- 

poa  is  situated. 

To  the  hong  merchants  :  ^ 

Wang,  by  special  appointment  the  magistrate  of  Pan-yu  district,  to  the 
security  merchant  Leseching,  (Pacqua,)  and  to  the  head  merchant,  (How- 
qua.)  requiring  them  to  inform  themselves  fully  with  the  contents  of  this 
document. 

Ko  soo-tee,  a  Chinese  subject,  who  lives  in  a  boat,  has  stated,  in  a  peti- 
tion to  me,  that  his  wife  Ko-leang-she,  with  his  son  Lin -jure,  and  his 
daughter  A-tow,  worked  a  small  boat,  with  things  to  sell,  on  the  river  at 
"Whampoa.  On  the  28th  of  the  8th  moon,  [September  23,]  whilst  his  wife 
was  passing  the  side  of  the  American  ship  Kappelun,  [Cowpland,)  a  devil 
man  in  the  ship  called  and  made  signs  to  his  wife  to  come  near ;  and  when 
his  wife  would  not  approach  the  ship,  the  devil  in  the  foreign  ship  threw  n 
pitcher  (or  jar)  at  her.  which  wounded  her  on  the  right  side,  and  caused 
her  to  fall  into  the  water  and  be  drowned.  "  I  have  now  recovered  my 
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wife's  corpse,  and  beg  that  it  may  be  examined,  and  a  prosecution  insti- 
tuted." 

On  receiving  this,  I  summoned  a  linguist,  with  the  American  chief  Wil- 
cocks,  Captain  Fee-lap  lang-she  Too-teet,  the  supercargo  of  Cowpland's 
ship,  and  Captain  Cowpland,  to  see  and  ascertain  clearly  that  Ko-leang-she 
had  indeed  fallen  into  the  water,  and  lost  her  life,  from  a  wound  received. 
I  marked  on  paper  the  place  of  the  wounds,  and  put  that  amongst  the  other 
documents. 

I  commanded  the  chief  Wilcocks,  and  the  others,  and  the  Captain  Cowp- 
land, to  recognise  distinctly  that  the  earthen  jar,  the  instrument  of  the  mur- 
der, was  really  an  article  that  belonged  to  Cowpland's  ship,  and  that  every 
body  said  that  it  was  a  foreigner  in  Cowpland's  ship  who  caused  the  wound, 
the  falling  into  the  water,  and  the  death;  and  that  they  should  examine 
fully  and  find  out  who  the  foreign  murderer  was,  arid  deliver  him  up  to 
be  prosecuted. 

Besides  communicating  the  circumstances  of  the  inquest  to  all  the  supe- 
rior officers,  1  now  hereby  command  the  hong  merchants  to  order  and 
compel  the  American  chief  Wilcocks,  and  the  others,  to  find  out  who  in 
Cowpland's  foreign  ship  was  the  devil  who  committed  the  murder,  and  de- 
liver him  up  immediately  to  me,  that,  having  proofs,  I  may  prcsecute  and 
manage  the  affair.  Let  there  not  be  the  least  delay,  for  it  will  incur 
guilt. 

Hasten  !  hasten  !  These  are  my  commands. 

TAOUKWANG,  1st  yeary  9th  'moon,  1st  day. 


[No.  2.] 

The  security  merchant,  Pacqua,  and  the  other  nine  houses,  hereby  pre- 
sent a  petition,  in  obedience  to  an  official  order. 

We  received,  respectfully,  the  verbal  order  of  the  benevolent  magistrate, 
(Wang.)  stating  that  on  the  28th  of  last  month  a  foreigner  in  Cowpland's 
ship  had,  by  an  earthen  jar,  wounded  a  boatwomari,  who  had  fallen  into 
the  water,  and  lost  her  life;  and  commanding:  us  to  communicate  an  order 
to  the  chief  of  the  said  nation,  requiring  him  immediately  to  deliver  up  the 
foreign  murderer,  that,  there  being  proofs  afforded,  his  trial  might  be  en- 
tered on,  &c. 

On  receiving  this,  we  immediately,  in  obedience  thereto,  went  to  the 
foreign  hall,  and  took  the  circumstances  of  the  order  received,  and  rigor- 
ously enjoined  the  said  American  chief  to  yield  implicit  obedience  thereto. 
Afterwards  the  said  chief  (Wilcocks)  replied:  "  I,  a  foreigner,  during  the 
time  of  receiving  respectfully  the  official  order,  was  indeed  under  the  im- 
pression of  deep  apprehension  and  fear  ;  and  I  did,  as  was  proper,  forth- 
with command  the  said  Captain  Cowpland  to  fly  back  to  the  ship  swiftly 
as  a  shooting  star,  arid  examine  carefully  and  distinctly  into  the  facts.  The 
said  captain  has  examined  and  found  that  in  his  ship  there  is  a  sailor  called 
Fa  Ian  or-  se  sze-teay  la-na-fie  ya,  (Francis  Terranovia,)  who  affirms  that  on 
that  day  he  did  indeed  give  one  mace  to  a  selling  fruit,  boatwoman,  to  buy 
fruit,  and  he  took  a  jar.  and  delivered  it  to  her  "to  put  the  fruit  into  ;  but 
there  was  no  such  occurrence  as  wounding,  nor  does  he  know  how  she 
received  a  wound  and  fell  into  the  water  and  lost  her  life. 

Over  and  over  again  was  he  examined,  and  he  adhered  to  the  same  de- 
claration. After  receiving  the  official  order,  several  foreign  merchants 
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belonging  to  my  foreign  nation,  and  several  captains  of  ships,  (in  all,  fifteen 
persons,)  formed  a  public  council,  and  have  directed  me  to  request  the  hong 
merchants  to  communicate  to  Government,  for  them,  the  following1  state- 
ment: 

We  desire  to  take  the  said  sailor,  Francis  Terranovia,  and  bring  him  up 
to  Canton,  to  the  foreign  hall ;  and  to  request,  by  petition,  the  Tae  laon  yay, 
(great  venerable  father,)  the  magistrate,  to  come  out  to  the  hall,  and  try  him 
fairly ;  and  if,  indeed,  the  things  alleged  be  facts,  by  the  evidence  given  on 
both  sides,  we  will,  as  is  proper,  yield  implicit  obedience  to  the  affair  being 
prosecuted  according  to  law.  We  request  the  hong  merchants  to  state 
this  to  Government,  for  us." 

We  (the  hong  merchants)  hereby  lay  before  Tae  laon  yay  the  substance 
of  the  order  received,  and  the  answer  which  is  given. 

9th  moon,  —  day. 

[  No.  3.  j 

Wang,  the  magistrate  of  Pan  yu  district,  to  the  hong  merchants.  Howqua 

and  Pacqua. 

The  Hoppo,  on  receiving  my  report  of  a  person  in  Cowpland's  American 
ship  having  thrown  and  wounded  Ko-leting-she.  and  caused  her  to  fall  into 
the  water  and  be  drowned,  says  :  that  he  forthwith  orders  the  head  mer- 
chant and  the  security-merchant  to  compel  the  said  nation's  chief  to  de- 
liver up  the  foreign  murderer  for  trial  and  prosecution  ;  and  that  I  must 
also  wait  for  the  answers  of  the  Viceroy  and  Foo  yuen. 

I  have  already  commanded  the  hon^  merchants  to  compel  Wilcocks,  the 
American  chief,  to  deliver  up  the  foreign  murderer;  and  I  hereby  reiterate 
the  command,  &c. 

9th  'moon,  $th  day. 

[No.  4.] 

The  security  merchant,  Pacqua,  and  the  nine  other  houses,  to  the  Pan-yu 
»  magistrate. 

Having  received  your  benevolence's  impressive  order  to  require  the  de- 
livery of  the  foreign  murderer,  we  enjoined  the  said  nation's  chief  (Wilcocks) 
and  Captain  Cowpland  to  act  in  obedience  thereto. 

They,  and  the  council  of  fifteen,  replied:  "According  to  the  laws  of  our 
country,  if  a  murderer  does  not  confess,  the  facts  must  be  ascertained  from 
witnesses  on  both  sides,  and  the  prosecution  conducted  accordingly.  In  the 
present  case,  whether  the  sailor  in  Cowpland's  ship  did  or  did  not  murder- 
ously throw  and  wound  the  boatwoman  who  was  drowned,  as  none  of  us 
were  on  the  spot  to  see  it,  we  cannot  tell  whether  Francis  Terranovia  com- 
mitted the  murder  or  not ;  but  we  are  willing  to  take  the  said  Francis  l>r- 
ranovia,  who  gave  ajar  to  the  woman  to  purchase  fruit,  and  bring  him  up 
to  Canton,  to  the  foreign  hall ;  and  to  request  the  magistrate  to  come  out  to 
try  him  ;  and  if  Francis  Terranovia  will  not  confess,  we  entreat  that  wit- 
nesses may  be  produced  on  both  sides,  and  a  just  investigation  take  place  ; 
and  whether  they  can  or  cannot  point  out  distinctly  who  committed  the 
murder,  let  the  prosecution  be  conducted  according  to  matter  of  fact.  We 
request  the  hong  merchants  to  state  this  for  us  to  Government." 

9th  moon,  7th  day. 
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[  No.  5.  ] 

[Answer  to  the  4th,  from  the  Pan-yu  magistrate.) 

Wang,  the  Pan-yu  magistrate,  to  the  security-merchant,  Pacqua,  and  to 
the  head  merchant,  Howqua,  and  the  othtrs. 

Since  the  boatwoman,  Ko-leang  she,  was  wounded  by  ajar  thrown  by  a 
foreigner  in  Cowpland's  ship,  and  was  drowned— facts  which  have  been 
decidedly  proved  by  the  evidence  of  the  relations  of  the  deceased — Wilcocks, 
the  American  chief,  ought  to  find  out  who  the  foreigner  was  who  commit- 
ted the  murder,  and  deliver  him  up.  How  can  he  frame  such  an  absurd 
pretext,  as  that  the  sailor,  Francis  Terranovia,  affirms  that  he  gave  the  jar  to 
the  boatwoman  to  buy  fruit,  and  that  there  was  no  such  occurrence  as 
wounding  ;'  nor  does  he  know  how  she  received  a  wound,  and  was  drown- 
ed, and  so  on  ;  and  hope  by  these  pretexts  to  get  off? 

This  conduct  shows  great  craft  and  deceit.  Besides  stating  the  above  to 
my  superiors,  to  receive  tiieir  instructions,  I  now  reiterate  my  order  to  the 
American  chief,  Wilcocks,  to  deliver  up  the  foreign  murderer. 

Let  there  be  no  screening  nor  delay,  &c. 

9th  moon:  7th  day. 


No.  6.] 


From  ths  same  to  the  same. 


I  have  now  received  a  verbal  order  from  the  great  officers  of  the  prov- 
ince to  proceed  to  \7Vhampoa,  and  to  bring  forward  the  foreign  murderer, 
and  assemble  the  relations  of  the  deceased,' and  to  institute  an  inquiry. 

I  therefore  hereby  command  the  hong  merchants  to  proceed  thither,  in 
obedience  to  the  order  given,  and  to  direct  the  American  chief,  Wilcocks,  to 
deliver  up  the  foreign  murderer  to  me,  that  I  may  try  him  in  person.  Op- 
pose not. 

Do  not  screen  nor  connive  ;  you  will  thereby  incur  guilt. 

Hasten  !  Hasten  !     A  special  edict. 

$th  moon,  Wth  day. 


[  No.  7  ] 

Is  the  same  as  No.  6,  thrown  into  a  different  form,  and  presented  to  the 
Pan  yu-Heen  by  the  merchants. 


[  No.  8  ] 

Is  from  the  Hoppo  to  the  merchants,  conveying  the  Viceroy's  opinion,  ex- 
pressed in  the  words  of  the  Pan-yu  magistrate  before  given,  and  a  requisi- 
tion to  "  the  said  nation's  chief,  Wilcocks,  to  deliver  up  immediately  the 
foreign  murderer  for  trial  and  prosecution  ;  that,  if  he  refuses  and  trifles 
witli  the  affair,  the  security  merchant,  Pacqua,  will  be  taken  into  custody, 
and  prosecuted  without  the  least  indulgence." 

9th  moon,  12th  day. 
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[  No.  9.  ] 

The  Pan-yu  reports  that,  on  board  the  Emily,  the  Chinese  witness,  a 
woman,  Chin-lc-she,  on  the  day  referred  to,  positively  saw  a  foreigner  throw 
a  jar  from  the  first  gunport  of  the  ship  ;  which  jar  struck  Ko  leang-she, 
and  caused  her  to  fall  into  the  water.  But  Francis  Terranovia  absolutely 
refuses  to  confess.  The  American  chief,  Wilcocks.  ought  to  find  out  who 
committed  the  deed,  and  deliver  him  up  for  trial.  But'he  makes  confused 
pretexts,  and  gets  Pacqua  and  the  other  merchants  to  state  them  for  him,  in- 
stead of  delivering  up  the  man  :  a  proceeding  which  shows  the  utmost  de- 
gree of  craft  and  deceit.  Pacqua,  also,  who,  instead  of  finding  out  the  facts, 
reports  to  Government  the  chief's  pretexts,  acts  rashly  and  absurdly. 

In  this  way  no  decision  can  be  arrived  at.  It  will  therefore  be  proper  to 
put  the  merchant  and  linguists  in  irons,  to  convey  them  to  the  court  of  the 
district,  and  compel  them  to  get  the  man  delivered  up. 

The  Viceroy  adds  to  this,  that  the  first  deposition  of  the  relations  of  the 
deceased  was  exceedingly  clear  and  decisive  ;  and  since  the  said  foreigner 
confesses  that  he  threw  the  jar,  although  he  denies  that  he  killed  the  woman, 
it  appears  that  the  woman  was  first  wounded,  and  afterwards  fell  into  the 
water  and  was  drowned.  But  in  this  way,  still,  the  fact  is  that  her  death 
was  caused  by  throwing  the  jar ;  and  the  case  should  be  brought  under  the 
law  of  "  killing  in  an  affray." 

Since  the  foreigner  confesses  that  he  threw  the  jar,  and  it  appears,  on 
examination,  that  a  bone  of  the  woman's  right  side  was  wounded  ;  in  which 
case,  how  is  it  possible  not  to  command  the  forfeit  of  his  life  ?  Therefore, 
for  the  foreigners  to  act  in  this  crafty,  deceitful,  and  irregular  manner,  is 
an  absolute  violation  of  the  laws  of  the  Celestial  empire. 

In  imitation  of  the  stoppage  of  the  whole  of  the  English  trade  on  a  former 
occasion,  let  all  the  trade  of  the  American  ships  at  Canton  be  now  stopped, 
till  they  deliver  up  the  foreign  murderer. 

I  (the  Viceroy)  therefore  request  the  Hoppo  to  direct  the  hong  merchants, 
Howqua  and  the  rest,  to  stop  all  trade.  The  head  merchants,  Howqua  arid 
Mowqua,  in  consequence  of  the  said  foreigners  presuming  on  their  own 
barbarous  opposition,  feel  both  ashamed  and  indignant,  and  are  desirous  of 
requesting  that  the  trade  should  be  stopped.  It  is  therefore  right  to  carry 
the  order  into  immediate  execution. 

9  th  moon,  13  Hi  day. 


[  No.  10  ] 

• 

Contains  an  order  from  the  Pan-yu  magistrate,  by  authority  of  the 
Viceroy,  to  all  revenue-cutters  and  guard-boats,  to  intercept  any  attempt  to 
trade. 


[No.  11] 

Is  from  the  merchants  to  the  Pan-yu  magistrate,  stating  that  the  Emily 
had  previously  landed  35  pieces  of  tin,  weighing  1830,  cattys.  Besides  this, 
she  had  not  delivered  any  other  cargo. 
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[No.  12] 

Is  from  the  merchants,  stating  that  Wilcocks  had  informed  them  that 
Francis  Terranovia,  from  sorrow  and  grief,  had  become  ill,  and  would  not 
eat  for  the  last  two  days  ;  that  his  present  indisposition  was  rather  serious. 

9th  moon,  —  day. 

[No.  13.] 

Reply  of  the  Pan-yu. 

He  argues,  that  if  Francis  Terranovia  had  not  confessed,  he  is  not  the 
murderer ;  and,  therefore,  what  is  the  use  of  reporting  his  sickness  to  Gov- 
ernment? If  he  be  the  murderer,  Wilcocks  ought  to  take  his  confession, 
and  allow  it. to  be  ascertained  whether  he  be  the  Francis  who  was  before 
examined;  lhat  the  whole  affair  may  be  again  reported  to  the  great  officers 
of  the  province,  and  by  them  reported  to  the  Emperor. 

The  foreigners  must  not  cherish  the  absurd  hopes  that  if  Francis,  who 
has  not  confessed,  should  die,  the  proceedings  will  be  closed. 

[No.  14.] 

The  Pan-yu  reports  the  Viceroy's  reply  to  the  preceding  statement.  He 
accuses  the  Americans  of  lying  and  deceit,  and  wanting  to  substitute  a 
dying  man  for  the  murderer  ;  praises  the  paper  of  the  Pan-yu  (No.  13)  for 
perspicuity  and  intelligence,  and  requires  that  it  be  ascertained  immediately 
whether  Francis  be  the  actual  murderer ;  and  threatens,  on  the  other  sup- 
position, the  involvement  of  the  chief  in  serious  guilt,  and  that  he  will 
state  to  the  Emperor  that  the  merchants,  also,  have  conspired  with  the  for- 
eigners to  impose  upon  Cfovernment. 

Qth  moon.  ~\7th  day. 

[No.  15] 

Contains  the  hong  merchants'  answer  to  the  preceding.     They  say  : 
"  The  Americans  declare  that  Francis  will  not  confess  ;  and  that,  as  they 
were  not  at  the  place  at  the  time,  and  did  not  see  it,  they  cannot  rashly  af- 
firm who  was  the  person. 

<:  We  (the  merchants)  humbly  consider  that  the  assertion  of  the  said  chief 
is  still  ambiguous  and  confusedly  reserved.  We  again  and  again  contra- 
dicted and  interrogated  him ;  but  he,  and  the  fifteen,  persisted  in  saying  the 
same  thing  as  before." 

[No.  16] 

Contains  the  same  as  No.  14,  sent  through  the  Hoppo. 
[No.  17] 

Contains  the  same  statement  as  sent  by  the  Pan-yu  from  the  merchants 
to  the  Viceroy. 
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[No.  18] 

Is  from  the  Pan-yu,  and  contains  the  Viceroy's  reasoning:  that,  as  the  for- 
eigner  confessed  the  jar  was  his,  there  can  be  no'doubt  that  he  caused  the 
death  of  the  woman  ;  and  that  he  cannot  suffer  the  crafty  deceit  which  is 
practised  by  the  foreigners.  And  he  orders  the  chief  to  bring  forward  all 
the  men  in  the  ship,  that  they  may  be  examined  individually. 

After  this,  on  the  24th  of  October,  the  Chinese  (some  say  at  the  request 
of  the  Americans)  went  down  to  Whampoa  and  took  away  Francis,  who 
had,  till  now,  been  kept  in  irons  by  the  captain  of  the  ship. 

Francis  was  brought  to  Canton  in  Chinese  irons,  and  lodged  in  the  Hong 
Merchants'  Hall,  under  the  custody  of  the  Chinese  officer  and  police  run- 
ners. 

On  the  26th  he  was  tried,  but  would  not  confess.  He  was  at  length  in- 
duced (vvhether  by  promises  of  impunity,  or  by  torture,  is  not  yet  known) 
to  confess  that  he  threw  the  jar,  without  any  design  to  hurt  or  kill  the  wo- 
man. 

On  the  27th,  the  form  of  being  tried  by  the  judge  of  the  province  was 
gone  through.  Both  these  days  the  doors  of  the  hall  were  locked,  and  all 
foreigners  and  Chinese  (even  the  servants  of  the  merchants  present)  were 
excluded.  None  of  the  Americans  were  present. 

On  Sunday  morning,  the  28th  of  October,  the  daily  paper  announced : 

«  The  murderous  foreigner  who  killed  the  boatwoman  was,  this  morn- 
ing at  day-break,  passed  through  the  Viceroy's  hall ;  which  form  being 
over,  he  was  immediately  conveyed  to  the  place  of  execution,  at  the  Imperi- 
al landing-place,  and  forthwith  strangled," 

No.  46. 

Statement  to  the  Emperor  Taoukwang,  concerning  an  American  sailor, 
Francis  Terranovia,  executed  by  strangling,  on  Sunday  morning,  Oc- 
tober 28,  1821,  for  the  alleged  crime  of  causing  the  death  of  Ko-leang- 
$he,  a  Chinese  woman,  who  lived  in  a  boat  at  Whampoa,  and  sold  fruit 
and  liquor  to  the  sailors. 

A  memorial  to  his  Imperial  Majesty,  concerning  the  trial  and  punishment) 
according  to  law,  of  an  American  sailor,  who  wounded  and  caused  the 
death  of  a  native  woman.*  The  memorial  is  respectfully  presented  to  his 
Majesty's  hearing : 

Wang-yun-jin,  the  Whampoa  magistrate,  laid  before  Government  the 
information,  that,  on  the  28th  day  of  the  8th  moon,  of  this  year,  a  foreigner, 
in  an  American  ship,  wrangled  with  the  native  woman  K6-leang-she  about 
some  fruit ;  and  he  threw  a  jar  at  her,  which  wounded  her,  and  caused  her 
to  fall  overboard  and  lose  her  life,  and  so  on. 

An  order  was  immediately  issued  to  the  said  foreign  ship  to  deliver  up 
the  murderer  for  trial  and  punishment.  After  this,  Wilcocks,  the  chief  of 

*  Min-feo  is  the  expression  here  used.  The  previous  documents  call  the  unfortunate  woman 
Taw-foo,  a  woman  who  lives  in  a  boat,  and  who  has  not  the  same  consideration  in  the  eye  of 
th&  law  as  those  who  live  on  shore,  and  are  called  Min* 
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the  said  country,  discovered  that  the  ship  was  hired  to  come  to  Canton  by 
Toolset,  (Stith  ;)  that  she  was  commanded  by  Cowpland  ;  and  that  in  her 
the  sailor,  Francis  Terranovia,  had  thrown  the  jar  at  the  native  woman  to 
buy  fruit.  But  there  was  no  such  thing  as  wounding  ;  nor  did  they  know 
how  she  fell  into  the  waier  and  lost  her  life,  &c.  He  further  said,  that 
Francis  Terranovia  was  rather  seriously  sick  from  melancholy  and  fear. 
These  communications  were  made,  in  behalf  of  Wilcocks,  to  Government, 
by  Pacqua,  the  security-merchant,  and  the  others.  The  committee  of  head 
merchants,  Howqua  and  the  rest,  also  stated  that  they  had  found  out  that 
Francis  Terranovia  was  put  in  irons  by  the  captain  on  board  ship. 

It  was  found,  on  examination,  that  when  the  native  woman,  Ko-leang- 
she,  was  wounded  and  fell  overboard,  from  a  foreigner  throwing  a  jar  at 
her,  which  caused  her  to  lose  her  life,  her  daughter,  Ko-a-tow,  and  a 
woman  who  knows  a  little  of  the  language  of  the  foreigners,  Chin-le-she^ 
were  in  the  boat,  and  saw  it  with  their  own  eyes,  and  cried  out,  and  endeav- 
ored, without  effect,  to  pull  her  out  of  the  water  by  the  assistance  of  a  reve- 
nue attendant,  called  Ye-sew. 

The  husband  of  the  deceased,  Ko-soo  te,  recovered  the  body,  and  reported 
the  affair  to  the  local  magistrate,  who  summoned  the  said  nation's  chief,  and 
merchants,  and  captains,  to  see  and  to  join  him  to  examine  the  body  with 
their  own  eyes,  and  ascertain  that  it  really  was  from  a  wound  received  that 
the  woman  fell  overboard  and  was  drowned. 

The  local  magistrate  above  named  went  in  person  to  the  ship,  and  exam- 
ined Francis  Terranovia  ;  but  ho  obstinately  persisted  in  denying  the  above- 
quoted  evidence.  This  conduct  was,  indeed,  allowing  himself  to  depend 
on  craft  and  deceit,  and  had  not  the  least  shadow  of  reason  in  it. 

Since  the  foreign  ships  anchor  long  at  Canton,  wrangling,  righting,  and 
mortnl  wounds  are  a  common  occurrence  ;  and  as  the  native  officers  of 
Government  do  not  understand  the  language  of  the  foreigners,  it  has  always 
heretofore  been  the  practice  to  order  the  chiefs  of  the  respective  countries 
to  find  out  the  murderer,  and  question  him  fully,  and  ascertain  distinctly 
the  facts,  and  then  deliver  him  up  to  Government ;  after  which,  a  linguist 
is  summoned,  the  interrogations  translated,  and  the  evidence  written  down, 
and  the  prosecution  conducted  to  a  close.  In  the  present  case,  the  name  of 
the  foreign  murderer  (Francis  Terranovia)  was  pointed  out  by  the  said  for- 
eign ship  itself:  and  it  was  acknowledged  by  Francis  Terranovia  himself 
that  the  jar  thrown  was  his  property.  And  if  Francis  Terranovia  was  not 
the  actual  murderer,  why  did  he  become  sick  from  melancholy  ?  and  why, 
moreover,  did  the  ship-captain  put  him  in  irons  ?  In  these  proceedings 
and  statements  there  is  every  species  of  self  contradiction  and  incoherency; 
which  all  shows  the  crafty  deceitful  disposition  of  the  foreigners.  The  said 
chief  made  evasions,  and  stared  about,  and  delayed  to  deliver  up  the  foreign 
murderer ;  and  the  security-merchant  and  linguist  did  not  examine  with 
strict  justice,  nor  dispute  the  matter  with  tlie  foreigners  clearly,  but  precip- 
itately laid  before  Government  the  absurd  glosses  and  pretexts  of  the  for- 
eigners ;  which  all  showed  a  playing  with  the  business,  and  an  opposition 
to  Government.  But  the  affair  was  that  of  a  foreigner  wounding  and 
causing  the  death  of  a  native  ;  and  the  least  indulgence  could  not  be  shown 
to  false  glosses  :  therefore  the  security- merchant  and  the  linguist  were  taken 
up  and  put  into  the  district  prison.  And  a  reference  was  made  to  the  Hop- 
po,  and  the  whole  commerce  of  the  said  nation  put  a  stop  to  for  the  time 
being,  till  they  should  deliver  up  the  foreign  murderer  to  be  judged,  and 
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sentence  determined.  After  this,  Ah  ush-pang-ah,  the  Hoppo,  strictly  pro- 
hibited any  vessels  leaving  the  port. 

This  being  done,  Howqua  presented  a  petition  from  the  aforesaid  foreign 
merchants,  requesting  that  an  official  messenger  might  go  with  the  hong 
merchants  to  the  ship,  and  examine  the  foreign  merchants,  captain,  &c.,  [to 
ascertain]  whether  they  could  point  out  any  other  person  as  the  actual  mur- 
derer, or  not ;  and,  if  not,  to  take  Francis  Terranovia,  and  bring  him  to 
Canton  in  custody. 

This  being  done,  the  Kwang-chow-foo,  with  the  Tuh-leang-tung  paou,  (the 
Nan-hae  magistrate  and  the  Whampoa  magistrate,)  were  sent  to  collect  and 
bring  before  them  the  relations  of  the  deceased,  and  witnesses,  and  to  judge 
clearly,  and  deliberate  and  decide  ;  which  proceedings  were  to  pass  through 
the  hands  of  the  acting  An-c/ta-sze,  (or  provincial  judge,)  who  re-tried  the 
prisoner,  and  laid  the  following  elucidation  before  me.  your  Majesty's  ser- 
vant :  • 

Francis  Terranovia  is  a  sailor  on  board  the  ship  under  the  shipmaster 
Cowpland ;  which  ship  the  foreign  merchant  Tooteet  (Stith)  hired  to  come 
to  Canton.  On  the  28th  day  of  the  8th  moon  of  the  1st  year  of  Taou- 
kwang,  at  noon,  it  happened  that,  at  the  part  of  the  river  where  the  ship 
lies,  a  native  woman,  who  sold  fruit,  (Ko-leang-she,)  with  her  daughter, 
(Ko-a-tow,)  were  sitting  in  a  small  boat,  and  passing  the  said  ship's  side. 
The  sailor  (Francis  Terranovia)  called  to  her  to  come  near;  and,  putting 
fifty  cash  into  a  water  bucket,  let  it  down,  by  a  cord,  to  purchase  plant- 
ains and  oranges.  Ko-leang-she  took  the  cash,  and  put  ten  and  up- 
wards of  plantains  and  oranges  into  the  bucket,  which  was  drawn  up  into 
the  ship  again.  Francis  Terranovia  disliked  there  bein^  so  few,  and  re- 
quired more.  Ko-leang-she)  knowing  a  little  of  the  foreign  dialect,  said  he 
must  give  her  more  cash,  and  she  would  give  him  more  fruit.  Francis 
Terranovia  would  not  do  this  ;  and  they  wrangled,  and  Ko  leang -she 
clamored  with  a  loud  voice ;  and  Francis  Terranovia,  fearing  that  the  ship 
captain  would  hear  and  reprehend  him,  in  a  sudden  fit  of  passion,  seized  a 
jar  that  was  at  hand,  and  threw  it  down  from  above ;  and  the  corner  of  the 
bottom  of  the  jar  broke  through  a  bamboo  hat  which  Ko-leang-she  had  on, 
and  wounded  the  right  side  [of  her  head,]  which  caused  her  to  reel  and  fall 
over  into  the  water.  Ko  leang-shds  daughter  cried  out  to  save  her.  It 
happened  that  a  revenue  attendant,  ( Ye-sew,}  appointed  to  watch  the  for- 
eign ships,  was  sitting,  at  his  leisure,  in  a  boat  of  a  boatwoman.  Chin  le- 
she  ;  and  Chin-le-she  was  sitting  at  the  head  of  the  boat,  and  got  a  glance 
of  it,  and  called  out,  and,  with  Ye-sew,  endeavored,  ineffectually,  to  pull 
and  save  the  woman. 

Ko-leang-she's  husband  was  not  far  off;  and  when  he  heard  of  it  he 
hastened  to  the  spot,  and,  with  Ye-sew,  questioned  Ko-a-tow  and  Chin-le- 
she  ;  and,  thus  knowing  the  circumstances,  recovered  the  body,  which  was 
dead.  The  bamboo  cap  floated,  and  was  immediately  taken  up;  and  the 
jar  was  found  in  Ko-leang-she1 s  boat.  The  husiband  of  the  deceased  re- 
ported the  case  to  the  local  magistrate,  who  went  in  person,  with  the  chief 
Wilcocks,  and  the  foreign  merchant  Tooteet,  (Stith,)  and  Captain  Cowpland, 
•  and  examined  the  wound  on  the  right  side  [of  the  head]  of  Ko-leang-she. 
It  was  a  curved  wound,  one  punto  four-tenths  long,  and  three-tenths  broad, 
and  went  deep  as  the  bone,  which  it  hurt.  Undoubtedly  it  was  the  wound 
which  caused  her  to  fall  into  the  water  and  lose  her  life.  On  examining 
the  instrument  of  the  murder,  (the  jar,)  it  fitted  the  rent  in  the  bamboo  cap 
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of  Ko  leang-she  ;  and  this  jar  was  taken,  and  the  said  captain  and  others 
required  to  acknowledge  that  it  belonged  to  their  ship ;  and  they  were  or- 
dered to  deliver  up  the  foreign  murderer  to  be  prosecuted.  The  foreign 
merchant  (Stith)  and  the  captain  (Cowpland)  examined  the  sailor,  (Francis 
Terranovia,)  and  he  merely  said  that  he  gave  the  jar  to  the  woman  to  buy 
fruit,  but  he  would  not  confess  that  he  wounded  her  and  caused  her  to  fall 
into  the  water.  And  neither  the  said  chief,  the  security-merchant,  nor  the 
linguist,  did  any  of  them  make  a  faithful  investigation,  but  precipitately  pre- 
sented, for  the  foreigners,  their  absurd  statements.  Nor  did  they  deliver  up 
the  foreign  murderer  till  I  confined  the  merchant  and  linguist,  and  stopped 
the  trade.  Then  these  foreign  merchants  petitioned  that  officers  should  be 
sent  to  take  Francis  Terranovia. 

This  foreign  murderer,  Francis  Terranovia,  at  first  was  crafty  and  dila- 
tory, till  he  saw  the  witness  Cliin-le-shc,  and  the  daughter  Ko-a  tow,  bear- 
ing witness  against  him,  in  the  foreign  dialect.  He,  the  foreign  murderer, 
could  no  longer  oppose  any  pretext ;  but  confessed  freely  all  the  preceding 
circumstances.  And,  moreover,  it  is  authenticated  that  the  said  foreign  mur- 
derer, in  open  court,  struck  his  breast  with  his  hand,  to  make  a  sign  of  con- 
fession that  the  jar  was  his  property ;  and  more  still,  it  is  authenticated  that 
he  took  the  jar  in  his  two  hands,  and  showed  the  manner  in  which  he 
threw  it  down  from  above;  and  again  the  linguist  was  ordered  to  put  the 
interrogatories  to  him  carefully  and  singly,  and  if  he  persisted  undevi- 
atingly  in  his  confession.  In  this  statement  of  the  case  there  is  no  evasion 
or  gloss. 

Now  it  is  written  in  the  laws  :  "When  persons  outside  the  pale  of  (Chi- 
nese) civilization  shall  commit  crimes,  they,  too,  shall  be  punished  accord- 
ing to  law." 

Again  it  is  contained  in  the  law  :  "  Those  who  fight  with  each  other,  and 
kill  a  person,  whether  with  hand,  or  foot,  or  anything  else,  or  with  a  sharp 
metal  weapon,  shall  be  strangled,  after  a  period  of  imprisonment." 

And  during  the  eighth  year  (seventy-eight  or  seventy-nine  years  ago)  of 
Keen-lung's  reign,  Tsiti-ldng.  the  Governor  of  Canton,  made  the  follow- 
ing proposal  to  the  Emperor,  which  was  approved  : 

If  cases  of  murder  occur  between  natives  arid  foreigners,  whether  from 
previous  conspiracy  wilfully,  or  fighting  affrays,  and  the  case  require  the 
foreigner  to  be  decapitated  or  strangled,  the  local  magistrates  shall,  when 
they  examine  the  body,  make  full  and  faithful  interrogatories,  and  shall 
report  to  the  Foo-yune  and  Governor,  who  shall  carefully  re  examine  the 
case  ;  and  if  the  facts  are  really  as  stated,  they  shall  order  the  local  officers, 
and  the  respective  foreign  head  person,  to  take  the  criminal  and  punish  him 
according  to  law,  and  dispense  with  his  being  delivered  over  to  imprison- 
ment, and  removal  for  examination  in  the  interior  courts  ;  and  that,  at  the 
same  time,  a  faithful  report  be  made  to  the  Emperor,  and  a  copy  of  the  evi- 
dence sent  to  the  appropriate  board  in  Peking.  This  is  on  record. 

Now  the  American  foreigner,  Francis  Terranovia,  having,  as  is  well  au- 
thenticated, freely  confessed,  and  been  fully  convicted  of,  having  wrangled 
with  Ko-leang-s'he  about  fruit,  and  of  having  thrown  a  jar  which  wounded 
her,  made  her  fall  into  the  water,  and  lose  her  life,  according  to  law  must 
be  sentenced  to  be  strangled.  The  crime  and  the  punishment  exactly  cor- 
respond. I  therefore  forthwith  ordered  the  Kwang-chow-foo,  with  the  Nan- 
hae  magistrate,  and  the  Whampoa  magistrate,  to  join  the  military  officer  the 
Kwan-chow-hee,  and  unitedly  to  summon  the  linguist  and  the  chief  for- 
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eigner,  and,  on  the  third  day  of  the  tenth  moon  of  the  present  year,  to  take 
the  said  foreign  murderer,  Francis  Terranovia,  and  according  to  law,  stran- 
gle him,  to  display  luminously  the  laws  of  the  land. 

As  to  foreigners  purchasing  eatables,  heretofore  Government  has  given 
them  compradors  to  do  it  for  them  ;  and,  therefore,  in  this  case,  the  woman 
Ko-leang-she,  going  privately  to  sell  fruit,  was  very  improper;  but  she  has 
been  wounded  and  lost  her  life,  and,  therefore,  it  is  unnecessary  to  deliber- 
ate about  her  punishment.  As  to  Ye  sew,  the  revenue  attendant,  who 
failed  to  discover  the  transactions,  he  ought,  for  his  ccnduct,  to  be  punished 
with  eighty  blows,  and  dismissed. 

As  to  the  said  foreign  merchant,  (Stith,)  and  the  shipmaster,  (Cowpland,) 
they  did  not  know,  till  they  found  it  out  on  inquiry,  that  the  sailor  Francis 
Terranovia,  clandestinely  bought  fruit.  And  although  they  precipitately 
reported  to  Government  the  crafty  pretexts  of  the  said  foreign  murderer, 
still,  they  took  him  and  put  him  in  irons  in  the  ship  ;  and  therefore  did 
not  wilfully  connive  at  his  conduct,  nor  screen  him :  and,  also,  when  the 
local  magistrate  went  on  board  to  institute  a  trial,  the  foreign  merchants  and 
captains  put  their  hats  off,  and  stood  up,  in  attendance  on  him,  and  waited 
to  reply,  and  stood  to  answer.  And  when  a  strict  stoppage  of  their  trade 
took  place,  they  petitioned  that  an  officer  should  be  sent  to  the  ship,  to  take 
out  the  murderer,  and  bring  him  to  Canton  for  judgment :  in  all  which  parts 
of  their  conduct  they  showed  a  respectful  submission  and  dread  of  the  laws  ; 
and  therefore  it  is  not  necessary  to  deliberate  further  about  their  punishment ; 
nor  yet  about  the  security-merchant,  nor  the  linguist,  who  I  find  did  not  com- 
bine to  put  a  false  gloss  on  the  proceedings.  The  security-merchant  and 
the  linguist  have  been  liberated  ;  and  the  trade  of  the  said  nation  has  been 
opened,  and  they  are  allowed  to  buy  and  sell  as  usual.  And  an  order  has 
been  issued  not  to  permit  small  boats  to  sell  eatables  to  the  foreign  ships  ;  and, 
thereby,  to  cut  off  the  occasion  of  bloody  broils. 

And  I  have  ordered  the  hong  merchant,  Howqua,  to  promulgate  an  edict 
to  the  said  foreign  chief,  telling  him  that  he  ought  to  know  that  the  laws  of 
the  Celestial  Empire  are  to  be  respected  and'feared  ;  and  that  foreigners, 
when  they  enter  the  country,  should  be  quiet  and  observe  the  laws  ;  and 
that  the  said  chief  and  captains  must  constantly  caution  their  sailors  not  to 
make  a  disturbance  and  commit  murders.  And  if  it  does  happen  that  dis- 
turbances are  fomented,  and  deeds  committed,  that  they  should  find  out 
the  man  who  originated  the  affray,  and  tell  his  name,  and  deliver  him  up, 
and  wait  for  the  local  magistrate  to  judge  and  punish  him,  and  must  not 
screen  him,  and  bring  heavy  guilt  upon  themselves ;  and  that  thus  they  will 
act  becoming  the  tenderness  and  gracious  kindness  with  which  the  Celes- 
tial Empire'irea.ts  them. 

Besides  sending  a  copy  of  the  confession  to  the  board  at  Peking,  1  lay 
this  statement  before  his  Imperial  Majesty,  for  his  sacred  inspection  ;  and, 
prostrate,  beg  that  he  will  look  at  it. 

Again,  since  I  act  as  Poo-yum,  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  make  a  com- 
munication to  that  office. 
A  most  respectful  memorial. 
TAOUKWANG.  1st  year,  IQth  moon. 
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A  list  of  false  representations  contained  in  the  preceding  memorial  of  the 
Viceroy  to  the  Emperor  of  China. 

Page  1,  line  25  from  the  top.  <c  Wilcocks  discovered,  &c.,  &c.,  &c.,  that 
the  sailor,  Francis  Terranovia,  had  thrown  the  jar  at  the  native  woman," 
&c.>  &c.  It  was  represented,  upon  all  occasions,  that  Terranovia  had 
handed  the  jar  into  the  woman's  own  hands,  (see  document  throughout.) 

Page  2,  lines  13  to  1 8.  "  Her  daughter,  Ko-a-tow,"  &c.,  &c.,  &c.  These 
six  lines  are  entirely  false,  (see  page  5,  line  26.)  The  An-cha-sze's  eluci- 
dation, where  Chun-le  she  is  sitting  in  her  own  hoat,  which  was  moored 
astern,  or  rather  on  the  quarter  of  the  Emily ;  add  to  which,  the  woman 
was  never  seen  to  rise  ;  and  this  is  no  uncommon  circumstance  at  Wham- 
poa,  owing,  it  is  supposed,  to  a  strong  counter-current  not  far  below  the 
surface  of  the  water. 

Page  4.  lines  7  to  14.  The  whole  paragraph  is  false.  The  foreign  mer- 
chants (by  which  I  understand  the  committee)  declared,  throughout  the  ne- 
gotiation, that  nothing  should  induce  them  to  give  up  the  seaman,  Francis 
Terranovia.  As  to  any  petition  which  Howqua  presented,  it  was  not  au- 
thorized by  the  committee,  or  any  American.  The  hong  merchants,  it  is 
true,  often  asked  me  to  present  a  memorial  of  the  kind  ;  and  I  think  it  more 
than  probable  many  individuals  were  urged  to  propose  it  in  the  committee  ; 
but  the  idea  was  always  treated  by  me  with  the  utmost  contempt,  and,  I 
have  no  doubt,  met  with  the  same  fate  when  proposed  to  any  of  my  coun- 
trymen. Upon  reflection,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  document  hereunto  an- 
nexed, which  was  presented  to  Howqua  on  the  19th  of  October,  has  been 
tortured  into  the  petition  alluded  to  in  this  paragraph.  It  was  granted  by 
Mr.  Griffin  Stith,  supercargo  of  the  Emily. 

Page  6,  lines  26  to  30.  These  lines  contain  the  same  false  statement  as 
those  on  page  4  ;  therefore,  the  same  observations  apply  to  them. 

Page  8,  line  22.  "Unitedly  to  summon  the  linguist  and  chief  for- 
eigner." It  is  here  stated  that  the  American  consul"  was  summoned  to 
the  execution  of  Terranovia;  which  is  false.  The  statement  implies  (as  I 
am  told  by  Dr.  Morrison)  that  the  consul  was  present ;  which  is  equally 
untrue,  but  not  more  glaringly  so  than  that  he  was  summoned. 

B.  C.  WILCOCKS, 
Consul  for  the  United  States  of  America. 


CANTON,  October  10,  1821. 

The  undersigned,  having  been  frequently  applied  to  by  the  hong  mer- 
chants, Howqua  and  Mowqua,  to  try  Francis  Terranovia,  under  the  charges 
preferred  against  him  by  the  Chinese  authorities,  and,  upon  finding  him 
guilty,  to  deliver  him  up  to  the  said  Chinese  authorities  at  Canton,  declares 
that  there  is  no  power  vested  in  the  undersigned  to  try  said  Francis  Terra- 
novia, or  to  deliver  him  up  to  said  Chinese  authorities  ;  that  the  said 
Francis  Terranovia,  being  questioned  as  to  the  charges  exhibited  against 
him  by  said  Chinese  authorities,  persists  in  declaring  his  innocence,  and 
that  he  delivered  the  jar  into  the  hands  of  the  woman  in  the  boat,  for  the 
purpose  of  receiving  fruit  which  he  had  purchased  from  her.  In  case  the 
Chinese  authorities  are  determined  upon  seizing  the  said  Francis  Terrano- 
via, for  the  purpose  of  trying  him  according  to  their  own  laws,  the  under- 
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signed  declares  that  Captain  Cowpland,  of  the  ship  Emily,  has  pledged  him- 
self that  no  resistance  shall  be  made  to  the  said  Chinese  authorities.  At  the 
same  time.  Captain  Cowpland  declares  that  he  will  not  afford  any  aid  what- 
ever to  those  who  might  be  sent  for  the  accused  person. 

The  undersigned  requests  the  Pan-yu  to  submit  the  above  to  the  Viceroy. 

GRIFFIN  STITH, 
Supercargo  of  ship  Emily,  of  Baltimore. 


Note,  &c.,  No.  47. 

First  day  of  the  trial. 

Assistant  to  the  An-cha  sze. 

The  Pan-yu. 

Two  inferior  magistrates. 

The  hong  merchants. 

Linguist. 

Second  day's  trial. 

The  Ari-cha-sze  and  his  assistant,  who  presided  the  first  day. 

The  Kwang  chow-foo. 

The  Nam-hoy-eu. 

The  Pan-yu. 

The  two  inferior  magistrates. 

The  hong  merchants. 

Linguist. 

At  the  execution. 

An-cha  sze. 
Kwang- chow-foo. 

Kwang-heep,  with  four  hundred  soldiers  under  arms, 
Chang-heep,  bearing  the  imperial  chop,  (or  seal,)  as  is  usual  on  such  occa- 
sions. 

Pan-yu,  and  some  inferior  magistrates,  justices  of  the  peace,  and  runners. 
Pacqua,  the  security-merchant  of,  and  A-tom,  the  linguist  of,  ship  Emily. 

B.  C.  WILCOCKS, 
Consul  for  the  United  States  of  America. 


AMERICAN  CONSULATE,  Canton: 

I,  B.  C.  Wilcocks,  consul  of  the  United  States  of  America  at  the  port  of 
Canton,  &c,,  &c.,  do  hereby  certify  and  ^declare  that  the  documents  here- 
unto annexed  are  true  copies  of  the  originals,  by  me  duly  compared. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  of 
[L.  s.]       office  on  this  twelfth  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-one. 

B.  C.  WILCOCKS, 
Consul  for  the  United  States  of  America. 
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THE  QUA'S  BOOK  OF  KNOWLEDGE, 

From  the  Rev.  Robert  Morrison,  Chinese  interpreter  to  the  British  Fac- 
tors, Canton,  China:  1821. 

INDEX. 

Number. 

Anchasze              -                         ...                         .  V 

Birth-day-  presents                                                                              -  XIX 

Boat  officer  before  the  factories     -  X 

Chop-boat  office    -                                                                           -  XIII 

Custom-house       -                                                               -  XV 

Eem-yun-sze                                                           -  VI 

Foo  yuen  -  II 

Governor  ....                         ...  I 

Ho-kung  -                                                  -                                     -  XVI 

Hoppo      -  III 

Hoykwan              .......  Xlt 

Judge        -                                                   -  V 

King-ching           .......  XII 

Kung,  or  Pan-kung                                                                          -  XVIII 

Kwari-sen,  or  keun-sen      -                                     -  X 

K  wan -poo                                      .....  HI 

Kwang-chow-foo  -                                                                 -  VIII 

Man-show,  or  Wan-show                                                                   -  XIX 

Natn-ho-yen,  or  Nam-hae-heen     -  IX 

Poo-chingsze       -  IV 
Q,,  see  under  Kwo. 

Salt  superintendent           -             -                         -  VI 

Sam-sye   -                                                    ...  VI 

Tarn-tow                                                      -  X 

Tow-toy,  or  Taou-tae       -  VII 

Tootling                          -  XI 

Treasurer              -            -  IV 

Tseong-kwan,  Tseang  keun         -  XI 

Tsung-tuk,  or  tsung-tu     -                         -  .    I 

Viceroy     -                                                    -  I 

Vice  Governor       -                         .....  I 

Yen-yun-sze                                   -  VI 

Sound  of  the  letters. 

Al,  broad  and  coalescing,  like  igh  in  high. 
Ee,  as  if  written  Ke-en;  see,  as  in  seen. 
Ow,  as  in  hoiv, 
Oy,  as  in  hoy. 

OFFICERS. 

I.  The  Viceroy,  or  rather  Governor  of  the  two  provinces  Quang-tung 
and  Quang-set  called  by  the  Chinese  Tsung-tuk  (i.  e.  Dial  of  Canton.) 

II.  The  deputy,  or  vice-governor,  called  in  Chinese  Foo-yuen,  also  Foo- 
toy  and  Seun-foo.  name  Hong,  (mandarin  dialect  kang,)  title  Tagin,  a  pomp- 
ous showy  man;  affects  to  overlook  trifles,  and  govern  liberally.  His  father 
was  beheaded  by  the  late  emperor  Keen-lung. 
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III.  The  Hoppo,  or  commissioner  of  duties  on  foreign   commerce  at 
Canton,   called  by  the  Chinese  Hoopoo — more  correctly  Hoy-kwan  and 
Kuan-poo,  and  also  Kam-tuk. 

October,  1819. — He  who  now  acts  is  called  Ah-ta  gin.  He  is  the  son  of 
a  Hoppo  who,  about  13  years  since,  was  in  Canton,  viz:  Cheong-tagin — 
not  of  good  repute.  The  present  Hoppo  is  said  to  be  greedy  of  money. 

IV.  The  Treasurer  of  the  province,  called  Poo  ching-sze,  name  Wei-ta  gin. 

V.  The  judge  in  criminal  cases,  called  An  cha-sze^  or  Aan-cha-sze,  name 
Loo. 

VI.  The  superintendent  of  the  salt  department,  called  the  Yenyun-sze, 
or  Eemwan-t-ze,  name  Cha-tajin.     The  officers  under  the  numbers  IV, 
V,  VI,  are  called  the  Sam-sze.     The  three  Sze — affairs  are  often  referred 
by  the  Viceroy  to  them,  before  the  decisions  are  passed  to  the  Kwang- 
showfoo  to  carry  into  execution. 

VII.  The  superintendent  of  Government  stores,  called  Leong  tow,  or 
Tow  toy,  (or  Taontae  ;)  name  Show. 

VIII.  The  mayor  of  the  city  of  Canton,  arid  highest  civil  officer  in  the 
district  of  Quang-chow,  having  subordinate  to  him  the  Nam  ho  yen ,  Heang- 
shaw-heen,  the  Heen  at  Whampoa,  and  several  others,  called  the  Kwang- 
chowfoo;  name  Kung,  formerly  Main-ho-yen.     These  bore  a  very  good 
character :  he  is  about  to  retire. 

IX.  The  justice  of  the  peace  over  the  district  in  which  the  factories  are 
situated,  called  the  Nan-hae  heen,  or  the  Nam  ho  hen  ;  name  Chung.     He 
has  a  deputy,  or  assistant,  called  the  Teo-tong. 

X.  The  police  officer  who  controls  the  boats  before  the  factories  is  called 
the  Hopo-so  ;  name  Lun. 

XI.  The  Tartar  general,  who  commands  the  Tartar  garrison  in  Canton 
called  the   Tseong-kwan  ;  name  Pat.     He  has  two  adjutant  generals  who 
are  called  Too-tung. 

XII.  The  Hoppo's  head  clerk,  or  secretary,  through  whose  hands  all 
business  passes,  is  called  King  chin g. 

XIII.  The  Hoppo's  office,  which  gives  permits  to  the  lighters,  or  chop- 
boats,  is  called  Sang-fong. 

XIV.  The  custom-houses  are  called  Kwan-how.     The  people  who  at- 
tend (and  who  are  not  called  officers  by  the  Chinese)  are  termed  Kwan- 
how,  Ka-yun,  and  Yay-wi?m,  by  way  of  compliment. 

XV.  A  certain  per  centage  on  all  goods  exported  from  Canton  is  levied 
by  these  custom-house  waiters,  who  stand  at  the  scales,  and  the  whole 
amount  is  divided  amongst  the  inferior  waiters  at  the  Hoppo's,     This  pec- 
ulage  is  called  Tam-too. 

XVI.  Money  paid  by  the  hong  merchants  as  a  contribution  to  the  ex- 
pense incurred  in  repairing  the  banks  of  the  Yellow  riverr  is  called  Ho-king. 

XVII.  Contributions  paid  by  them  to  extra  expenses  of  the  army,  incur- 
red in  cases  of  insurrection  or  rebellion,  are  called  Kwan-sen. 

XVIII.  Annual  presents  of  European  curiosities,  or  money  paid  in  lieu 
of  them,  are  called  Pan-kung  and  Kung. 

XIX.  Presents,  or  money  given  at  the  Emperor's  birth  day,  are  called 
Wan-show  (or  Man-show.) 

Proper  names  of  the  office?^,  corrected  for  December  16,  1820. 

The  acting  Treasurer's  (No.  IV)  name  is  Leen.     He  recently  held  An- 
cha-sze,  or  judge's  office  (No.  V.)     This  person  is  a  Manchew  Tartar. 
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The  acting  judge  is  one  Fei,  whose  father  was  one  of  the  six  ministers 
in  the  time  of  Kee?i  lung'. 

Name  of  the  Leang-taou  (No.  VII)  is  Loo,  who  acted  as  the  treasurer  in 
1819. 

The  present  Kwan^-showfoo  is  one  Lo.  He  is  remarkable  for  his  re- 
jection of  every  luxury,  and  entire  devotedness  to  the  duties  of  his  office. 

Keek  is  the  present  Nam-ho-yen  (No.  IX.)  His  ancestors  joined  the 
Tartars  at  the  conquest,  and  he  is  now  considered  a  Tartar. 

The  Viceroy,  the  Hoppo,  the  Foo  yuen,  and  the  Tartar  general,  called 
Tse-ang  Keurt,  are  the  same  as  in  1819. 


Mr.  Wilcocks  to  Mr.  Adams. 

AMERICAN  CONSULATE, 
Cantont  January  30,  1822. 

SIR:  Since  I  had  last  the  honor  to  address  you,  information  has  been 
received  from  Peking,  that  the  proceedings  of  the  Viceroy  of  this  province 
in  the  case  of  Francis  Terranovia,  (as  per  document  No.  46,  forwarded  to 
you  under  date  of  the  12th  of  December  last.)  have  been  approved  by  the 
Emperor  of  China,  and  will  of  course  be  referred  to  as  a  precedent  in  any 
future  case  of  a  similar  nature. 

Having  submitted  to  you.  sir,  a  faithful  detail  of  facts  regarding  this  un- 
fortunate affair,  I  shall  be  glad  to  have  your  opinion  as  to  the  manner  it  was 
conducted,  not  only  on  the  part  of  my  countrymen  and  myself,  as  far  as  I 
was  permitted  to  act,  but  as  respects  the  authorities  constituted  over  the 
place  of  my  residence. 

The  case  being  entirely  new  among  Americans,  renders  it  necessary  that 
the  consul  at  this  port  should  have  instructions  how  to  act  on  future  occa- 
sions, more  particularly  should  any  part  of  the  late  proceedings  appear 
objectionable.  The  British  trade  at  "this  port  has  been  suspended  for  nearly 
two  months,  in  consequence  of  two  Chinese  having  been  killed  at  Ling- 
ting,  in  an  affray  between  a  boat's  crew  of  his  Britannic  Majesty's  ship  To- 
paz and  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  island.  When  the  result  is  known, 
I  shall  have  the  honor  to  communicate  it  to  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  O.  WILCOCKS, 
Consul  for  the  U.  S.  of  America. 

Hon.  JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington. 


Mr.  Snow  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 
[EXTRACT.] 

[  No.  25.  ] 

CANTON,  September  25,  1839. 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  copy  of  an  edict  received  from 
the  Imperial  Commissioner  and  the  Governor  of  this  province,  and  my  re- 
ply to  the  same. 

A  correspondence  with  this  Government  is  exceedingly  troublesome,  for 
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the  replies  to  the  commissioners  edicts  are  seen  by  the  Kwang  chow-foo, 
for  the  purpose  of  correcting  any  error  that  may  have  been  made  in  the 
translation,  as  any  unguarded  expression  would  bring  him  into  certain 
trouble.  The  reply,  of  which  I  now  send  you  a  copy,  was  returned  by  this 
officer,  requesting  that  1  would  add  an  expression  of  gratitude  for  all  favors 
bestowed  on  me  by  the  great  Emperor,  and  likewise  a  hope  for  a  continu- 
ance of  the  Celestial  dynasty's  trade  with  my  nation,  placing  the  Celestial 
dynasty  about  an  inch  higher  on  the  paper  than  my  nation,  thereby  admit- 
ting their  superiority.  1  declined  doing  either,  and  sent  it  as  originally 
written.  These  trifles  serve  to  show  their  determination  never  to  permit  a 
foreign  nation  to  presume  on  an  equality  with  their  own.  In  my  intercourse 
with  them,  I  endeavor  to  conciliate,  as  far  as  reason  and  a  proper  sense  of 
respect  will  admit;  but  on  some  points  never  to  yield,  for  they  are  artful 
and  insinuating,  and  much  caution  on  onr  part  is  necessary  at  all  times. 

I  likewise  enclose  a  copy  of  a  notice  from  Captain  Smith,  commanding* 
her  Majesty's  ship  Volage,  of  his  intended  blockade  of  the  river  and  port  of 
Canton  ;  also,  a  copy  of  his  notice  that  it  had  been  relinquished.  I  had  pre- 
pared a  protest  against  such  a  step,  considering  his  reasons  neither  good  nor 
sufficient  for  resorting  to  a  measure  of  such  importance,  partial  in  its  opera- 
tion, and  particularly  oppressive  to  our  trade,  at  this  moment  almost  ex- 
clusively carried  on  by  American  ships ;  but  it  is  now  unnecessary,  and 
1  hope  his  intention  will  not  be  resumed. 

A  small  English  brig  was  attacked  by  the  Chinese,  off  Lantoa,  on  the 
night  of  the  23d  of  August,  and  all  hands  murdered,  excepting  the  captain 
and  one  passenger,  whom  they  left  for  dead,  but  is  still  living. 

On  the  26th  of  August  an  affair  took  place  at  Hong  Kong,  between  the 
English  and  Chinese,  in  which  two  or  three  lives  were  lost ;  but  is  consid- 
ered of  little  consequence  by  either  party. 

Edict  of  their  excellencies  the  Imperial  Commissioner  and  the  Governor, 
to  P.   W.  Snow,  fisq.,  U.  S.  Consul  at  Canton,  $*c.,  $*c. 

Choo,  the  prefect  of  Canton,  proclaims  to  the  hong  merchants,  for  their 
full  information,  that,  on  the  8th  day,  8th  month,  and  19th  year,  Tung 
Keong,  (September  8,  1839,)  he  received  from  their  excellencies  Lin,  Impe- 
rial Commissioner,  &c.,  (fee.,  Tong,  viceroy  of  Canton,  <fcc.,  &c.,  a  procla- 
mation, to  be  opened  and  attended  to.  In  this  they  state  :  We,  the  Com- 
missioner and  Governor,  on  the  22d  day  of  7th  month,  forwarded  a  procla- 
mation to  the  said  Kwang-chow-foo,  (or  prefect,)  to  be  transmitted  to  the 
American  consul,  Snow,  ordering  that,  whereas  the  empty  storeships,  Ho- 
lan  and  Malek,  having  been  a  long  time  detained,  they  should  immediately 
return  to  their  country.  Now  half  a  month  has  elapsed  without  a  reply. 
It  appears  from  the  tide-waiter  at  Macao,  that,  on  the  29th  of  the  7th  month, 
(September  6,)  Holan  passed  swiftly  outside  the  Lad  rones.  This  ship  un- 
derstood and  implicitly  obeyed  the  perspicuous  order.  How  is  it,  then,  that 
Malek,  in  the  height  of  presumption,  yields  to  inclinations,  and  still  remains? 
On  the  4th  instant  (September  11)  the  country  ship  Tanshena  was  burnt  , 
which  Malek  fortunately  escaped.  How  much  more,  then,  ought  she, 
swift  as  the  courser,  to  pass  the  great  Ladrones,  as  is  customary,  by  the  east- 
ern passage,  and  go  away?  Why, do  you  desire  to  resort  to  Hong  Kong, 
to  associate  with  every  English  ship  in  the  fleet?  Besides,  your  nation's 
newly  arrived  cargo  ships  should  proceed  immediately  to  Wharnpoa.  Now 
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merchandise  brings  the  highest  prices,  and  your  nation  alone  receives  this 
profit ;  and  thus  the  English  in  a  still  higher  degree  perceive  their  own 
stupidity,  as  the  American  ships  pass  out  of  port  with  full  cargoes,  and  go 
away.  They  ought  forthwith  to  pass  directly  out  by  the  great  Ladrones, 
spread  sail,  and  return  to  their  country.  How  happens  it,  then,  that,  on 
the  18th  of  the  7th  month,  (August  21)  Carter,  and  on  the  22d  (August  30) 
Hendicut,  and  on  the  30th  (September  7)  Macmichael,  each  went  out  of 
port,  but  as  yet  are  with  the  English  foreign  ships  anchored  at  Hong  Kong? 
This  is  utterly  inexplicable  ! 

We  are  now  examining  the  English  Elliot,  who  turns  his  back  upon  and 
violates  the  Celestial  dynasty's  laws,  giving  umbrage  to  and  concealing  a 
murderer.  A  malevolent  barbarian !  This  lord  (Elliot)  has  commanded 
his  nation's  cargo  ships  to  collect  together  and  anchor  at  Win  sha-png, 
(Hong  Kong,)  and  covets  great  traffic  in  opium ;  but  this  cannot  be  borne. 
In  consequence  of  cutting  off  supplies,  he  presumed,  on  the  27th  of  7th 
month,  (4th  September,)  opposite  Keulang  Shon,  to  stop  and  seize  a  war- 
boat  seeking  for  the  blood  of  victims ;  and,  in  overflowing  confusion,  he 
first  proceeded  to  open  his  cannon  and  broke  my  war  junk  ;  therefore,  this 
junk  also  fired  in  self  defence;  and  this  barbarian,  feathers  down,  was 
void  of  skill.  My  war-boat  fired  cannon,  and  knocked  or  killed  twenty  or 
more  men,  hit  and  carried  away  a  hand  at  the  wrist  of  one  man ;  also,  a 
severe  wound  was  received  in  the  body  of  another;  and  how  many  more 
we  do  not  know.  With  the  Celestial  dynasty's  great  junks  of  war,  how 
can  other  nations  compare  ?  The  English  barbarians  dared  to  come  and 
blindly  violate  the  laws,  and  should  the  wounds  prove  fatal  they  are  all  self- 
imposed  ;  for  not  my  war  junk,  but  he  himself  first  resorts  to  violence,  and 
he  disobeys  the  most  perspicuous  orders.  It  is  a  fact,  that  a  war-boat  cruis- 
ing upon  the  ocean  found  the  country  ship  Tanshena,  a  storeship,  selling 
opium.  She  was  pursued,  taken,  and  burnt ;  two  foreigners  seized,  and  all 
detained  for  trial,  and  ton  or  more  of  her  sailors.  All  these,  after  taking 
their  names,  1  will  let  go  ;  did  not  wound  a  man  ;  so  that  it  can  be  said 
clemency  and  severity  were  blended.  If  the  English  foreigners  do  not 
again  know  repentance,  how  can  we  allow  them  to  return  alive  to  their 
country? 

At  I  he  village  of  Hong  Kong  a  clear  edict  has  been  published  and  posted, 
commanding  every  cargo  ship  that  desires  to  avoid  calamity  not  to  throw 
the  corandum  in  the  fire — "  not  to  reject  a  pearl."  Yon  American  mer- 
chants, in  going  out  and  coming  in,  do  not  require  to  be  examined  by  Elliot. 
Why,  then,  do  the  empty  store  ships  enter  into  his  fleet,  exposing  themselves 
to  the  calamity  of  burning  their  own  nests  and  destroying  their  own  per- 
sons? If,  after  issuing  our  orders  this  time,  there  is  again  a  long  protracted 
delay,  there  will  be  the  debt  of  crimes  from  your  own  deeds,  and  you  will 
equally  transgress.  You,  cannot  again  be  excused,  nor  say  you  have  not 
been  timely  commanded  and  directed,  (warned.) 

Furthermore,  there  is  the  affair  of  the  murdered  Lein  Wiche.  We  have 
judged,  and,  according  to  all  the  evidence,  all  were  English  foreigners  who 
did  the  cruel  deed,  and  that  other  notions  were  not  implicated.  But  Elliot, 
even  to  the  present  time,  declares  Americans  were  present  at  the  place  where 
the  accident  occurred.  We,  the  Commissioner  and  Governor,  both,  have 
not  received  evidence  that  Snow  has  examined  this  business,  petitioning  us 
respecting  ir.  To  dispose  of  this  affair  is  very  important.  He  ought,  now 
the  subject  (or  state  of  the  case)  is  made  known  to  him,  honestly  to  reply. 
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in  order,  according  to  evidence,  to  settle  this  case  now  in  hand.     Let  there 
riot  be  the  slightest  ambiguity. 

Therefore  we  have  issued  our  edict,  to  the  Kwang-chowfoo.  Let  him  im- 
mediately attend  to  the  business,  and  transmit  the  edict  to  Snow,  that  he 
obediently  attend  to  the  affair,  and  reply  without  delay.  Let  there  be  no 
opposition.  Hasten  !  hasten  !  Having  received  this  edict,  I,  the  prefect 
immediately  transmit  it  to  the  merchants,  that  they  attend  to  it,  and  forward 
the  edict  to  Snow,  to  attend  to  and  reply  immediately.  Let  there  be  no 
opposition.  Special  edict. 

TEON  KWONG,  19th  year,  8th  month,  8th  day, 
(September  15.  1839.) 

True  translation :  P.  PARKER. 


To  their  excellencies  the  Imperial  Commissioner  and  Governor  of  the 
two  Keang  and  the  Governor  of  the  two  Kwang.  A  duly  prepared 
petition. 

CANTON,  September  23,  1839. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  excellency's  edict, 
under  date  of  the  27th  of  August,  and  likewise  the  one  under  date  of  the 
15th  of  the  present  month.  And  I  beg  to  state,  that  a  more  early  reply 
would  have  been  given  to  the  former,  but  the  difficulties  existing  at  this 
time  in  communicating  with  the  ships  below,  for  the  want  of  regular  pas- 
sage boats,  has  caused  me  to  wait  for  a  long  time  for  answers  to  my  in- 
quiry—  What  American  ships  formerly  engaged  in  the  opium  trade  are 
now  remaining?  I  am  assured  that  only  one  of  the  ships  (the  Woodbury) 
that  brought  up  opium  to  Chunfee,  is  still  here.  She  is  now  at  Whampoa, 
and,  as  soon  as  her  cargo  is  taken  in,  will  leave  for  America. 

Out  of  the  port  my  nation  has  no  empty  store-ships. 

1  take  this  opportunity  to  express  my  firm  conviction  that  there  is  not  an 
American  in  the  country  that  is  in  any  way  engaged  in  the  opium  trade  ; 
and  that  it  is  their  intention,  at  all  times,  to  pursue  a  legal  one,  such  as  the 
Government  of  China  will  approve.  I  have  to  offer  you  the  following,  in 
explanation  of  the  visiting  of  American  ships  at  Hong  Kong.  For  some 
years  past,  our  merchants  have  been  in  the  practice  of  receiving  manufac- 
tured goods  from  England,  and  cotton  from  India,  in  English  ships;  they 
have  at  this  time  a  considerable  amount  in  these  articles  on  board  of  them, 
which  they  are  extremely  anxious  to  get  up  to  Whampoa,  as  the  threatened 
blockade  by  the  English  war  ships  makes  their  property  unsafe.  In  addi- 
tion to  this,  our  ships  bring  from  America  a  large  amount  in  bills  of  ex- 
change ;  and  the  English ^being  willing  at  this  time  to  sell  us  their  cloths 
and  cotton,  and  take  these  bills  in  payment,  the  American  ships  go  there 
for  that  purpose,  as  it  enables  them  to  bring  up  a  cargo,  which  they  dispose 
of  here,  and  purchase  their  teas  and  silks  to  take  to  America. 

My  nation's  people  never  receive  orders  from  the  consuls  of  other 
nations. 

In  reference  to  the  murdsr  at  Hong  Kong,  I  have  to  represent  that,  on 
the  21st  day  of  July  last,  I  received  a  communication,  at  Macao,  from  Yu 
and  Le,  officers  deputed  by  your  excellencies  on  that  subject ;  and  imme- 
diately on  my  receiving  letters  from  Hong  Kong,  in  answer  to  mine, 
making  inquiries  of  the  American  captains  respecting  the  affair,  I  replied 
to  that  communication  under  date  of  the  25th  of  the  same  month,  and  beg 
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to  refer  your  excellencies  to  the  same ;  hearing,  as  I  soon  after  did,  that  it 
was  satisfactory  to  you,  I  considered  that  no  further  explanation  was  re- 
quired of  me.  I  can  only  add,  that  my  belief  now  is  the  same  as  then — 
that  no  American  participated  in  that  disgraceful  scene. 

I  improve  this  occasion  to  assure  your  excellencies  that  myself  and  my 
countrymen  duly  appreciate  all  favors  extended  to  us  by  this  Government. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  W.  SNOW, 

U.  8.  Consul. 


OFFICIAL  PUBLIC  NOTICE. 

The  High  Commissioner  and  Governor  of  these  provinces  having  pub- 
licly forbidden  the  regular  supplies  of  food  to  her  Majesty's  subjects,  having 
commanded  the  people  to  fire  upon  and  seize  them  whenever  they  go  on 
shore  to  purchase  provisions,  and  certain  of  her  Majesty's  subjects  having 
been  actually  cut  off — 

Notice  is  hereby  given,  that  it  is  my  intention,  at  the  requisition  of  the 
chief  superintendent  of  the  trade  of  British  subjects  in  China,  to  establish 
a  blockade  of  the  river  and  port  of  Canton  ;  and  notice  is  hereby  further 
given,  that  none  other  than  vessels  actually  within  the  port,  or  foreign  ves- 
sels entering  within  six  days  from  the  date  hereof,  will  be  allowed  free 
egress  till  the  blockade  be  declared  raised.  Notice  of  the  blockading  force 
will  be  hereafter  promulgated. 

Given  under  my  hand,  on  board  her  Majesty's  ship  Volage,  at  anchor  in 
Hong  Kong  bay,  off  the  port  of  Canton,  this  Hth  day  of  September,  1839, 

H.  SMITH, 
Captain  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  ship  Volage. 

Certified  true  copy : 

EDWARD  ELMSLIE, 
Secretary  and  Treasurer  to  the  Superintendents. 


OFFICIAL  PUBLIC  NOTICE. 

The  safety  of  certain  of  her  Britannic  Majesty's  subjects  supposed  to 
have  been  cut  off  by  the  officers  of  the  Chinese  Government  having  been 
ascertained,  and  negotiations  being  opened  upon  the  basis  of  the  withdrawal 
of  the  proclamations  against  the  lives  and  liberty  of  her  said  Majesty's 
subjects  — 

It  is  hereby  declared,  that  till  further  notice  be  given,  (founded  upon  the 
result  of  such  negotiations,)  the  blockade  notified  by  me  on  the  llth 
instant  will  not  be  established,  and  vessels  continuing  to  enter  will  be  per- 
mitted to  pass  out  unobstructed. 

Given  under  my  hand,  on  board  her  Britannic  Majesty's  ship  Yolage,  at 
anchor  in  Hong  Kong  bay,  off  the  port  of  Canton,  this  16th  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1839. 

H.  SMITH, 
Captain  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  ship  Volage. 

At  the  request  of  Captain  Smith,  of  her  Majesty's  ship  Volage,  the  above 
notice  is  circulated. 

True  copy  :  EDWARD  ELMSLIE, 

Secretary  and  Treasurer  to  the  Superintendents. 


60  Doc.  No.  71. 

Mr.  Snoio  to  Mr.  Forsytk. 

[EXTRACTS.] 
[No.  26.] 

CANTON,  October  21,  1839. 

SIR:  ***** 

I  likewise  enclose  a  copy  of  an  edict  from  the  Imperial  Commissioner. 

**  *  ***** 

Our  trade  still  continues  accompanied  with  occasional  threats  and  trou- 
blesome inquiries  on  the  part  of  the  Government.  Their  want  of  confi- 
dence in  the  assertions  of  their  own  officers  leads  to  a  mistrust  in  the  re- 
presentations of  all  foreign  agents,  which  makes  our  intercourse  with  them 
both  vexatious  and  unsatisfactory. 

The  trade  our  ships  have  been  prosecuting  for  some  time  past  between 
this  port  and  Hong  Kong,  (an  anchorage  in  the  outer  waters  near  the  en- 
trance of  the  river,  and  where  all  the  English  ships  at  present  are,)  caused 
strong  suspicions  in  the  mind  of  the  Commissioner  that  our  pursuits  were 
not  sanctioned  by  the  laws  of  the  empire.  I  consequently  thought  it 
would  be  well  to  make  a  fair  representation  to  him  of  the  whole  of  this 
trade,  and  the  objects  our  ships  had  in  going  to  that  place,  where,  hereto- 
fore, he  thought  no  ship  could  go  with  honest  intention.  In  his  reply  to 
this  communication,  he  has  been  pleased  to  sanction  this  trade,  and  also  to 
allow  our  ships  to  bring  up  British  property  on  British  account. 

This  business  has  not  only  been  very  lucrative  to  our  merchants,  afford- 
ing them  high  and  quick  freights,  but  offering  them  every  facility  in  pass- 
ing their  bills  of  exchange,  either  in  the  purchase  of  English  goods  and 
cotton  on  their  own  account,  or  realizing  the  cash  for  their  bills  on  the 
sales  of  property  here  brought  up  on  English  account;  thus  enabling  them 
to  provide  for  their  return  cargoes  to  the  United  States. 

The  hong  merchants  have  been  for  the  last  fortnight  at  Macao,  nego- 
tiating with  Captain  Elliot  for  the  discharging  of  the  English  ships  be- 
low the  Bogue.  We  have  frequent  and  contradictory  reports  as  to  the  pro- 
gress of  their  doings,  but  nothing  that  can  be  relied  on  ;  and  it  is  impossi- 
ble for  any  one  even  to  conjecture  what  will  be  the  result.  Whatever  it  may 
be,  I  shall  communicate  the  same  to  you  immediately. 

I  could  not,  with  propriety,  oppose  the  departure  of  Commodore  Read ; 
but  have  often  regretted  the  necessity  he  was  tinder  of  leaving  us,  for  every 
day  strengthens  my  conviction  of  the  importance  of  a  naval  force  in  these 
waters.  The  magnitude  of  the  trade  strongly  claims  protection  ;  and  we 
are  fondly  hoping  that  Government  will  consider  it  of  sufficient  import- 
ance to  make  this  a  naval  station. 

Since  writing  the  foregoing,  accounts  have  reached  us  that  an  arrange- 
ment had  been  made  whereby  the  English  ships  were  to  discharge  at  Chu- 
nepee,  below  the  Bogue,  but  not  suffered  to  take  in  their  outward  cargoes, 
unless  they  came  up  to  Whampoa.  Two  days  afterwards,  we  heard  that 
this  arrangement  would  not  go  into  effect :  that  the  Commissioner  had  re- 
newed his  demand  for  the  murderer  of  the  China  man,  and  the  ships  would 
not  be  allowed  to  unload  at  any  place  but  Whampoa. 

We  have  this  day  (November  4th)  received  intelligence  of  a  battle  hav- 
ing been  fought  yesterday  between  three  English  sloops  of  war  and  a 
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large  number  of  war  junks.  Report  says  some  of  the  latter  were  sunk,  and 
from  two  to  three  hundred  China  men  killed.  We  are  in  hopes  to-morrow 
may  bring  us  something  official ;  if  in  time  for  this  ship,  I  shall  communi- 
cate the  same  to  you. 

When  the  arrangement  was  made  to  unload  the  ships  at  Chunepee,  the 
Commissioner  annulled  the  permission  granted  to  American  ships  to  bring 
up  cargoes  from  Hong  Kong. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  and 
very  humble  servant, 

P.  W.  SNOW, 
United  States  Consul. 

Hon.  JOHN  FORSYTII,  Secretary  of  State. 

P.  S. — Having  received  the  translation  of  another  edict  from  the  Com- 
missioner in  season  for  this,  I  enclose  a  copy,  with  a  copy  also  of  the  new 
bond  now  required  previous  to  any  ships  entering  the  Bogue.  It  was  just 
signed  by  the  commander  of  the  English  ship  Sir  Thomas  Coutts,  she 
having  come  into  Whampoa  in  defiance  of  Captain  Elliot's  injunctions. 


Edict  of  their  excellencies  the  Imperial  Commissioner  and  Governor,  rela- 
tive to  a  new  bond. 

OCTOBER  27,  1839. 

Choo,  prefect  of  Canton,  proclaims  to  the  hong  merchants,  for  their  full 
information,  that  he  has  now  received  from  the  Imperial  Commissioner  Lin 
and  Governor  Tang,  &c.,  &c.,  an  edict,  which  is  as  follows  :  The  said  pre- 
fect has  transmitted  us  a  foreign  petition  from  the  American  consul  Snow, 
which  was  sent  to  him  by  the  hong  merchants,  which  we,  the  great  minis- 
ter of  state  and  the  Governor,  publicly  and  unitedly  opened.     The  peti- 
tioner declared  the  ship  Wood  bury 's  name  has  been  changed  since  she  de- 
livered opium  at  the  Bogue,  and  that  perhaps  her  former  name  was  Higgin- 
bottom,  or  Pitman  ;  both  of  whom  have  returned  to  their  country,  &c.     We 
have  examined  the  ships  which  formerly  delivered  opium,  and  find  neither 
the  name  of  Higginbottom  nor  Pitman.     We  still  wish  the  foreigner  to  de- 
clare what  was  the  Woodbury's  original  name.     She  is  now  at  Whampoa: 
why  can  he  not  examine,  and  understand  this  business  ?    Accompanying, 
is  a  list  of  all  the  ships  which  formerly  delivered  opium.     As  it  is  proper, 
command  Snow  to  point  to  the  true  name,  and  petition  us  back.     He  also 
declares  the  purchasing  and  receiving  English  empty  store-ships  is  true ; 
and  the  hong  merchants,  upon  a  slip  of  paper  inserted  in  a  copy  of  the  pe- 
tition, say  they  know  the  ships  which  have  been  purchased  are  the  Leishe 
and  Neishin.     We  were  just  issuing  our  edict,  when  there  came  a  petition 
from  the  Tungche  of  Macao,  stating  that  the  American  Captain  Fancow 
says  that  his  nation's  resident  merchant,  Delano,  has  purchased  and  re- 
ceived the  Leishe,  and  that  he  has  bought  cotton  of  the  country  ship  Pit- 
kain,  and  requests  to  come  to  Whampoa  to  trade.     When  urged  to  speak, 
he  was  very  much  confused ;  so  that  it  is  difficult  to  permit  him  to  proceed. 
We  have  examined  the  present  year  the  surrendering  of  opium,  after 
which  the  merchant  ships  of  every  nation,  according  to  the  new  law,  are 
required  to  give  a  clearly  written  bond  in  these  words,  "  That  if  there  be 
any  man  who  secretly  brought  up  opium,  he  shall  instantly  expiate  the 
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crime,  and  the  ship  and  cargo  be  confiscated."     The  American  merchant 
ships,  on  the  1st  of  the  5th  month,  were  the  very  first  to  enter  the  port 
and  because  at  that  time  the  new  law,  in  its  details,  was  not  promulgated, 
in  a  manner  rather  approaching  to  confusion,  every  ship  came  and  went  as 
formerly.     They  have  not  yet  changed. 

But  now,  as  we  have  received  the  new  law,  in  which  it  is  declared,  "All 
foreign  men,  who  shall  bring  about  them  opium,  and  come  to  the  inner 
land,  it  is  declared  the  head  man  shall  be  decapitated,  and  the  second  shall 
be  strangulated.  This,  too,  is  determined,  and  the  ship  and  cargo  all  shall 
be  confiscated." 

Therefore,  all  (ships)  hereafter  must  write  after  this  form.  Already  there 
is  a  country  ship's  captain,  Warner,  and  Captain  Daniel,  who  have  clearly 
written  (a  bond)  according  to  this  form,  and  proceeded  to  Whampoa.  Truly 
it  may  be  seen  they  pursue  a  correct  and  honorable  trade,  are  above  suspi- 
cion, and  possess  a  white  and  luminous  heart;  therefore,  they  shall  be 
treated  with  twofold  kindness.  Let  Americans  endeavor  to  reflect  upon 
this  country  ship's  having  given  a  bond  according  to  the  form.  The  Ame- 
rican bond  hitherto  has  not  been  according  to  muster.  Why  can  they  not 
manifest  universal  integrity?  Hereafter,  all  American  ships  arriving-  are 
absolutely  commanded  to  give  a  bond  according  to  this  form;  then  they 
will  be  permitted  to  proceed  to  Whampoa.  It  is  decided  that  the  ship 
which  has  been  bought,  which  was  originally  a  country  empty  store  ship, 
and  which  has  taken  a  cargo  of  cotton  from  another  country  ship,  if  she 
does  not  give  a  bond  according  to  the  new  form,  it  will  be  sti'll  more  diffi- 
cult to  permit  her  to  enter  the  port. 

Moreover,  it  now  appears  the  Consul  Elliot  requests  the  officers  of  Gov- 
ernment to  examine  and  testify  respecting  the  country  ships  (and  let  them 
discharge),  It  is,  therefore,  necessary  and  proper  first  to  make  a  clear  se- 
paration, and  not  permit  the  Americans,  instead  of  the  English  themselves, 
to  transport  their  cargoes  and  irregularly  to  enter  Whampoa ;  in  order  to 
revert  to  a  true  state  of  things,  and  to  manifest  justice  to  all.  If  the  flower- 
flagged  and  country  ships  have  traded  and  delivered  over  cargoes,  it  is 
positively  required  of  them  also  to  bind  themselves  according  to  the  pre- 
scribed form  ;  then  they  will  be  permitted  to  proceed  to  Whampoa. 

Delano,  who  has  received  a  cargo  of  cotton  from  Pitcairn,  must  proceed 
according  to  the  new  law  ;  and  all  hereafter,  who  do  not  give  the  prescribed 
bond,  will  not  be  allowed  to  enter  the  port.  Certainly  they  must  know  that 
this  year  Americans  have  bought  ships ;  and  because  the  English  ships 
have  riot  come  into  port,  they  alone  have  reaped  the  great  profit — several 
times  double  the  former  year,  it  is  obvious,  obediently  to  receive  this  rule 
of  procedure  is  convenient  and  proper  ;  and  in  deciding  to  do  so,  no  injury 
will  be  sustained.  Thenceforth  in  a  still  higher  degree  grateful  for  Impe- 
rial favors,  should  they  fear  the  laws  and  obey  them  ;  they  cannot  pursue 
an  opposite  course,  and  cherish  a  proud  and  selfish  mind.  Those  who  op- 
pose the  new  rule  of  procedure  will  procure  a  heavy  chastisement. 

Uniting  the  circumstances,  we  forthwith  issue  our  proclamation,  and  or- 
der the  said  prefect  to  send  this  form  of  bond  immediately  to  the  said  Con- 
sul Snow,  that  he  proclaim  to  every  foreign  merchant,  that  if  hereafter  he 
have  foreign  ships  enter  the  port,  he  must  order  them  to  execute  the  bond 
according  to  this  form,  obediently  managing  according  to  the  circumstances 
of  the  case.  Before  replying,  command  the  said  Consul  Snow  to  put  his 
finger  upon  the  name  in  the  list  of  ships  which  formerly  delivered  opium, 
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and  to  say  to  which  the  Woodbury  belonged  before  her  name  was  changed, 
and  then  truly  petition  back  again.  Faithfully  attend  to  this  business  with 
all  despatch.  A  form  of  bond,  both  in  the  flowery  language  and  in  the  bar- 
barian character,  together  with  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  empty  store  ships, 
all  forwarded." 

Having  received  these  orders.  I,  the  prefect,  obediently  forward  the  edict 
to  the  said  hong  merchants,  that  they  immediately  send  the  form  of  bond 
and  the  edict  to  the  said  Consul  Snow,  that  he  proclaim  to  every  foreign 
merchant,  that  if  hereafter  he  have  foreign  ships  enter  the  port,  he  must 
make  out  his  bond  according  to  the  form,  &c.,  &c.  Hasten,  hasten.  Spe- 
cial edict. 

TEON  KWANG,  19^  year,  9th  month,  2\st  day.  (A.  D.  October  27 '.  1839.) 
Faithful  translation  : 

P.  PARKER. 

Form  of  bond  requested  by  their  excellencies  the  Imperial  Commissioner 
and  Governor  of  Canton,  to  be  signed  by  captains,  consignees,  joint 
owners  of  cargo,  and  shi^s  company. 

THE    FIRM    BOND. 

The  American  captain, ,  and  foreign  merchant. ,  together  with 

the  partners  and  the  ship's  company,  now  appearing  before  the  august  ma- 
gistrates of  the  Celestial  dynasty,  bind  ourselves,  that  our  ship  is  laden  with 

cargo,  and  coming  to  Canton  to  trade  ;  tremblingly,  we  will  obey  the 

new  laws  which  have  been  established  by  imperial  mandate,  and  dare  not 
secretly  carry  about  us  any  opium.  If,  on  examination,  it  shall  be  discover- 
ed that  the  ship  has  one  tact*  of  opium,  may  the  person  so  offending  yield 
obedience  to  the  governmental  officers  of  the  Heavenly  dynasty,  who  shall 
instantly  put  the  law  in  execution,  i.  e.,  capitally  punish  him ;  and  the  ship 
and  cargo  all  shall  be  confiscated.  But  if  it  is  ascertained  that  there  is  no 
secretly  bringing  opium,  (as  is  right,)  we  beg  the  favor  to  be  permitted  to 
trade  as  usual.  And  the  excellent  and  the  vile  being  clearly  distinguished, 
we  are  pleased  sweetly  (i.  e.,  voluntarily)  to  submit  to  this  firm  bond,  which 
is  sincere. 


Edict  of  Lin,  Imperial  Commissioner,  and  Tang,  Governor  of  Canton, 
in  reply  to  P.  W.  Snow,  Esq.,  United  States  consul,  relative  to  certain 
ships,  bills  of  exchange,  $*c. 

The  prefect  of  Canton,  &c.,  proclaims  to  the  American  consul,  Snow, 
for  his  full  information,  that  I  have  now  respectfully  received  from  their  ex- 
cellencies Lin,  Imperial  Commissioner,  Great  Minister  of  State,  Governor 
of  the  two  Hoo  Provinces,  and  Tang,  member  of  the  board  of  war  of  the 
Imperial  Cabinet,  and  Governor  of  the  two  Kwang  Provinces,  an  edict,  in 
which  they  state  I,  the  Prefect,  had  petitioned  them,  forwarding  a  petition 
from  the  American  consul,  Snow,  in  which  he  avers  that  the  American 
merchants  can  secure  that  not  a  man  resides  in  Canton  who  deals  in  opium, 
and  that,  at  present,  there  is  but  one  of  the  empty  storeships  that  formerly 
delivered  opium  at  the  Bogue,  named  Woodbury ;  which,  having  taken  in 

*  Sixteenth  part  of  a  catty. 
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her  cargo,  had  entered  Whampoa ;  and  as  soon  as  she  has  delivered  this, 
and  taken  in  another  cargo,  she  will  go  out  of  port,  and  return  to  her 
country. 

We  have  ascertained  that  the  Woodbury,  upon  the  8th  month,  and  8th 
day,  (September  15.)  took  in  a  cargo  of  cotton,  and  proceeded  to  Whampoa. 
We  have  examined  the  American  ships  that  formerly  surrendered  dirt,  but 
among  them  there  is  none  named  Woodbury.  We  suspect,  because  the 
said  snips  that  before  surrendered  opium  are  ashamed  to  be  known,  they 
have  changed  their  names  in  order  to  come  to  Whampoa.  We  ought  to 
command  Snow  to  examine  the  Woodbury,  which,  with  other  cotton-ships, 
has  come  to  Whampoa,  to  ascertain  what  her  name,  as  an  opium  ship,  was  ; 
and  truly  petition  us  back,  that,  according  to  evidence,  we  may  examine 
her. 

Furthermore,  the  Tungehe  (small  officer)  of  Macao  has  petitioned  us, 
stating  that  Elliot  had  communicated  to  him,  that  among  the  English  ships 
that  delivered  opium  was  one  called  the  Leishe,  and  that  this  had  been  sold 
and  transferred  to  American  merchants.  Is  this  true  ?  Perhaps,  on  ac- 
count of  this  being  a  time  of  rigorously  expelling  empty  storeships,  he  is 
glossing  over  things,  in  order  that  they  may  remain.  We  wish  to  ascertain 
truly  the  circumstances  of  this  ship.  Yesterday,  Yeu  Pang  Ying,  a  naval 
officer,  examined  Hin  Sha  Sug  (Hong  Kong)  anchorage,  and  on  the  8th 
moon,  and  29th  day,  Leishe  was  still  anchored  there.  If  she  had  been  sold 
to  American  merchants,  why  does  she  not  separate,  and  not  anchor  with 
the  English  fleet  ?  What  is  the  reason  ?  We  ought  also  to  order  Snow 
immediately  to  ascertain  clearly  if  American  merchants  have  positively 
bought  and  received  the  English  store-ship  Leishe,  and  what  is  the  name 
of  the  purchaser,  what  day  the  transfer  was  made,  what  is  her  present 
name,  and  to  what  use  is  she  now  appropriated?  Explain  all  the  particu- 
lars, one  by  one,  and  reply  clearly;  and,  at  the  same  time,  urge  the  said 
ship  to  separate  without  delay.  She  cannot  anchor  with  the  English  fleet 
at  Hin  Sha  Sug  at  the  risk  of  unfathomable  calamities.  If  American  mer- 
chants have  not  purchased  and  received  the  Leishe,  in  that  case,  also,  in- 
form us ;  that,  according  to  evidence,  we  may  investigate  and  put  an  end 
to  the  matter.  American  ships  newly  arriving,  each  has  first  to  go  to 
Hong  Kong,  as  Snow  has  already  informed  us,  on  account  of  having  bills 
of  exchange,  &c.  We,  the  Commissioner  and  Governor,  graciously  accede 
to  this,  as  being  reasonable.  But  recently  there  were  Martin  and  Lock- 
wood,  two  ships  which  had  not  clearly  reported  what  cargo  they  have, 
which  were  anchored  with  the  fleet  at  that  place.  We  do  not  know  whether 
these  are  empty  ships.  The  Heong  Shan  Hee  (military  officer)  has  peti- 
tioned, stating  that  Lockwood  has  taken  in  a  cargo  of  cotton  and  entered 
the  port,  but  has  not  yet  reported  that  Martin  has  left  Hong  Kong.  If,  be- 
cause the  English  merchants  are  prohibited  by  Elliot  to  enter  port,  the 
Americans,  privately  acting  in  their  stead,  transport  their  merchandise,  this 
also  comes  within  the  limits  of  excusable  business  ;  but  if,  perchance,  in- 
stead of  this,  they  secretly  transport  opium,  then  the  Celestial  dynasty's 
new  laws  against  smuggling  will  be  violated,  and  they  shall  truly  expiate 
their  crime,  and  the  ship  and  cargo,  all,  shall  be  confiscated.  The  said 
nations'  merchants  all  equally  possess  persons,  families,  and  life,  all  of 
which  they  themselves  ought  to  secure  and  protect ;  what  necessity  is  there, 
then,  secretly  to  combine  with  the  English,  and  with  the  English  fleet,  to 
anchor  at  Hong  Kong?  If,  on  further  examination,  there  are  those  who 
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clandestinely  sell  opium,  immediately  we  shall  order  the  naval  officers  to 
take  fire  ships  and  proceed  and  burn  them.  If  American  merchants'  ships 
do  not  know  enough  to  get  out  of  the  way,  they  will  certainly  throw  the 
corrundura  in  the  fire.  There  can  be  no  repentance.  Further,  we  ought 
to  order  Snow  immediately  to  urge  Martin  at  once  to  separate.  Hereafter, 
Americans  again  having  ships  come,  they  are  not  permitted  to  anchor  at 
Hon^  Kong.  If  they  again  sport  and  turn  their  backs,  and  voluntarily, 
with  the  English  ships,  throw  themselves  upon  the  torch,  the  said  foreign- 
ers will  bring  upon  themselves  a  just  destruction  ;  and  let  them  not  say  they 
were  not  early  warned.  Therefore,  we  have  issued  our  proclamation  to  the 
Prefect :  let  him  immediately  forward  it  to  Snow,  that  he  obediently  attend 
to  the  business,  and  petition  us  a^ain  without  opposition  or  delay. 

Having  respectfully  received  this,  I  transmit  it  to  the  said  Consul  Snow, 
obediently  to  attend  to  the  business.     Let  there  be  no  opposition  or  delay. 

Special  edict. 

TAOUKWANG,  \3th  year,  9th  month,  8th  day.  (October  14,  1839.) 
True  translation  : 

P.  PARKER. 


Mr.  Snow  to  Mr.  Forsyth, 

[No.  27.] 

CANTON,  November  27,  1839. 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  copy  of  the  last  edict  received 
by  me  from  the  Government ;  likewise  a  copy  of  a  certificate  and  pass, 
granted  by  me,  and  obligations  given  by  the  purchasers  of  five  English 
ships  at  Hong  Kong,  and"  the  oath  they  have  all  taken. 

As  the  English  found  it  impossible  to  get  the  cargoes  of  their  ships  to 
Whampoa  in  any  other  way  than  by  freighting  them  up  in  American  bot- 
toms, and  as  the  number  of  American  ships  arriving  was  comparatively 
small  with  the  English,  freights  rose  to  so  high  a  rate  as  to  hold  out  strong 
inducements  to  the  American  residents  here  to  hazard  the  risk  of  purchas- 
ing English  ships  to  be  used  for  that  purpose.  A  further  inducement  for 
these  purchases  has  been,  the  increased  facilities  given  our  merchants  for 
the  realization  of  their  bills  of  exchange  and  their  South  American  dollars, 
which  latter  are  uncurrent  in  China,  and  sold  chiefly  for  export.  The  diffi- 
culties to  be  apprehended  in  the  purchase  of  these  ships,  were,  the  risk  of 
capture,  and  the  prohibiting  their  entry  by  the  Commissioner.  So  far  these 
certificates  have  been  respected  by  the  English  ships  of  war,  and  the  entry 
of  these  ships  into  Whampoa  sanctioned  by  the  Commissioner  and  Governor. 
The  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  purchasers  to  furnish  these  ships  with  a 
legal  complement  of  American  seamen,  before  leaving  these  waters,  has 
been  objected  to ;  but  I  deemed  it  proper  to  exact  this,  and  have  insisted  on 
its  being  strictly  complied  with.  My  object  in  this  is  to  prevent  the  pur- 
chase of  any  English  vessel  by  an  American,  that  might  be  regardless  of  a 
solemn  oath  ;  as  a  non-compliance%with  his  obligation  would  cause  his  certi- 
ficate to  be  annulled.  I  am  well  acquainted  with  the  parties,  and  have 
every  reason  to  believe  the  purchases  are  honest  ones. 
5 
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NOVEMBER  30, 1839. 

Since  writing  the  foregoing,  an  edict  has'been  sent  forth  by  the  Commis- 
sioner, announcing  the  fact  that  the  English  trade  with  China  will  be  closed 
forever  on  the  6th  day  of  December,  1839.  A  copy  of  this  proclamation  I 
herewith  enclose  you,  sir,  as  also  a  newspaper  containing  an  account  of  the 
battle  at  Chunepee,  on  the  2d  of  November,  between  her  Majesty's  ships  of 
war  Volage  and  Hyacinth,  and  twenty-nine  Chinese  war  junks. 

Our  commercial  affairs  here  are  becoming  daily  more  precarious,  and  it 
seems  almost  impossible  that  our  trade  can  long  continue  under  the  changea- 
ble and  vexatious  course  of  the  Commissioner  ;  none  of  his  movements  can 
be  relied  on  for  a  moment :  he  sanctions  to  day,  and  annuls  to-morrow. 
Calculations  in  commercial  transactions  are  out  of  the  question,  and  every 
operation  is  left  to  chance. 

He  seems  determined  to  put  as  many  difficulties  in  our  way  as  possible, 
and  I  believe  all  are  heartily  tired  of  these  vacillating  times. 

An  additional  duty  of  two  tales  per  picul  on  teas  was  levied  on  the  22d 
instant ;  no  previous  notice  having  been  given  by  the  Government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  and 
very  humble  servant, 

P.  W.  SNOW, 

U.  S.   Consul. 
To  the  Hon.  JOHN  FORSYTH, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Lin,  Imperial  Commissioner,  Tang,  the  Governor,  E,  the  Foo-yuen,  and 
Gn,  the  Hoppd's,  perspicuous  edict  officially  promulgated. 

We,  the  above  dignitaries,  on  the  10th  montfi,  and  15th  day,  received 
the  imperial  edict  relative  to  the  foreign  ships  producing  a  firm  bond  upon 
which  we  could  truly  rely,  from  which,  if  after  a  time  they  should  retract, 
then,  as  is  right,  we  would  command  to  the  soldiery,  by  their  intimidating 
power,  eternally  to  prohibit  people  from  afar  from  trading  to  China,  and  to 
give  the  crowd  of  stupid  fellows  to  know  that  of  which  they  should  be 
afraid,  and  against  which  they  should  be  guarded.  Therefore,  respect  this. 
We  examined  on  the  eighth  month  the  Tungchu  of  Macao,  who  stated 
that  Elliot  begged  to  give  bonds  and  trade.  We,  the  Commissioner, 
treated  with  him  in  sincerity,  but  he  was  full  of  suspicion.  Therefore,  as 
can  be  proved  according  to  the  state  of  the  case,  we  reported  to  the  throne  ; 
looking  up,  we  requested  the  great  Emperor  to  prepare  in  anticipation  for 
unforeseen  measures  of  these  contemptible  foreigners,  as  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult to  avoid  their  retracting. 

Now  the  English  have  presumed  to  resist  and  to  decline  the  bond.  This 
is  retracting  in  an  unprecedented  manner.  But  it  is  difficult  to  abscond 
from  the  holy  one's  (the  Emperor)  clear  and  profound  search.  We,  as  in 
duty  bound,  immediately  in  obedience  to  the  imperial  will,  cut  off  the  trade, 
except  that  of  the  ships  of  other  nations,  together  with  the  two  country 
ships  Warner  and  Town,  all  of  whom  have  obediently  given  the  prescribed 
bond  ;  such  men  pursue  an  honorable  trade,  and  these  merchants  shall  be 
permitted  to  trade  as  usual.  But  it  is  determined  upon  the  1st  day  of  the 
llth  moon  (December  6th)  to  close  the  ports  to  the  English.  We  have 
repofted  to  the  Emperor,  clearly,  and  in  conformity  to  the  imperial  will,  the 
commerce  of  England  is  at  an  eternal  end, 
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Uniting  the  circumstances,  we  issue  this  edict,  making  known  to  the  offi- 
cers of  every  barrier,  to  the  hong  merchants,  linguists,  and  pilots,  and  to  the 
foreigners  of  all  nations,  for  their  full  information  :  that,  from  the  closing 
of  the  ports  to  the  English,  arid  forward,  those  who  have  English  country 
ships  will  not  be  permitted  to  trade.  These  excepted,  every  nation's  for- 
eign ship  that  gives  a  bond  according  to  the  prescribed  form  shall  be  allowed 
free  trade. 

This  edict  is  published  for  the  information  of  those  who  have  done 
wrong,  and  to  distinguish  between  the  excellent  and  the  vile. 

But  it  is  not  permitted  clandestinely  to  listen  to  the  English,  and  league 
with  them,  taking  their'ships  and  cargo,  either  changing  their  names  in  a 
rash  and  disorderly  manner,  or  transhipping  in  their  stead.  If,  on  exami- 
nation, they  are  detected,  their  trade  (that  is,  of  the  nation  to  which  they 
belong)  shall  also  be  cut  off.  This  is  in  obedience  to  the  imperial  will,  in 
order  to  exterminate  the  source  of  opium  forever,  and  to  warn  foreigners 
not  to  retract,  neither  to  regard  this  as  an  affair  of  little  moment.  Let  every 
man,  as  is  right,  reverently  obey.  Let  there  be  no  opposition.  A  special 
edict. 

TAOUKWANG,  19 th  year,  IQth  month,  21  st  day,  (November  26,  1839.) 


AMERICAN  CONSULATE,  Canton : 

On  this  fifth  day  of  October,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-nine,  before  me,  P.  W.  Snow,  consul  of  the  United  States  of  America 
for  China,  personally  appeared  Warren  Delano,  jr.,  of  New  York,  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  now  residing  in  Canton,  and  doing  business  under  the 
firm  of  Russell,  Sturgis,  &  Co.,  and  being  solemnly  sworn,  declared :  That, 
on  or  about  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  September,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  he  purchased  from  Joseph  Abraham  Douglas, 
at  Hong  Kong,  an  anchorage  in  the  waters  of  China,  near  the  mouth  of 
Canton  river,  the  ship  lately  called  the  Mermaid,  but  now  called  the  Lantao, 
which  was  built  in  Akyab,  in  Aviakan,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty  three,  of  the  following  dimensions,  as  per  her  late  register 

[Dimensions.] 

And  that  the  said  ship  Lantao  is  now  his  property,  as  will  appear  by  the 
bill  of  sale  from  said  Douglas;  and,  reposing  full  faith  and  credit  in  the 
solemn  oath  and  declaration  of  the  said  Delano,  I  hereby  declare  her  to  be 
American  property,  and,  as  such,  I  ask  of  all  emperors,  kings,  princes,  and 
potentates,  and  of  those  acting  under  them,  to  suffer  the  said  ship  Lantao 
freely  to  pass,  without  let,  hindrance,  or  molestation. 

In  testimony,  &c. 

Obligation  for  American  seamen. 

Having  bought  the  English  ship  Mermaid,  as  per  bill  of  sale  dated , 

a  copy  of  which  remains  at  the  office  of  the  American  consul ;  and  it  being 
my  intention  to  run  the  ship  under  the  American  flag,  bearing  now  the 
name  of  Lantao,!  hereby  agree  that  the  said  ship  shall  not  leave  the  waters 
of  China  without  her  having  her  full  complement  of  American  seamen,  as 
the  United  States  laws  direct. 

Witness: . 
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Obligation  for  return  of  certificate. 

I.  A  B,  a  native  citizen  of  the  United  States,  resident  in  Canton,  having 
this  day  received  from  P.  W.  Snow,  consul  of  the  United  States  for  China, 

a  certificate  and  pass  for  the  ship  C ,  do  hereby  agree  that,  in  case  of 

the  sale  or  transfer  of  the  said  ship  C ,  the  said  certificate  and  pass  shall 

be  surrendered  by  me,  or  by  my  heirs,  executors,  or  assigns,  to  the  Ameri- 
can consulate  in  Canton. 

In  witness,  (fee. 

In  presence  of  D. 

Oath. 

You, j  solemnly  swear  that   the  English  ship  ,  now  at 

Hong  Kong,  has  been  purchased  by  you  of ,  and  that  you  are  at 

this  time  the  only  true  and  lawful  owner  of  the  said  ship :  so  help  you  God. 


Edict  of  their  excellencies  the  Imperial  Commissioner  and  the  Governor 
of  Canton,  November  9,  1839. 

Choo,  prefect  of  Canton,  proclaims  to  the  American  consul  Snow,  for  his 
full  information,  that  he  has  received  their  excellencies  the  Imperial  Com- 
missioner and  Governor's  edict,  stating  that  I,  the  said  prefect,  had  trans- 
mitted to  them  the  American  consul  Snow's  petition,  assuming  that  he  had 
received  their  excellencies'  edict  concerning  a  form  of  bond,  names  of  ships, 
and  that  he  had  examined  clearly  the  purchasing  and  securing  of  two  Eng- 
lish empty  store-ships,  Fancow  and  Trott,  and  that  the  form  of  bond  which 
was  sent  him  he  had  circulated  among  the  merchants.  This  coming  be- 
fore us,  the  Great  Minister  of  Slate  and  Governor,  as  was  proper,  we  opened 
it  and  found  it  all  correct ;  that  he  had  received  the  form  of  bond,  and  circu- 
lated it  among  all  the  merchants. 

Now  it  is  manifest  that,  as  is  reasonable,  with  profound  reverence  you 
will  keep  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  be  able  to  obtain  the  lasting  enjoyment 
of  the  gains  of  commerce,  without  the  slightest  apprehension  of  danger. 
There  are  those  who  have  given  the  bond  and  entered  Whampoa,  viz : 
the  American  ship  Warner,  Thomas  Coutts,  the  Swedish  ship  Ho,  the 
French  ship  Ko,  together  with  the  Tanleang  and  Trott,  which  have  not 
yet  reached  Whampoa ;  all  these  have  well  arranged  to  secure  their  own 
safety.  Besides  these,  the  merchants'  ships  of  every  nation,  all  having 
obeyed  the  prescribed  form  of  bond,  shall,  as  is  right,  be  treated  with  the 
same  kindness,  and  we  guaranty  their  coming  into  port  and  their  egress  in 
peace  and  safety ;  but  if  they  do  not  give  this  bond,  they  shall  be  driven 
away,  and  shall  return  to  their  nations,  and  will  not  be  allowed  to  loiter. 
Uniting  the  circumstances,  we  have  issued  our  edict  to  the  prefect.  Let 
him  immediately  send  the  same  to  the  American  consul  Snow,  that  he 
obediently  regard  it.  Let  there  be  no  opposition. 

Having  just  received  this  edict,  I  immediately  transmit  it  to  the  said  con- 
sul Snow,  that  he  obediently  regard  it  without  opposition.  Special  edict. 

TAOUKWANG,  1 9/A  year,  Wth  month,  4th  day,  (November  9, 1839.) 

A  faithful  translation : 

P.  PARKER. 
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Mr.  Snow  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 

CANTON,  January  11,  1840. 

SIR:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  returns  of  ships  and  fees,  seamen's 
accounts,  and  copies  of  the  two  last  edicts  from  this  Government. 

Our  trade  still  continues  tinder  additional  restrictions,  and  new  and  vexa- 
tions regulations,  that  make  it  difficult  for  our  merchants  to  continue  their 
business  with  safety  ;  hut  many  of  them  having  a  large  amount  of  property  in 
charge,  must  remain  until  compelled,  by  the  unjust  and  unreasonable  policy 
of  this  Government,  to  leave. 

We  are  in  daily  expectation  of  learning  the  determination  'of  England 
in  regard  to  her  difficulties  with  this  country;  and  it  is  the  general  opinion 
here  that  war  is  inevitable.  Should  this  be  the  case,  a  strict  blockade  of 
this  port  would  follow  ;  and  the  fear,  on  the  part  of  this  Government,  that 
information  would  be  conveyed  to  the  English,  would  induce  them  to  cut 
off  all  communication  with  the  outer  waters  ;  and  the  safety  of  property, 
if  not  life;  would  be,  in  our  unprotected  state  (to  say  the  least)  very  preca- 
rious. It  is  not  improbable,  from  the  thousands  depending  on  foreign  com- 
merce for  their  daily  food,  that  a  rebellion  may  be  the  result  of  war.  In 
fact,  there  is  a  manifest  disposition  at  this  moment,  on  the  part  of  many,  to 
resist  the  unheard-of  oppression  of  this  tyrannical  Government;  as  encour- 
agement has  always  been  held  out,  by  the  Government  itself,  to  her  subjects 
to  revolt ;  inasmuch  as  every  rebellion  has  been  put  down  by  purchase  alone. 
Our  anticipations  of  the  future  are  rather  of  a  gloomy  cast,  but  we  may  be 
happily  disappointed. 

In  consequence  of  the  stoppage  of  the  English  trade,  the  transhipment 
of  English  merchandise  from  English  ships  below,  into  American  vessels, 
has  been  prohibited  ;  and  this  prohibition  extends  to  the  ports  of  Penang. 
Singapore,  and  Manilla  ;  likewise  to  American  British  property  in  English 
ships  direct  from  England. 

Every  master  of  an  American  ship  is  now  obliged,  in  addition  to  the 
former  bond  required,  to  make  oath  before  me  that  his  ship  has  no  tran- 
shipped property  on  board. 

The  Commissioner  has  several  times,  of  late,  called  on  me  for  a  bond :  he 
does  not  state  for  what  purpose ;  but,  probably,  as  additional  security  to  the 
obligations  given  by  the  American  captains.  I  make  no  reply  to  these  calls. 

The  traffic  in  opium  is  still  carried  on  by  the  English  to  a  great  extent, 
both  on  the  eastern  and  western  coasts  cf  China.  The  article  now  com- 
mands the  high  price  of  1,000  to  1,100  dollars  per  chest  of  134  pounds.  I 
believe  no  American  is,  in  any  way,  engaged  in  the  trade. 

1  have  this  moment  received  an  official  notice  from  the  British  superin- 
tendent, that  a  blockade  of  the  river  and  port  of  Canton  will  be  established 
on  the  15th  instant,  for  reasons  therein  stated.  A  copy  of  this  notice  I  have 
the  honor  to  enclose  you.  Time  will  not  allow  me  to  make  any  remarks 
on  the  same. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  W.  SNOW,  U.  S.  Consul. 

Hon.  JOHN  FORSYTH, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Official  public  notice. 

Whereas  a  British  subject,  seized  by  the  officers  of  the  Chinese  Govern- 
ment on  the  27th  ultimo,  has  been  detained  in  captivity,  without  cause,  to 
this  date,  notwithstanding  formal  demands  for  his  release  in  her  Majesty's 
name :  > 

Notice  is  hereby  given,  that  it  is  my  intention,  at  the  requisition  of  the 
chief  superintendent  of  the  trade  of  British  subjects  in  China,  to  establish 
a  blockade  of  the  river  and  port  of  Canton,  on  the  15th  instant. 

Given  under  my  hand,  on  board  her  Majesty's  ship  Volage,  at  anchor  off 
Chumpee,  this  8th  day  of  January,  1840. 

H.  SMITH, 

(Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 
Certified  to  be  a  true  copy  : 

CHARLES  ELLIOT, 
Chief  superintendent  of  the  trade  of 

British  subjects  in  China. 


Edict  of  the  ISth  December,  1839. 

The  Imperial  Commissioner  Lin,  and  Governor  Tang,  proclaim  to 
Howqua  and  all  the  hong  merchants,  for  their  full  information :  That  we, 
the  Commissioner  and  Governor,  on  a  former  occasion  have  promulged 
that,  on  the  first  day  of  the  eleventh  month,  (December  6th,)  the  English 
trade  would  be  closed  ;  that,  besides  these,  every  nation  would  be  permitted 
to  trade  as  usual,  but  there  could  be  no  clandestine  transhipment  of  Eng- 
lish ships'  cargo.  In  the  edict  all  was  full  of  ambiguity,  and  the  perspicu- 
ous proclamation  is  on  record.  But  it  is  to  be  apprehended  that  English 
cargo,  having  remained  a  long  time  in  the  ships,  is  becoming  damaged  ; 
they  are,  therefore,  urgently  scheming  secretly  to  send  it  into  port;  arid,  as 
the  merchants  of  every  nation  are  profiting  by  this  transhipment,  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  secure  that  they  will  not  do  it :  therefore,  we  ought  clearly  to  fix 
regulations  so  as  to  dam  up  this  foul  channel ;  consequently,  we  issue  our 
edict,  and  send  it  to  the  senior  hong  merchant,  and  others,  that  they  imme- 
diately make  known  to  the  American  consul  Snow,  that,  from  the  time  of 
issuing  this  edict,  and  onwards,  as  to  all  American  ships  coming  to  China, 
reprimand  or  direct  the  said  consul  that  he  examine  clearly  whether  the 
cargo  is  truly  American  produce,  or  whether  it  be  English  territory's  prod- 
uce, originally  freighted  to  come  to  Canton.  At  Macao,  they  must  petition 
to  Tungche,  who,  through  the  hong  merchants  acting  in  his  stead,  will 
forward  the  same,  that,  according  to  evidence,  they  may  be  permitted,  as 
usual,  to  enter  the  port ;  also,  before  discharging,  they  shall  give  a  firm 
bond,  and  in  the  bond  it  shall  be  clearly  stated  that,  if  they  have  any 
transhipped  English  ships'  cargo,  whether  from  within  or  without  the 
great  Ladrones,  upon  the  ocean,  face  at  Singapore,  Penang,  Manilla,  or 
whatever  foreign  port  transhipped,  on  being  found  out,  they  will  volunta- 
rily confiscate  ship  and  cargo  :  such  a  bond  is  to  be  sent  to  the  hong  mer- 
chants, who  will  forward  it  to  the  office  of  the  Commissioner  and  Governor. 
Besides,  as  the  Dutch  consul  has  returned  to  his  country,  and  Mexico, 
Sweden,  Prussia,  Hamburg,  and  France,  are  all  destitute  of  a  resident  consul 
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in  China,  it  is  right,  also,  to  reprimand  traders  from  these  countries  that  they 
also  give  the  bond  and  be  examined  according  to  law;  and  let  the  hong  mer- 
chants with  honesty  duly  [examine]  the  case  and  reply  to  us,  the  Com- 
missioner and  Governor,  who  are  unwilling  to  depart  from  these  measures 
till  we  cut  off  the  source  of  opium.  The  said  English  are  not  obedient  to 
the  bond,  and  are  desirous  of  scheming  irregularly  to  sell  their  new  opium; 
therefore,  it  is  impossible  that  their  trade  should  not  be  cut  off,  in  order  to 
extirpate  root  and  branch.  Every  nation's  merchant  voluntarily  ought, 
with  all  his  heart,  reverently  to  obey  this  prohibition.  As  to  the  original 
cargo,  the  port  at  which  it  is  transhipped,  the  new  and  the  old,  which  are 
not  the  same  on  examination,  the  true  and  the  false  will  not  be  difficult  to 
distinguish  or  to  ascertain  from  what  port  the  cargo  was  brought,  for  the 
cargo  has  its  original  mark :  the  bills  of  lading  and  the  color  of  the  box 
of  different  kinds  of  cargo,  and  upon  the  outside  all  have  each  nation's  pe- 
culiar mark  ;  therefore,  it  will  not  be  difficult  for  us,  the  Commissioner  and 
Governor,  by  means  of  translators,  to  understand  them  whence  they  came. 
Let  every  foreign  merchant  take  care  lest,  instead  of  obtaining  a  little 
profit,  he  sustains  a  great  loss,  bringing  mischief  upon  himself.  Let  the  hong- 
merchants  make  this  edict  known  to  all ;  also,  receive  the  American  con- 
sul Snow's  firm  bond,  and  forward  it  to  us.  Let  there  be  no  opposition. 
Hasten  !  hasten  !  Especial  edict. 

TAOUKWANG,   19th  year,  llth  month,  and  12th  day,  (December  18, 
1S39.) 


Edict  of  the  2$ th  December,  1839, /row  their  excdlemits  Lin  and  Tang. 

Choo,  the  prefect  of  Canton,  proclaims  to  the  hong  merchants,  for  their 
full  information  :  That  he  has  received  from  the  High  Commissioner  and 
Governor  an  official  edict,  stating  that  Taoukwang,  19th  year,  llth  moon, 
and  21st  day,  the  American  consul  Snow  petitioned,  declaring  that  he  had 
received  their  excellencies'  edict  of  the  llth  month  and  12th  day.  Now, 
this  coming  before  us,  the  Commissioner  and  Governor,  as  is  right,  we  re- 
ply to  the  "petition,  which  proposes  that  the  said  American  nation's  ship 
coming  to  China  first,  shall  give  a  bond,  according  to  the  prescribed  form, 
and  request  the  Tangche  of  Macao  to  permit  them  to  take  a  pilot,  as  usual, 
and  enter  Whampoa ;  and,  on  the  clay  of  arriving  at  Whampoa,  the  con- 
sul again,  in  obedience  to  the  edict  of  the  13th  instant,  will  examine  clearly 
whether  or  not,  in  the  waters  of  China,  within  or  without  the  great  La- 
drones,  they  have  transhipped  English  cargo  in  their  stead,  to  bring  it  into 
port;  then  the  consul  will  produce  a  sealed  certificate,  which  shall  be  for 
proof.  These  deliberations  belong  to  feasible  things  ;  (i.  e.,  they  are  practi- 
cable.) Hereafter,  the  said  nation's  cargo  ships  coming  to  Whampoa  imme- 
diately and  truly  examine  them  if  they  have  been  formerly  engaged  or  not 
in  illegal  and  irregular  business ;  to  which  the  consul  shall  testify  under 
seal,  and  shall  direct  every  captain,  face  to  face,  to  give  this  certificate  to 
the  hong  merchants  to  keep,  that,  according  to  evidence,  they  may  secure 
the  ship  and  manage  the  business.  But  if,  at  an  after  day,  it  shall  be  ascer- 
tained that  there  has  been  transhipping  of  English  goods,  their  ship  and 
car^o  shall  all  be  confiscated,  and  the  consul  also  will  be  blamed.  Now, 
the  American  ships  Kale,  Coles,  and  Grant,  (Lotos,  Asia,  and  Thomas 
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Perkins,)  three  ships  which,  on  the  20th  and  2lst  instant,  entered  Wham- 
poa,  take  them,  and  begin  to  carry  into  effect  the  plan  proposed. 

As  to  the  American  produce  adapted  to  the  Chinese  market  being  limited, 
and  foreign  merchants  going  to  other  nations'  ports,  and,  seeing  a  cargo, 
buy  it,  and  bring  it  to  China  to  sell :  from  the  beginning  this  has'not  been 
prohibited.  But  we  are  apprehensive  that  you  will  combine  with  the 
English,  and  that  there  will  be  false  purchases  and  merely  nominal,  while 
there  will  be  real  changing  of  flags,  and  thus  in  their  stead  that  the  trade 
will  go  on.  Now  the  former  edict  not  permitting  at  Singapore,  Penang, 
Manilla,  and  elsewhere,  to  tranship — what  do  we  mean  by  the  expression 
tranship?  viz:  it  refers  to  bringing  that  cargo  which  hitherto  has  been  on 
board  English  ships ;  not  to  prohibit  said  foreign  American  merchants  at 
Singapore  and  other  places  themselves  buying  cargo  and  bringing  it  to 
China.  From  those  who  sell  the  cargo  it  is  necessary  to  have  every  for- 
eign port's  original  bill  of  lading,  and  their  mark,  as  proof.  The  consul, 
also,  in  their  stead,  rnnst  truly  speak  out  clearly — "  Now  this  cargo  was 
shipped  from  such  a  port,  and  this  is  her  bill  of  lading  ;"  and  shall  give  it 
to  the  hong  merchants,  who,  with  Government  officers,  shall  make  an  ex- 
amination ;  and  we,  the  Commissioner  and  Governor,  also,  must  have  a 
sample  of  every  ship's  cargo,  new  and  old — that  which  has  been  ship- 
loaded,  and  that  which  has  been  but  a  short  time  ;  and  thus  we  may  dis- 
tinguish the  true  and  false. 

The  consul  is  also  expected  to  make  known  to  every  foreign  merchant 
that  they  must  keep  the  laws  of  the  land  under  the  Celestial  dynasty,  and 
guard  against  rash  and  disorderly  scheming  for  profit,  and  involving  them- 
selves not  into  mischief,  &c.  <fec. 

Uniting  the  circumstances,  we  issue  our  edict  to  the  prefect.  Let  him 
immediately  transmit  it  to  Howqua  and  others,  who  must  forward  it  to  the 
consul  Snow,  to  obey  accordingly.  Let  there  be  no  opposition. 

Having  received  this,  1,  the  prefect,  immediately  transmit  it  to  Howqua, 
Let  him  forward  it  to  the  consul  Snow,  to  obey  accordingly.  Let  there  be 
no  opposition. 

Especial  edict. 
TAOUKWANG,  19/A  year,  \\th  month,  2&tk  day.  (December  29,  1839.) 


Mr.  Snow  to  Mr*  Forsyth. 
[No.  30.] 

CANTON,  January  31,  1840. 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  blockade  intended  to  have 
been  established  on  the  15th  instant,  according  to  public  notice  issued  by 
Captain  Smith,  of  her  Majesty's  ship  Volage.  a  copy  of  which  I  forwarded 
to  you  on  the  llth  instant,  has  not  gone  into  effect. 

This  ship,  of  28  guns,  and  the  Hyacinth,  of  18,  are  the  only  British  ves- 
sels of  war  now  on  this  station.  The  English,  both  at  Toong  Koo  and 
Macao,  are  daily  exposing  themselves  to  capture  by  Chinese  officers,  after 
having  been  forbidden  to  go  on  shore  and  warned  of  their  danger.  The 
gentleman  captured  was  on  board  a  smuggling-boat,  merely  as  a  coiivey- 
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ance  from  one  English  ship  to  another.  He  had  arrived  from  Bombay 
only  a  few  days  previous,  and  would  have  been  liberated  on  the  day  (as 
the  Chinese  assert)  that  the  notice  of  the  blockade  reached  here  ;  he  was, 
in  consequence  of  this,  detained  a  few  days  longer. 

B'-'irig  strongly  impressed  with  the  belief  of  the  illegality  as  well  as  the 
injustice  oi  such  a  blockade  with  an  incompetent  force.  I  entered  my  pro- 
test against  the  same  ;  a  copy  of  which,  sir,  is  herewith  enclosed.  This  is 
the  second  notice  of  an  intended  blockade.  They  have  both  been  vexa- 
tious arid  injurious  to  our  merchants,  and  a  trade  of  so  much  importance 
as  our  own  never  ought  to  be  interrupted  by  any  act  of  a  friendly  Power, 
without  full  and  justifiable  reasons.  No  conditions  were  announced  to 
the  public,  and  no  notice  of  ils  withdrawal  has  yet  appeared.  As  soon, 
however,  as  the  person  captured  reached  the  ships  of  war,  they  both  left 
their  station  at  Uhunepee,  and  returned  to  Toong  Koo.  No  interruption 
has  been  offered  to  the  entrance  or  departure  of  our  ships. 

I  likewise  enclose  you,  sir,  two  newspapers,  published  at  Macao.  They 
contain  a  translation,  by  an  unknown  hand,  of  an  edict  from  the  Commis- 
sioner and  Governor,  in  reply  to  a  communication  from  me  on  the  subject 
of  American  ships  bringing  cargoes  to  China,  of  the  growth  or  manufac- 
ture of  other  countries.  My  object  was  merely  to  draw  from  this  Govern- 
ment their  determination  as  to  the  admission  of  such  cargoes  at  this  time. 
Not  a  word  was  said  by  me  as  to  permission  to  trade  to  any  of  the  ports 
named,  further  than  the  admission  of  goods,  as  above  ;  and  no  engagement 
has  ever  been  made  by  me  to  examine  our  ships  at.  Whampoa.  Editorial 
remarks  in  that  paper  on  Americans,  or  American  affairs,  must  be  received 
with  caution.  I  should  not  have  noticed  these  remarks,  if  the  article  were 
confined  to  this  community;  but  as  it  goes  abroad,  some  explanation  is 
proper. 

A  rumor  is  current  to  day,  that  the  Commissioner  has  sent  two  thousand 
troops  to  Macao,  with  a  determination  to  expel  the  English,  or  destroy  the 
place;  and  that  every  Chinaman  is  ordered  to  leave  it  in  a  few  days.  I 
have  little  doubt  of  its  truth. 

The  High  Commissioner  has  received  the  appointment  of  Governor  of 
this  province,  and  enters  on  the  duties  of  his  office  on  the  3d  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, being  the  Chinese  new  year. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  W.  SNOW, 
U.  S.  Consul. 

Hon.  JOHN  FORSYTH, 

Secretary  of  Stale. 


Official  public  notice. 

Whereas,  a  British  subject,  seized  by  the  officers  of  the  Chinese  Govern- 
ment, on  the  27th  ultimo,  has  been  detained  in  captivity,  without  cause,  to 
this  date,  notwithstanding  formal  demands  for  his  release  in  her  Majesty's 
name :  Notice  is  hereby  given,  that  it  is  my  intention,  at  the  requisition  of 
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the  chief  superintendent  of  the  trade  of  British  subjects  in  China,  to  estab- 
lish a  blockade  of  the  river  and  port  of  Canton,  on  the  15th  instant. 

Given  under  my  hand,  on  board  her  Majesty's  ship  Volage,  at  anchor  off 
Chunepee,  this  8th  day  of  January,  1840. 

H.  SMITH, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 

Certified  to,  true  copy :  CHARL  ES  ELLIOT, 

Chief  Superint.  trade  of  British  subjects  in  China. 


CANTON,  January  13,  1840. 

SIR  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  from  Charles  Elliot,  Esq.,  chief 
superintendent  of  British  trade,  a  copy  of  your  public  notice,  dated  8th  of 
January  instant.  The  importance  of  the  measure  you  have  thought  proper 
to  revert  to,  in  consequence  of  the  capture  and  detention  of  a  British  subject 
by  Chinese  officers,  makes  it  incumbent  on  me  to  protest  against  the  block- 
ade intended  to  be  established  on  the  15th  instant.  In  my  opinion,  suffi- 
cient cause  does  not  exist  for  a  measure  so  destructive  to  American  interests, 
so  partial  in  its  operation,  arid  bearing  with  such  peculiar  severity  on  a 
friendly  Power.  The  shortness  of  time  allowed,  the  unconditional  charac- 
ter, and  the  incompetent  force  at  hand  to  carry  the  proposed  blockade  into 
effect,  are,  in  my  opinion,  sufficient  grounds  for  refusing  my  consent  thereto. 
The  force,  doubtless,  is  ample  to  prevent  the  entrance  and  departure  of  Amer- 
ican ships ;  but,  to  the  vessels  of  this  nation,  that  ought  to  feel  forcibly  its 
effects,  it  is  harmless.  Free  egress  and  ingress  to  them  cannot  be  prevented 
by  the  force  at  your  disposal.  Therefore,  I  now  enter  my  most  solemn  pre- 
test against  the  establishment  of  a  blockade  so  illegal,  and,  consequently, 
unjust.  And  I  do  hereby  declare,  in  behalf  of  my  Government,  that  I  shall 
hold  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  responsible  for  any  act  of  violence 
on  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  their  property;  and  believing  the  sanction 
of  the  sovereign  to  be  necessary  in  order  to  legalize  a  blockade  created  by 
a  Government  officer,  I  do  likewise  hold  yourself  and  Charles  Elliot,  Esq., 
chief  superintendent  of  British  trade,  personally  responsible  for  any  capture, 
detention,  injury,  or  molestation  whatever,  to  American  persons  or  property. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  W.  SNOW, 
United  States  Consul. 

To  H.  SMITH,  Esq., 

Commanding-  her  Majesty's  ship  Volage, 

and  Senior  Officer,  Chunepee. 


Petition  of  the  American  consul. 

Choo,  specially  appointed  Kwang-chow-foo,  &c.,  &c.,  issues  these  orders 
to  the  hong  merchants,  that  they  may  thoroughly  know  and  understand  : 

Whereas  I  (the  said  Kwang-chow  foo)  have  just  received  an  edict  from 
their  excellencies  the  High  Commissioner  Lin  and  Viceroy  Tang,  to  the 
following  effect : 
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Whereas,  on  the  21st  day  of  the  llth  moon,  of  the  19th  year  Taoukwang, 
(26th  December,  1839,)  the  American  superintendent,  Snow,  duly  petitioned 
as  follows : 

"  I  have  just  now  received  the  edict  of  Y.  E.,  dated  the  13th  day  of  this 
moon,  (18th  December.  1839,)  in  which  it  is  said  :  '  Afterwards,  if  any  mer- 
chant vessels  come  to  Canton,  let  him  (the  said  American  superintendent) 
examine  clearly  whether  or  not  the  goods  on  board  are  the  products  of  said 
(American)  country,  or  whether  they  are  the  produce  of  any  English  pos- 
session, originally  shipped  on  board  for  the  purpose  of  coming  to  Canton, 
and  duly  petition  the  Keun-min-foo,  who  will  thereupon  give  a  chop  and 
a  pilot,  to  the  end  that  the  vessel  may  enter  port.'  &c.,  &c.  Now,  1  (the 
said  American  superintendent)  find  that  any  ships  coming  afterwards  to 
Canton,  it  will  be  necessary  for  me  first  to  examine,  and  then  they  will  be 
permitted  to  enter  the  port,  (by  this  regulation.)  I  shall  not  be  able  to  es- 
cape  going  backwards  and  forwards  in  my  own  person,  which  will  detain 
me  ten  and  more  days,  (at  a  time.)  (I  have,  therefore,  to  beg)  that,  after- 
wards, when  any  ships  of  my  nation  come  to  Canton,  the  said  captains  may 
give  the  duly-prepared  bond  that  they  have  brought  no  opium,  as  exacted 
by  the  new  law,  and  that  they  may  request  the  Keun-min-foo  to  give  them 
their  chops  and  pilots  and  first  proceed  to  Whampoa;  wait  till  they  have 
arrived  at  Whampoa,  when  1  (the  American  superintendent)  will,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  terms  of  Y.  E.'s  edict,  clearly  examine  if  the  said  ships  have 
or  have  not,  within  or  without  the  Canton  waters,  been  conveying  cargo 
up  for  the  English  ships  ;  when  I  will  give  a  declaration  to  that  effect,  under 
my  seal  of  office,  to  serve  as  proof. 

"It  is  an  established  rule  among  all  foreign  countries,  that,  in  bringing1 
goods  to  any  market,  so  soon  as  these  goods  are  discharged,  they  pay  duty. 
But  our  ships  go  to  any  place  they  please,  and,  seeing  goods  or  produce, 
they  buy  such  goods  or  produce;  and,  so  long  as  they  are  not  prohibited 
articles,  no  inquiries  whatever  are  made  as  to  how  they  came  by  them. 
The  goods  which  my  native  country  produces  are  only  suitable  to  the  Can- 
ton market  to  a  very  small  extent;  therefore  it  is  that  our  ships  go  to  the 
ports  of  all  foreign  countries,  and  there  purchase  goods  or  produce  to  bring  to 
Canton,  hoping  thereby  to  gain  a  little  profit.  Now,  however,  that  we  have 
received  the  edict  of  Y.  E.  'not  permitting  our  ships  to  go  to  Singapore, 
Malacca,  and  Manilla,  there  to  load  cargo,'  &c.  &c.,  we  merchants  from 
afar  cannot  profit,  even  in  the  smallest  degree.  We  therefore  sincerely  hope 
that  Y.  E.  will  graciously  consider  that  we  foreigners  have  crossed  over  a 
prodigious  ocean  of  several  tens  of  thousands  of  miles,  exposed  ourselves 
to  the  danger  of  wind  arid  waves,  to  come  to  Canton,  and  kindly  concede 
to  us  that  the  ships  of  our  country  may  go  to  any  market,  and  load  cargo 
for  Canton,  giving  us  thus  to  earn  a  little  profit,  for  which  we  shall  feel 
abundantly  grateful, "(fee.,  &c. 

Now,  this  coming  before  us,  the  Commissioner  and  Viceroy,  it  behooves 
us  to  give  the  following  reply:  According  to  the  petition,  it  says:  "  When  the 
merchant  vessels  of  our  said  country  come  to  Canton,  let  them  first  give  the 
duly  prepared  bond,  and  then  petition  the  Keun-min-foo  to  grant  the  chop 
and  pilot,  that  the  vessels  may  proceed  to  Whampoa,  waiting  till  they  ar- 
rive there,  when  the  said  American  superintendent  will  examine  clearly,  in 
accordance  with  the  terms  of  our  edict ;  and  if  the  said  vessel  has  not  taken 
on  board  any  goods  for  English  vessels,  within  or  without  the  Ladrones 
islands,  in  the  Canton  seas,  to  transport  them  to  Canton,  then  the  said  Amer- 
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lean  superintendent  will  give  a  chop,  under  his  seal  of  office,  as  proof  of  the 
same."  This  proposal  of  his  may,  indeed,  be  put  in  force.  After  this,  all 
the  vessels  of  the  said  country  arriving  at  Whampoa,  let  them  be  duly 
searched  and  examined  by  the  said  superintendent,  that  they  are  not  engaged 
in  the  aforementioned  irregularities  ;  and  the  sealed  chop  so  granted  them 
by  the  said  superintendent,  the  captains  and  supercargoes  must  deliver  over 
to  the  said  hong  merchants  to  have  and  to  hold,  and  by  virtue  of  which 
these  may  secure  their  ships.  If  afterwards  it  be  found  out  that  these  ships 
have  been  transporting  goods,  (for  the  English,)  then  ship  and  cargo  will 
be  wholly  confiscated,  and  the  said  American  superintendent  will  find  him- 
self involved  in  very  unpleasant  circumstances.  Just,  then,  at  this  present 
moment,  the  said  nation  has  got  three  ships,  viz  :  Palik,  (?)  Kowloo,  (?)  and 
Keleetse,  (?)  which  arrived  at  Whampoa  on  the  20th  and  2lst  of  this  moon. 
Let  these,  then,  be  duly  examined  and  dealt  with  in  the  manner  that  we 
have  just  agreed  upon. 

As  to  the  products  of  the  said  country  not  being  many,  and  foreign  mer- 
chants going  to  the  markets  of  every  country,  and,  as  they  see  goods, 
buying  them  and  bringing  them  on  to  Canton  for  resale  :  this,  in  itself,  is  not 
what  the  laws  forbid.  Only  having  reason  to  fear  that  you  may  have 
clandestine  connexions  with  the  English,  falsely  borrowing  your  own 
name  to  say  that  you  merely  tranship  them,  and  hoist  your  flag  and  dis- 
pose of  them  for  them;  therefore  it  is  that,  in  our  previous  edict,  we  did 
not  permit  you  to  touch  at  Singapore,  Malacca,  Manilla,  and  other  places, 
and  take  on  board  goods  en  route.  What  we  call  taking  on  board  goods 
en  route,  is  only  pointing  to  goods  transhipped  from  English  vessels,  and 
not  meant  to  apply  to  those  goods  or  products  which  the  said  (American) 
merchants  may  bonafide  themselves  buy  there  for  the  purpose  of  bringing 
on  to  Canton.  Such  goods  as  these,  by  themselves,  must  necessarily  have 
original  invoices  arid  marks  to  serve  as  proof.  Let  the  said  American  su- 
perintendent declare  the  real  circu instances  of  the  case,  saying  that  the 
goods  which  have  arrived  were  shipped  at  such  or  such  a  place ;  and  let 
him  take  the  original  invoice,  and  deliver  it  to  the  hong  merchants,  who 
will  hand  it  up  to  the  authorities  for  inspection  and  examination.  We,  the 
Commissioner  and  Viceroy,  have  always  the  means  of  distinguishing  be- 
tween the  truth  or  falsehood  of  the  case,  by  referring  to  the  goods  them- 
selves, and  seeing  whether  they  are  old  or  new — whether  they  have  been 
laden  on  board  ship  for  a  long  time,  or  merely  temporarily.  The  said 
American  superintendent  must,  in  his  turn,  show  all  the  foreign  merchants 
that  they  submissively  obey  the  laws  of  our  Heavenly  dynasty  !  Beware  ; 
do  not  blindly  scheme  after  profit — thus  bringing  upon  yourselves  unnum- 
bered woes  !  Exert  yourselves  to  avoid  them  !  Expect  them  if  ye  dis- 
obey ! 

We,  therefore,  unite  the  circumstances,  and  issue  this  our  edict;  and 
when  it  reaches  the  said  Kwang  chow-foo,  let  him  immediately  issue  the 
commands  to  the  hong  merchants,  that  they,  in  their  turn,  impress  them  on 
the  said  superintendent  Snow,  that  he  obey  and  act  in  conformity.  Do 
not  oppose ! 

I,  the  Kwang-chow-foo,  having  received  the  above  edict,  hereby  make  it 
known  to  the  said  hong  rnerchanls,  that  they,  in  their  turn,  impress  it  on 
the  said  superintendent  Snow,  that  he  may  obey  accordingly. 

Do  not  oppose  !     A  special  edict ! 

TAOUKWANG,  \§th  year.  11  th  moon,  2fah  day.   (December  29,  1839.) 
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Mr.  Paulding  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 

NAVY  DEPARTMENT,  February  27,  1840. 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  communication  addressed 
to  this  department  from  Commodore  George  C.  Read,  dated  "  Macao  roads, 
May  10,  1839,"  with  a  copy  of  the  protest  therein  referred  lo. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  PAULDING. 
Hon.  JOHN  FORSYTH, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Commodore  Read  to  Secretary  Paulding. 
[EXTRACTS.] 

[No.  18.]  U.  S.  FRIGATE  COLUMBIA, 

Macao  Roads,  May  10,  1839. 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  announce  the  arrival  of  the  Columbia  at  this 
anchorage  on  the  28lh  of  April  ;  and  I  must  at  the  same  time  observe, 
that  a  man-of-war  has  seldom  made  her  appearance  at  a  foreign  port  received 
with  a  more  hearty  welcome. 

There  was,  indeed,  much  cause  for  congratulation  ;  for  the  whole  foreign 
community  at  Canton  and  Macao  was  threatened  with  the  most  severe 
punishment  if  all  the  opium  brought  into  the  waters  of  China  was  not 
forthwith  delivered  up. 

Immediately  oil  my  arrival  in  the  roads,  several  Americans  called  upon 
me;  and  a  letter  from  Mr.  Snow,  our  consul  at  Canton,  was  handed  to  me : 
an  extract  of  the  contents  of  which  is  here  transcribed,  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  you  a  perfect  knowledge  of  all  the  difficulties  and  troubles  that  the 
foreign  residents  at  Canton  have  had  to  contend  with.  • 

Alter  suggesting  the  necessity  of  caution  in  all  my  movements,  and  re- 
commending forbearance,  he  observes,  that  the  situation  of  all  foreigners  is 
so  critical  that  their  personal  safety  might  be  endangered  if  forbearance 
was  not  exercised  by  all;  and  proceeds  as  lollows,  viz:  "As  you  are  a 
stranger  in  this  part  of  the  world,  1  trust  you  will  readily  excuse  the  sug- 
gestions I  have  made,  as  you  may  not  be  furnished  with  the  correct  infor- 
mation necessary  for  your  guidance.  I  will  briefly  state,  that,  on  the  9th 
day  of  March  last,  an  Imperial  Commissioner  arrived  here  from  Pekin,  bear- 
ing the  imperial  seal,  and  clothed  with  imperial  powers  to  regulate  the 
affairs  of  this  province,  and  put  an  entire  stop  to  the  opium  trade.  His  first 
step,  on  reaching  Canton,  was  to  demand  that  all  the  opium  held  by  for- 
eigners of  all  nations  should  be  immediately  surrendered,  to  be  burnt.  This 
was  at  first  resisted ;  but,  by  the  strong  and  urgent  solicitations  of  the  hong 
merchants,  who  represented  that  some  of  their  heads  would  be  the  forfeit  if 
opium  was  not  obtained,  it  was  agreed,  among  the  holders  of  the  article, 
to  surrender  one  thousand  chests.  But  this  would  not  satisfy  the  Commis- 
sioner, and  he  still  persisted  in  having  the  whole.  The  business  was  then 
put  into  the  hands  of  the  representatives  of  foreign  nations  to  manage  ;  and 
Charles  Elliot,  Esq.,  the  British  superintendent  of  trade,  demanded  the  im- 
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mediate  surrender  to  him  of  all  the  opium  held  by  British  subjects,  pledging 
his  Government  for  the  payment  of  the  same.  As  all  the  opium  here  is  the 
property  of  British  subjects,  it  has  been  so  surrendered,  to  be  given  up  by 
him  to  the  Chinese  Government ;  arrangements  have  been  made  for  its  de* 
livery.  The  trade  was  stopped  on  the  22d  day  of  March  ;  shortly  after,  all 
our  servants  were  taken  from  us ;  a  guard  placed  around  the  factories ;  a 
double  tier  of  chop-boats  moored,  side  and  side,  from  the  eastern  to  the 
western  extremes  of  the  front  square,  joining  the  water  ;  and  all  communi- 
cation cut  off  from  the  shipping  at  Whampoa,  Santoa,  and  Macao ;  all  the 
streets  leading  to  the  square  in  front  of  the  factories  are  now  walled  in, 
with  one  exception.  We  are,  of  course,  prisoners,  guarded  at  this  moment 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  factories,  and  on  the  river,  by  from  five  to 
ten  thousand  men  ;  no  one  can  escape ;  and  we  are  at  the  mercy  of  an 
irresponsible  man.  If  there  should  be  any  interruption  to  the  delivery  of 
the  opium,  or  the  quantity  (20,283  chests)  fall  short,  it  is  impossible  to  say 
what  course  he  might  pursue  with  us  prisoners." 

In  a  letter  received  from  the  same  person,  dated  30th  April,  he  says: 
"Since  my  last  address  to  you,  under  date  of  the  4th  instant,  things  have 
been  rather  quiet  here,  interrupted  only  by  an  occasional  edict  from  the 
Imperial  Commissioner  renewing  his  demand  for  the  bond  :  the  conditions 
of  which  are,  the  assent  of  all  foreigners  to  the  confiscation  of  ship  and  car- 
go, and  the  punishment  of  death  to  all  the  ship's  company,  if,  after  a  certain 
period,  any  opium  is  found  on  board  of  any  vessel  of  any  nation.  This 
bond,  of  course,  they  will  never  give  ;  and  "how  long  the  time  of  our  im- 
prisonment, in  consequence  of  our  refusal,  will  continue,  no  one  can  con- 
jecture. I  have  not  as  yet  seen  cause  to  regret  my  suggestions  to  you  to 
remain  passive  for  a  time.  After  the  opium  is  all  delivered,  I  think  the 
Commissioner  will  again  push  his  demand  for  the  bonds ;  and,  perhaps, 
attempt  some  new  restrictions  on  our  trade  and  persons,  which  will  be 
equally  inadmissible  as  the  bond.  It  is  currently  reported  here,  that  the 
moment  the  trade  is  opened  every  English  resident  will  leave  the  place,  if 
permitted  to  do  so  ;  it  is  likewise  said  hostages  will  be  detained.  Whatever 
course  he  may  pursue,  all  his  unreasonable  demands  will  be  firmly  resisted  ; 
and  the  general  impression  is,  that,  whenever  Captain  Elliot  is  clear  of  this 
place,  hostile  measures  will  immediately  commence.  W^e  have  a  thousand 
rumors  a  day.  I  place  little  or  no  reliance  in  any  of  them.  Every  one  has  an 
eye  to  personal  [safety,]  and  some  are  operated  on  by  fear.  I  therefore  take  the 
liberty  to  put  you  on  your  guard  against  private  communications  from  this 
place,  as  in  most  cases  they  will  only  tend  to  mislead.  I  shall,  no  doubt, 
soon  have  an  order  from  the  Government  to  require  your  immediate  depart- 
ure ;  this  is  a  step  always  taken  on  the  arrival  of  a  man-of-war,  which  is, 
of  course,  disregarded.  At  this  time,  I  shall  persist  in  not  knowing  of  your 
arrival,  unless  I  have  it  under  your  hand  ;  this  may  lead  to  a  more  direct 
communication  between  us.  Among  the  rumors  afloat,  is  one  that  you 
have  been  advised,  by  some  injudicious  person,  to  leave  the  country,  i 
trust  you  will  not,  for  a  moment,  harbor  a  thought  of  leaving  the  Chinese 
waters  as  long  as  these  troubles  continue,  as  your  presence  will  undoubtedly 
be  a  salutary  check  on  the  Commissioner's  movements.  The  ship  Girard, 
of  Philadelphia,  is  here,  loaded,  and  ready  to  leave  for  New  York  the  mo- 
ment the  trade  is  opened.  My  original  despatches  for  Government,  I  in- 
trust to  Mr.  Francis  H.  Tiers,  supercargo  of  the  Girard ;  he  has  agreed, 
on  meeting  you  below,  to  detain  the  ship  two  days  for  your  despatches,  if 


Doc.  No.  71.  79 

required  ;  he  leaves  New  York,  immediately  on  his  arrival,  for  Washing- 
ton." 

And  again,  in  a  note  of  the  5th  instant,  he  says:  «  We  have  a  prospect  of 
the  trade  being  opened  again.  I  have,  to-day,  had  a  communication  from 
the  Government,  requiring  your  immediate  departure." 

The  communication  is  again  opened  between  Canton  and  Macao;  but 
trade  will  not,  it  is  supposed",  recommence  until  all  the  opium  promised  has 
been  delivered  up.  The  quantity,  it  is  believed,  will  soon  be  completed  ; 
and  what  will  follow,  is  yet  somewhat  doubtful.  The  British  superin- 
tendent, it  is  thought,  will  recommend  belligerent  measures ;  but  the  most 
sensible  and  intelligent  people  here  are  of  opinion  that  England  will  not 

risk  the  loss  of  her  China  trade  by  any  hostile  movement. 

******** 

The  anchorage  at  this  place  is  supposed  to  be  unsafe  after  the  month  of 
May ;  and  as  I  have  been  requested  to  remain  during  the  present  state  of 
affairs,  I  shall  move  the  ship  to  Hong-Kong,  or  to  Cum-Ling-moon,  during 
the  typhoon  season. 

Sixteen  of  the  foreign  resident  merchants  have  been  detained  as  hostages 
(two  of  whom  are  of  the  United  States)  for  the  fulfilment  of  their  engage- 
ments to  deliver  all  the  opium,  and  as  a  security  for  the  future  good  beha- 
vior of  their  countrymen. 

******** 

Enclosed  I  send  a  protest  delivered  to  me  by  Mr.  Joseph  Tiers,  of  Phila- 
delphia, with  the  request  that  I  would  forward  the  same  to  my  Govern- 
ment. 

Affairs  at  Canton  have  assumed,  within  the  last  few  days,  a  quiet  and 
peaceful  aspect ;  and,  notwithstanding  the  gloomy  predictions  of  many.  I 
think  trade  will  again  go  on  without  interruption, — at  least  for  some  time. 
But  the  Chinese  Government,  as  if  under  the  apprehension  of  difficulties 
hereafter,  is  now  busy  increasing  the  magnitude  of  the  defences  of  the  river, 
at  the  Bogue  and  other  places. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  C.  READ, 
Commanding  the  U.  S.  naval  forces  in  the  Indian  seas. 

Hon.  JAMES  K.  PAULDING. 


[Enclosed  in  the  preceding.] 

We,  the  undersigned,  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  North  America,  and 
passengers  on  board  of  the  American  ship  Girard,  Drinker  master,  bound 
to  New  York,  do  solemnly  declare  and  make  known,  that  we  have  been 
forcibly  detained  in  Canton,  by  the  Provincial  Government  of  China,  since 
the  twenty-second  day  of  March  last,  up  to  this  date,  when  we  were  set  at 
liberty  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  a  ransom  agreed  upon  by  Charles 
Elliot,  Esq.,  her  Britannic  Majesty's  chief  superintendent  of  the  trade  in 
China,  and  Lin,  the  Imperial  Commissioner,  in  behalf  of  all  foreigners  then 
within  said  province. 

We  also  solemnly  declare  and  make  known,  that,  during  part  of  our  im- 
prisonment, we  were  deprived  of  our  servants,  left  without  supplies  of  food, 
and  cut  off  from  all  intercourse  with  our  country, 
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We  further  declare  and  make  known,  that  the  most  warlike  treatment 
has  been  exercised  towards  us,  such  as  placing  armed  forces  in  front  of 
our  factories,  with  drawn  swords ;  and  all  these  grievances  practised  upon 
us  upon  grounds  which  in  rightful  manner  do  not  appertain  to  us.  We, 
therefore,  herewith  record  our  solemn  protest  against  the  said  acts  and  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Chinese  Government,  on  this  the  sixth  day  of  May,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty  nine. 

Witness  our  hands  and  seals: 


FRANCIS  H.  TIERS, 
LAND'TH  DRINKER, 
C.  T.  EVERETT,  ' 
JOS.  TIERS, 
J.  S.  OAKFORD, 
S.  B.  RAWLE, 


SEAL. 
SEAL. 


SEAL. 
SEAL. 


SEAL. 
SEAL. 


Passengers  per  ship  Girard,  to  Macao. 


Mr.  Snow  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 
[No.  31.]  [EXTRACT.] 

CANTON,  March  7,  1840. 

SIR:  Since  I  last  had  the  honor  to  address  yon,  nothing  of  importance 
has  occurred  here.  Our  trade  still  goes  on,  attended  with  as  few  difficulties 
as  we  can  expect  in  these  very  unsettled  times.  Rumors  are  ahroad  almost 
every  day  of  some  contemplated  changes,  such  as  the  stoppage  of  all  foreign 
trade,  or  the  limiting  of  exports  of  tea  to  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
chests  yearly,  &c.  Such  projects  have  been  laid  before  the  Emperor,  and 
may  be  acted  on ;  but  it  would  result,  I  believe,  in  disappointment. 

We  are  still  without  information  from  England,  on  which  to  form  any 
opinion  of  the  measures  she  will  adopt  towards  this  country ;  but  are  hourly 

expecting  the  overland  mail,  that  may  relieve  us  from  our  present  anxiety. 

###*####* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  W.  SNOW, 

United  States  Consul. 
Hon.  JOHN  FORSYTH, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[No.  32.]  Mr.  Snow  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 

MACAO,  April  14,  1840. 

SIR:  Since  I  last  had  the  honor  to  address  you,  nothing  here  of  note 
has  transpired.  Our  trade  still  continues,  with  some  vexatious  arrange- 
ments, that  our  merchants,  under  existing  circumstances,  think  it  for  their 
interest,  and  [that  of]  their  friends  at  home,  to  submit  to;  but  all  are  endeavor- 
ing to  bring  their  business  to  a  close  as  fast  as  possible,  and  it  is  their  pre- 
sent expectation  to  be  in  a  situation  to  leave  early  in  June. 

The  accounts  from  England  leave  no  doubts  on  my  mind  that  war  is 
inevitable,  and  that  a  large  force  will  be  here  in  all  the  month  of  May. 
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The  ships  from  England  and  India  meet  at  Singapore.  It  is  confidently- 
asserted  that  the  whole  force  will  consist  of  twenty  ships  of  war,  and  about 
ten  thousand  troops;  what  their  first  operations  will  be,  or  where,  is  un- 
known. It  is,  however,  rumored  that  one-quarter  of  the  force  will  act  here ; 
the  remainder  to  the  north,  near  the  Imperial  residence. 

We  are  anxiously  looking  for  some  of  our  ships  of  war,  and  hope  they 
will  soon  make  their  appearance. 

My  infirm  health  has  obliged  me  to  seek  a  change  of  air ;  and  I  am  now 
at  this  place,  hoping  to  derive  benefit  therefrom.  I  have  left  Warren  Delano, 
jr.,  Esq.,  of  New  York,  as  vice-consul  at  Canton  during  my  absence. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  and  humble 
servant, 

P.  W.  SNOW. 

Hon.  JOHN  FORSYTH, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[No.  33.]  Mr.  Snow  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 

MACAO,  June  10,  1840. 

SIR  :  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  by  the  arrival  of  the  British 
frigate  Alligator  yesterday,  from  Singapore,  we  learn  that  the  Wellesley 
seventy-four,  and  three  other  vessels  of  war,  with  several  transports,  would 
leave  that  place  for  China  on  the  20th  of  May ;  we  are,  therefore,  hourly 
expecting  their  arrival. 

The  forces  come  on  by  divisions,  each  stopping  a  few  days  at  Singapore. 
We  are  of  course  looking  for  events  of  interest  and  importance.  The 
American  merchants,  it  is  thought,  will  be  out  of  Canton  by  the  first  of 
July. 

Two  American  ships  are  on  their  way  out;  five  at  Whampoa:  three  of 
those  will  be  out  in  a  week  or  ten  days,  leaving  two  uncertain. 

Nothing  as  yet  has  transpired  as  to  the  first  operations  of  the  British 
forces.  The  Chinese  have  a  number  of  large  junks  prepared  to  stop  up 
the  channel  to  Whampoa  above  the  Bogue,  by  sinking  them  as  soon  as  an 
attack  is  made  on  the  forts  -at  the  Bogue. 

The  overland  mail,  by  the  Alligator,  biings  us  London  accounts  up  to  the 
5th  of  March  (96  days.) 

Lord  John  Spencer  Churchill,  senior  officer  of  her  Britannic  Majesty's 
naval  force  in  China,  died  on  the  3d  instant,  after  a  short  illness. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  W.  SNOW, 

United  States  Consul. 

Hon.  JOHN  FORSYTH, 

Secretary  of  State. 

J0NE  22. 

P.  S.— Since  writing  the  foregoing,  the  fleet  has  arrived  ;  two  steamers 
form  a  part  of  the  force. 

Hostilities  will  not  commence,  it  is  said,  until  the  admiral's  arrival,  who 
6 
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is  shortly  expected  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  bringing  with  him  an  ad- 
ditional force. 

The  April  overland  mail  from  England  reached  here  last  evening,  in 
seventy-eight  days. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

P.  W.  SNOW, 


Mr.  Snow  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 

[No.  34.] 

MACAO,  June  23,  1840. 

SIR:  I  have  the  bonor  to  enclose  you  copies  of  public  notices  of  an  in- 
tended blockade  of  the  river  and  port  of  Canton,  received  this  morning  from 
Charles  Elliot,  Esq. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  W.  SNOW, 
United  States  Consul. 
Hon.  JOHN  FORSYTH, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Public  notice  of  blockade  of  the  river  and  port  of  Canton. 

By  SIR  JAMES  JOHN  GORDON  BREMER,  Knt.  C.  B.,  K.  C.  H.,  commo 
of  the  first  class,  and  commander-in-chief  of  her  Britannic  Majesty's  s 
and  vessels  of  war  employed,  and  to  be  employed,  on  the  East  India 
tion  and  seas  adjacent : 

In  pursuance  of  the  commands  of  her  Britannic  Majesty's  Governn 
1  do  hereby  give  notice  that  a  blockade  of  the  river  and  port  of  Cantor 
all  its  entrances,  will  be  established  on  and  after  the  28th  inst. 

Given  under  my  hand,  on  board  her  Britannic  Majesty's  ship  "  Welles- 
ley,"  in  Macao  roads,  this  twenty-second  day  of  June,  1840. 

J.  J.  GORDON  BREMER. 
By  command  of  the  Commander-in-chief : 

WILLIAM  DYER,  Secretary. 
True  copy : 

EDWARD  ELMSLY, 
Secretary  and  Treasurer  to  the  Superintendent, 


By  SIR  JAMES  JOHN  GORDON  BREMER,  Knt.  C.  B.,  K.  C.  H.,  commodore 
of  the  first  class,  and  commander-in-chief  of  her  Britannic  Majesty's 
ships  and  vessels  employed  on  the  East  India  station  and  seas  adjacent ; 

With  a  view  to  the  convenience  of  British  and  other  foreign  merchant 
ships  resorting  to  the  coast  of  China  in  ignorance  of  the  blockade  of  the 
river  and  port  of  Canton :  Notice  is  hereby  given,  that  the  senior  officer  off 
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that  station  has  been  instructed  to  permit  them  to  repair  to,  and  remain  at, 
any  anchorages  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  port  which  he  may  see  fit  to 
indicate  from  time  to  time. 

Until  further  notice,  it  is  to  be  understood  that  the  anchorages  of  rendez- 
vous, for  such  purposes  of  convenience,  are  Capsuymoon  and  Macao  roads. 
Given  under  my  hand,  on  board  her  Britannic  Majesty's  ship  "Wellesley," 
in  Macao  roads,  this  twenty  second  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  forty. 

J.  J.  GORDON  BREMER. 
By  command  of  the  commander  in-chief: 

WILLIAM  DYER,  Secretary. 
True  copy : 

EDWARD  ELMSLY, 
Secretary  and  Treasurer  to  the  Superintendent. 
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